* * +» * gc" 
H 2 * | —_ * 
* X * 


— — > 8 | 4 
* A C H 8 E Xx 
IN THETR:. .* 
H U M O U LE. 
OR, THE + 
Of the Families of. + 
BRIGHTLEY, | SHELBURNE, MN 
Frecn, AND ; 
3 | nt. Ry 
— 


Written by a- Lady of QUALITY, 


Whilſt ſhe was abroad on her Travels, and found | 
Ang her Wen ſince her — : 


IN TWO. YOLUME'S: i 
V "Oo bs "> 
— 4wÜä—— — 8 — 2 


L O N'D oO N# © 


Printed for the EvitoRr; 


And Sold by F. N OBLE, at his Circulating Library, | 
oppolite Gray*s-inn-gate, Holborn : | 
And. 


J. Non! x, at his Circulating Library, in St. Martin's WEN 
; near Denen FT 
N DCC XIV. .. 
* 2 4 ' | 


3 


, - 


4 


„ 2 


we 27 a ee 


1 — — 


1 
* 
* 
4 
— a 
, | = 
þ * 
* 
* 
. - 
- * 
= 
oy 
= 3 
Gore Faw 
* U * 


— 
* 


net's ſhyneſs, with reſpect to 
Mr. Stapleton's propoſal, to 
his youth and inexperience, 
and was far from ſuſpecting 
the real cauſe; he, therefore, propoſed it to 
lady Brightley, and, as her ladyſhip en- 


tirely approved of it, he gave the old man 
the n arenen. 
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 hurne, remained ioviſible, for a whole 
week, to every inhabitant of Brightley (ex- 
cept the curate and Mrs. Alice) at which 
period, to the terror aßd conſternation of 
Mr. Stevens, the young lady's mother ar- 


rived, he happening to be an eye-witneſs 


of her alighting at the parſonage-houſe, and 

haſtened home, with a death-like counte- 
nase, to inform his fried of this new ca- 
” wy, 


8 Brightley buds bien take „ 
as, perhaps, fo far from an evil, Mrs. Shel- 
burne's reviſiting Brightley might prove a 
lucky, circumſtance, hy. giving her an ops; 
portunity, perſonally, to plead: the young: 
lady's cauſe; and the mother's: compoſition, 
haying as large a ſhare of weakneſs and va: 
nity. in it, as, obſtivacy, and violence, her 
ladyſbip flattered herſelf, that, by humaur- 
ing thoſe. foibles with propriety, the faults 
of her - temper might be - ſoftened, if not 
totally ſubdued, - and reſolved. to drop in, 
as mh ' accidentally and, without delay, en- 
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deavour to effect this good purpoſe. ' She! 
accordingly ſet ſorth for the houſe of her 
ſiſter, who was prepared to defeat her ge- 
nerous deſign, and had inſtrufted Mrs: 
Alice, her huſband's! uſeſub domeſtic; to 
inform her ladyſhip, that Mrs. Shelburne) 
was too much indiſpoſed to receive com- 


1 


a Krightley was tl Sappeeed 
and offended: at this' unexpected repulſe. 
She was: ſenſible it was no more than 4 
fineſſe of her ſiſter's; but, as ſhe'was in- 
capable of retaliating an ungenteel action. 
ſhe returned home, mortified, diſconcerted, 
and,, on miſs Shelburne*s account, greatly 
concerned. The ill ſucceſs of this attempt 
affected Mr. Stevens to ſuch a degree, 48) 
to render him quite unguarded, though in 
her ladyſhip's-prefence, with reſpect to his 
inclination for her fair friend; yet ſo conſi- 
derate was this good lady, as to appear un- 
mindful. of ' his. extreme emotion, and ten- 


der complaints, and, mem > 
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8 his fecolletion; ſhewithdrew, and left him 
in the care of his friend, who ad . 
3 * ee weg ee ae 
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7 The — lady Biightteyinade'« 
ſecond attempt to ſee Mrs. Shelburne; but 
was equally unſucceſsful as ſhe had been the 
preceding day. The curate played leaſt in 
ſight, to avoid becoming a party in the af- 
fair, and the ſecond morning, before the 
_ rifing ſun; was this young lady conveyed- 
from Brightley, and every object that could 
give ber delight, accompanied only by a 
mother, * e. An un- 
8 3 | | | 
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1 of being torn from all ſhe held dear, with 
” an amazing fortitude, and performed the 
journey, notwithftanding the perſecution 
ſhe-underwent, of reproachful taunts, and 
_ unjuſt accuſations, free from all apparent 
fatigue- or diſcompoſure. Her father re- 
ceived her with a contracted brow, and, aſ- 
fuming an Uncommon ſternneſs of accent, 


TEIA HUMOUR: W 
demanded, if he beheld an obedient,” ᷑ẽ 
undutiful child? Miſs Lucy replied, the 
hoped ſhe had never merited the latter ap- 
pellation. No equivocation, girl,“ return- 
ed this unkind parent, it is not profeſ- 
ſions, but actions, that ſhall- ſpeak. you 
7 0 what you are. And, I now declare, that 


it is not only my pleaſure, but command. 


that you conſider Mr. Peat as your deſ- 
© tined huſband, by which means we ſhall 
bring your boaſted: duty to the teſt. A 
gentle tremor ſeiaed the breaſt of miſs 
Shelburne, and the image of Mr. Stevens 
ſpontaneouſly occurred to her imagination; 
but ſhe was too well acquainted. with her 
father's diſpoſition, to flatter herſelf with 


the moſt diſtant hope of winning him from 


his purpoſe, ſhe therefore remained ſilent, 
penſive, and deeply afflited. He had the 
humanity to leave her to her own medita- 
tions, for that evening, and her indulgent 
mother followed his example. She had, 
however, a female. ſpy upon her motions, 
to whom Mrs. Shelburne was greatly at- 
tached, as ſhe poſſeſſed a. very agreeabi 
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1 cCCœount of his cireumſtances, and concluded, 
that ſhe ſhould obtain no ſmall reward by 
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_ quality, the art of flattering, and, eonſe- 
_queatly, plealing her miſtreſs. This crea- 
ture, notwithſtanding ſhe was an adept in 
the ſcience of deceit, was touched with un- 
feigned compaſſion for her fair diſtreſſed 
priſoner, and ſecretly wiſhed the young 


. 
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lady would requeſt her to ſet her at liberty, 


— 


or, rather, make her the companion of 


1 her flight. Her communicative miſtreſs had 
informed her, that it was in order to pre- 


vent her daughter's diſpoſing of herſelf un- 
worthily, that ſhe was hurried to town with 
Auch precipitation; but the girl imagined, 
chat it was merely from their prepoſſeſſion 
in favour of Mr. Peat, that miſs Lucy's 
country tover-was rejected, and not on ac- 


making herſelf inſtrumental to their happy 
union. She, therefore, determined to break 
the way for an explanation, if mils-Shel- 


burne negle@ed applying to her; for which 


Purpoſe ſhe officiouſly obtruded herſelf,” on 
many needleſs occaſions, until miſs Shel- 
vous at len Stk, thinking her troubleſome, 


- 


42 0 5 aſked, 
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aſked, if the: had orders to interropt her 
retirement in che manner ſhe had done for 
ſome time? The artful girl degged pardon, 
ip very civil terms, for her ſeeming im- 
pertinence, and ſaid, ſhe hoped the good- 


auk ward proceedings, for ſhe was ſo com- 
cerned at her maſter and miftreſs's har. 
neſs and ſeverity, that ſhe was willing to 
'undertake the moſt difficult attempt to de- 
liver her out of their hands. Mis Shet- 
burne was no leſs offended, than ſunpriſed, 
at this well intended offer. I impute your 

* ſtrange behaviour, ſaid ſhe, * to your un- 
+ acquaintedneſs with my - diſpoſition, © 1 
* not a with to fly from my beſt friends, and 
beg, às you tender your place, I may not 
£ be troubled any more on this ſubject.“ 
The wench conſide red this young lady's re 
jection of her friendly offices, a8 n want of 
confidence in her fidelity, and would have 
exerted the utmoſt thetoric ſhe was miſtreſs 
of, to remove her Uoubts'and'fuſpicions, 
had not mils Shelburne; with a difpleaſed 
foe! | 'B 4 1 coun- 


neſs of her intention would atone for her 


H inclination for an agreeable object to ſub- 
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*countenance, and reſolute accent, fordie 
der uttering one more ſyllable, at her peril, 
commanding ene) at che as time, to 
leave her. an ot eim 


* eee wa, 8 than that pru- 
dent pride which had ſupported her, during 
the girl's continuance in her apartment, for- 
ok her, and her heart, involuntarily, un- 
derwent many ſoft ſenſations. Alas, ſaid 
me, how little do we complaining mor- 
S tals conceive, how infinitely our ſeemingly 
moſt diſagteeahle things can be aggra- 
vated ! Before I viſited Gloceſterſhire, IL 
* beheved:myſclf completely unhappy, be- 
cauſe addreſſed by a man who was highly 
« diſguftful: to me; but I have returned 
+:doubly afflicted, as I now, too ſenſibly, 
perceive . 1 have not only that natural re- 
S pugnance to ſtruggle with, but a tender 


due. Why was Mr. Stevens ſo engaging ? 
dee rsther, why did my heart become ſo 
< ſuſceptible of his merit? Happily, a 


ame d weil az mine, vill not — 
1 5 * ſuch 
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- ſuch violent agitarions; but will prove a 
i ſcaſonable relief, by its diſſolution, for 4 
© my" ſufferings.” In” theſe reflections did 
ſhe paſs rhe night, and received an early 
ſummons from her father, to attend him in 
his chamber. Her ſleepleſs eye and pal: 
cheek, at firſt awakened all the parent n 
his heart, but he prudently ſuppreſſed te 
riſing tenderneſs, by fortifying himſelf with 
the recollection of Mr. Peat's wealthy al- 
Hance; a confideration 1 to bear 
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n „Lurp ſacktke ee parent, eit fs | 
© imating that you will, by your diſobe- 
* dience and obſtinacy, render the ;fight of 
you offenſive to an, | bitherto;-indulgertt 
and affectionate father. Which of us, T 
© beſeech you, is to ſubmit; you, or | Þþ? 
Fou have, at preſent, an opportunity of 
making me and yourſelf happy unleſs, 
indeed, vou are ſo attached to your 
beggarly. lover, as to be unmindful of 
© every: advantage of that goad fortune 
* that now awaits you. I have, long ſince; © 
2 + paſſed 
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'* pet to be enabled to fulfil-it. What!* 
- aid he, raiſing his voice, © ſhall a creature, 
that owes its exiſtence to me, dare to diſ- 
pute my will? But I will be calm, and 


© infiſt upon your poſitive determination, 


whether vou will, or will not, marry Mr. 


© Peat, on Thurſday morning.” My dear 
< father,” returned miſs Shelburne, © only 


6 three poor days * 41 think,“ interrupted 
the parent, the girl's a natural; who, that 


could ſee you at this moment, would ſuſ- 
pect any other, than that I was ſentencing 


you for execution? Not a word more,” 


continued he, Thurſday next is the day. 
'* E ſuppoſe you mean to favour us with 


your company, by and by, in the dining- 


boom, So faying, he left her, half deat 


a onlerns ts ber ld Ga wee: 
treme depreſſion, ſhe had recourſe to her 
pen; and as Brightley had an. alluſion to 
* Fs and _ yy e 
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diate connection with him,; the auddreſſtd 
the n lies ro that GP fra: 


©< 


CCEPT, Goin lady Brägnttey, a 
5 laſt farewel, from that unhappy 
Lory Shelburne you haye been pleaſed to 
honor with your friendſhip. and cbunte- 
© nance. Three ſhort days is all the ſpare 
left between her and deſtruction. | The 
© ſentence is irrevocably. paſſed; and, ſhe | 
£ the judge ſevere. The moſt; agreeable 
period of her life was ſpent in converſe 
with you; a happineſs whieh ſhe muſt 


- - © never more enjoy. What & felieity, com- 


pated to her preſent ſituation, Would it 
have been to her, to have ſiept tie peace 
ful ſleep of the grave, in that humble 
'< ſpot of which your lady ſhip's cloſet win- 
dow commands a view! but ſhe is unwil- 
lingly detained; on this argumeät of life; 
and, notwithſtanding her apparent decay, 
< Thurſday next is allotted for a great 
change in her mortal ſtate. That fatal day 
he is to become, in appearance, gay, 
ne B6 * though, 
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pithangh, in reality, ett as 
" heart is incapable of that violence her 


hand will undergo, nor can be united, by 


50 any human appointment, to the man 
choſen fot her. One chance ſhe has for 
” the recovery of her peace, to which ſhe 
looks forward with an eye of joyful expec- 
tation; that glad period once attained, 
and . ſhe will be beyond the reach of diſ- 
appointment, miſery, and affliction: her 


_ *© health will no more be ſubject to decay, 


eher mind to fetters. Until that happy 
event takes place, ſhe will never ceaſe to 
remember her lady Brightley with grati- 


tude and affection, nor forget to wiſh that 


e felicity to her and her friends, which will 

„ an be incompatible with the breaſt 

TOC OnNged. vir} aft 9 B 
ee we. 


She had no ſooner thrown theſe incohe- 


rent ſentences on paper, than her mind 


ſeemed in part diſburdened of its weight; 
and, as ſhe was well convinced, that, by 
Heling to the preſent neceſſity of her cir- 
TIX LOL 5024060 cumſtances, 


_ 


THEIR Humour. 32 
cumſtances, ſhe ſhould neither add to, nor 
_ diminiſh, the calamity that threatened: her, 
| ſhe determined to comply with her father's 
humour, in every article, except the decilive 
one. She, therefore, prepared for appearing 
at dinner, and, on being informed it was 


to lady Brightley, unſealed, in her hand. She 
was above engaging in any chamber- maid 
cabals, or lowering herſelf by an improper 
| confidence; and as her letter might have 
been intercepted, if ſhe had even attempt- 
ed a private conveyance of it, and peruſed 
by her father, ſhe judged it beſt to offer 
it voluntarily to him, not without ſecret 
hopes of his declining the acceptance of it. 
en epiſtle to lady Brightley, will you 
© pleaſe to examine it?? Her frankneſs had 
F the deſired effect; for the ſagacious Mr. 
Shelburne, from a perſuaſion that the con- - 
tents muſt be unexceptionable, by his 
daughter's conduR; faid, he douhted not | 
but it was proper, and permitted her to 
_ tral, and diſpatch it by a ſervant then in 
waiting, 


upon table, entered the room, with her letter 


14 Fe Sex tf 
waiting. Mt. Peat was ſeated at the table, 
and, on her entrance, his eyes twinkled 


Vin oncbmmon luſtre, and the habitual 


contraction of his brow was ſome what re- 


"Hxed.. His curling eye-brows, once ebon 
black, though new party- coloured by age, 


were in viſible neat order, and his hbaty 


chin had been decently trimmed; his ſuit 


' was new, ſpotleſs, and elegant, and his 


kringed cravat judiciouſly diſplayed; a 
Sparkling gem adotned his withered finger, 
and he might be allowed to make, for a 
man of ſeventy, à very lover- like appeat- 
aner. Miſs Shelburne was fo ill a judge 
8 do diſtegard ourfide, nor were all the 
uttractions above-mentioned, with her, in 
eetned to ſee old age rendered irteverent, 

by an affectation of youth; and, forget- : 
_ ting his large poſſeſſions, thought it a hor- 
-Hi&ſzcrifice-to be wedded to one who, in 
roſpect of _ __ have been * 
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When the cloth was removed, Mr. and 
tences, and left the ancient lover to entertain 
his miſtreſs. Miſs Shelburne was in that diſ- 
poſition of mind which properly comes 
under the denomination: of inſenſible, at 
leaſt with reſpect to the | objects atound 

her, when a thought of Brightley occurred 
to her imagination, which contributed to 
ſtrengthen, rather than abate; her n 
0 * en i | 
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nutes continuance, Mr. Peat ventured to 
burne's return gave him, with compli- 
mental obſervation on the apparent im- 
provement of her health. I confeſs, re- 
Plied the young lady, that the Gloceſter- 
* ſhire air has had a happy effect upon 
my conſtitution, but I have abundant 
᷑reaſon to apprehend, that I ſhall ſoon loſe, 
«1 in London, the benefit I acquired in that 
[ country. Hope for the beſt,- miſs, re- 
turned the enamoured. banker.” I hape ne 
6949 | | * grougds 
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; "TA whoſe diſſolurion is near at hand, 


4 tion on a net ungrateful heart, and render 
„ the cloſing ſcene of that woman's life you 
. favour with your eſteem and approbation, 


8 Tent 81 1 
grounds to flatter myſelf, replied miſs 


_- Shelburne; haſtily, with the preſervation 
| * of what is intirely dependent upon my 


peace of mind, now that the ſacrifice of 
that peace is fixed without a proſpect of 
repeal. On ſir,“ continued ſhe, (yielding 
to the natural impulſe of her heart, un- 
mindful gf the diſagreeable conſequence, 


mould ſne be unſucceſsful) with a moſt 


emphatio accent, © can you profeſs a re- 
gard for a poor dying creature, yet be 
* accefſary to precipitating her, ſome days 
before her appointed time, into the laſt 
« «ſtation of mortality? If you would be fo 
+© generous as to decline all connexion with 


you would confer an unſpeakable obliga- 


ementally happy.. Could I be perſuad- 
ed, miſs, returned the banker, * that to 
eſeave you in your preſent wild ſtate, 


would anſwer the purpoſe you mention, 
* Teertainly would RAE? bur, miſs, Fam 
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too well acquainted with-your heart, not 
to be convinced, that a few days would 
© reconcile you to that dutiful conſidera- 
© tion a ſhort ceremony would intitle me 
to, from you; eſpecially when you re- 
* fleted, that the happineſs of your father 
* and mother is hinged upon it, as well as 
© your own future advantage.“ Tell me 
* not of advantage, replied the half frantic 
miſs Shelburne, © what eharms can worldly 
© advantages have for a creature on the 
verge of the grave? But, ſir,“ added ſhe, 
riſing, it is unneceſſary for you and I to 
© have any farther converſation, as it is 
* now beyond a doubt that we are too well 
* acquainted with each others private ſen- 
© timents; your perſecution. of me will not 
J find ceaſe, but with my exiſtence, nor 
* will my repugnance to every inter- 
courſe with ſo narrow and ſelfiſh; a 
mind as yours, ever be ſubdued; until 
* that period. She then, dropping 2 
curtſy, hurried to her on apartment, to 
reflect, with heart felt affliction and mor-. 
tification, on the part ſhe had unwarilx 
e and its unhappy ill ſucceſs. The 


antiquateed 


dhe door, that eclipſed his Juno. Unfor- 
tunatey for miſs Shelburne, her mother 
goined Mr. Peat before his conſternation 
kad ſubſided, and (to uſe her own expref+ 
fon) read her daughter's diſobedience in 


5 * verſecreature's hand, on the duy appoint» 


OS any more of nen 
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ö lover was changed almoſt to 


pPetrifaction, by his miſtreſs's behaviour, 
and, for ſome time ſtood motionleſs, wich 


his eyes fixed upon that ſubſtantial cloud, 


the diſſatis faction of his countenance. * Bur, 
iir, added the, * you ſhall be no more 
©expoſedto theſe diſigreeable rebuffs. If 
«30a continue willing to receive the per- 


Sed, I will engage he ſhall beſtow it, with- 


2 1 4 unt 2 
n denen 8 1 1 


Madam, ee Mr. Pear, T7 am 


_ © infinitely indebted to your kindneſs and 


chvility, it does, indeed, in a confider- 


' # able degree, compenſate the ungenteel 


*1treatmenc4d have juſt met with from your 
daughter, and I nevertheleſs profeſs my- 
* ſelf willing to . to =y ee 


n gag | ent; 


bz brad pn | 
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gagement, of becoming-your's, and my 
< friend's ſon- in- law, provided you -Tan 
effect itz as I am ſuperior to à breach 
« of contract. Mrs. Shelburne extolled 
the generoßity of "this old lover, and left 
him, with a reſolution of frightening her 
daughter into a compliance, ſince every 
With this good purpoſe of heart, ſhe fol- 
lowed her to her chamber, but found her 
in a condition that required aſſiſtance, in- 
ſtead of the harſn uſage ſhe had intended 
aer. This young lady had juſt been able 
0 reach her apartment before the was 
ſeized with a convulſive attack, under the 
violent operation of which; The labouted at 
her: mother's entrance. The ſhocking 
countenance, ſurpriſed this, otherwiſe, un- 
feeling mother, in an uncommon manner, 
and put her quite off her guard; She ran, 
wildly, into the comprimg - houſe, to her 
thuſband;' crying alond, that Lucy was 
dying! keen Pra of, drach (II 
ber! 59 1 47% e 
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the ill; titned affection of the one, and am- 


actumulating was forgotten at this juncture, 
and it was ſome relief, ta the compunc- 


daughter's hands, which he retained with 
difficulty, and calling repeatedly upon het, 
3 declared 


* Aae "2 0P T8: 
This really affectionate; 1 


headed, father, with diſtraction in bis 


looks, flew to fave and aſſiſt, as he now 


called her, his dvar child and on) comfort. 
This laſt expreſſion, though caſually drop- 
ped; and;extorted by the moſt afflicting 


5 apprehenſions. was, nevertheleſs, treaſured 


up in reſentful remembrance, by his af- 
fronted conſort. He no ſooner beheld the 


ravage miſs Shelburne's dreadful diſorder 


nad made in her fine features, than he be- 
came quite outrageous, accuſed his wife 
and Mr. Peat of being the cauſe of this dif- 
laſter, and exeerated his own folly and weak- 
neſs, in thus ſacrificing his darling child to 


bition of the other. His own inclination for 


tion he felt, to divide, or rather caſt the 


chief weight of thoſe faulty proceedings, by 


which this misfortune was derived, upon 
chis wife and partner. He took one of his 


'; 3a 


Taz: Humor, Wh 


declared, that ſhe had no' farther violence 
to - apprehend with reſpect to Mr. Peat. 
I do, my dear Lucy,“ ſaid” be, * diſclaim- 
my former intention, nor will I ever again 
< attempt to conſtrain your inelinations.“ 
However ſoothing this declaration, miſs 
Shelburne was incapable of experiencing 
its efficacy. And notwithſtanding ſhe had 
every means imaginable uſed, for her re- 
covery, ſhe continued in a melancholy con- 
dition for two days. Her phyſician was 
of opinion, that her face would remain diſ- 
torted, if ſhe was even reſtored to her 
reaſon, and ſaid her nerves would be ren- 


dered ſo. weak and relaxed: by the ſeverity 


of the diſtemper, as to be liable, on every 
little ſurpriſe and vexation, to a relapſe. Mrs. 
Shelburne'ꝰs countenance flamed with unper- 
ceived heat and reſentment, for the ſlight- 


ing ſpeech her huſband had let drop, for the 
| firſt! eight and forty hours of her daugh- | 


ter's illneſs; but when her diſorder began 
to abate, her huſband enquired, with unaf- 
feed ſolicitude, into the cauſe of her diſ- 
content, which gave her an opportunity, 
' note 


Acne | 
tender neſs, to play the froward girl, and; af- 
ter due acknowledgement on her buſband's' 
part, to exert her extreme generoſity of diſ- 
poſition, in pardoning an offence uninten- 
tional and accidental. So ſoon as miſs 
Shelburne was: reviſited with ſome lucid 
intervals, her father conjured her to be ſa- 
tisfied; that ſue had conquered. 1 ſhould 
deſpiſe millions, ſaid he, in compe-- 
dition with my child's life, therefore, 
© my dear Lucy, do not bring me, by the 


reflection of having been your deſtruc- 


< tion, with ſorrow to the grave.“ Miſs 
Shelburne's youth, and the voice of com- 
fort her father imparted, at length ſub- 
dued her ſtubborn diſorder, and ſhe was 
adviſed; by her phyſician, to viſit the South 
of France, for the re- eſtabliſnment of her 
health. Her mother was highly pleaſed at 
this propoſition, as ſhe well knew that her 
attendance would be judged neceſſary, and 
gadding abroad was the delight of her 
heart. Mr. Peat, in order to overcome 


* 
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his: chagrin and: diſappointment, took 4 1 
journey into Cotnwal, here he had ſome 
few relations, and by his abſence, removed” 
the greateſt impediment to miſs 'Shel- 
burne's-ſatisfa&tion. © A;month-elapſed: be- 
fore ſhe was: able to make lady-Brightley - 
acquainted. with either her ſufferings/ or 
felicity, during which time her ladyſhip* 
and the haronet, together with their wor- 
thy neighbours, Mr: and Mrs. Finch; en- 
dured the moſt friendly anxiety, on her 
account. As for Mr. Stevens, he was in- 
conſolable; and concluded, the firſt intel- 
ligence they ſhould receive would he of the 
death, or mote unhappy diſpoſition, of that 
amiable young lady: but theſe nacura} ap- 
prehenſions were agreeably, as well as un- 
expectedly, Per 275 the nem, 
nn n 


4" is once a to Lie eh." 
© & burne'to addreſs her much- eſteemed : 
© lady Brightley z and, which is no leſs 
amazing, ſhe- has now the power of im- 
* parting; what her vanity inclines her to 

believe 


WT © botieve will be, glad tidiogs,/ to that 
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< worthy friend. Her father has, happily, 
© ſacrificed the wiſh of his heart to ſave his, 
© otherwiſe, irrecoverable-child from diſſo- 
© lation, - and' continues all tenderneſs and 
© indulgence. | To the South of France, 
© my dear lady Brightley, is Lucy Shel- 
< burne deſtined, as the only means of re- 
covering that health, ſo lately blaſted in 
*.Lombard-ſtreet, which ſhe derived from 
' © the Brightley air. Were there a poſſibi - 
© lity-of-meeting at Montpelier, that vene- 
© rable building, the viſiting of which was 
d che higheſt ſatisfaction ſhe enjoyed, in 
Gloceſterſnhire, ſne would not heſitate to 
© undertake the journey. But as, in this 
© age, - Miracles ate ceaſed, ſhe would 
« gladly leave that hoſpitable dwelling, to, 
© adorn the village it belongs, would but 
© the inhabitants take up their abode, for 
. © a ſhort ſpace, in a foreign clime. The 
© lure of friendſhip is infinitely more attrac- 
tive in ſome hearts than others, or rather 


b ohjects are unequally meritorious. Such 


* an. intimation from a lady Brightley, 
* would 
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_ © would' operate like magic with Lucy 
'< Shelburne, was ſhe at liberty to purſue 
| © her own inclination; but, alas, ſhe de- 
ſpairs of ſucceſs, even were ſhe to uſe 
-< ſtrong and pathetic ſolicitations for ſuch 
a happy condeſcenſion. This, however, 
ſhe mult be bold to affirm, that her lady- 
© ſhip's company and converſation would 
_ * mitigate her pain, and be of more avail 
tother than ten phyſicians. The honour 
© of a letter would be highly n 
to her Ned s moſt obliged, 
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Lady Brightley had no Guer peruſed 
this epiſtle, than ſhe communicated the 
contents to herfon-and Mr. Stevens. Sir 


William ſighed'at the mention of a coun-  .. 


try he had long, though ſecretly, wiſhed 
to viſit, which her ladyſhip ſenſibly per- 
ceived, but ſuffered to paſs unnoticed, 
and in a ſhore time after, retired to her 
cloſet. The baronet and his friend re- 
mained ſilent from, in ſome degree, ſimilar 

* F rance, ea had the larg- 
Vor. II. e 083 «2 eſt 
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eſt Thare of fir William's 'thoughts, "miſe. 
Shelburne thoſe of Mr. Stevens. Lady 
-Briglitley had carried the affecting confi- 
deration of the violence ſhe impoſed upon 
her ſon, in detaining bim in that re- 
mote corner of the world, into her retire- 
ment. Some conceſſion on her fide, her 
goodneſs of heart ſuggeſted, was now ne- 
ceſſary, in return for his ſteady, and almoſt 
unprecedented, compliance, for ſo many 
ears, with her particularity of humour. 
She had been abroad in her youth, and 
was no ſtranger to the manners, cuſtoms, 
and language of France and Italy, and ſne 
was half inclined to conquer her diſinclina- 
tion for travelling, to gratify the newly 
diſcovered deſire" of her ſon's heart. The 
more ſhe reflected upon the ſelf-denial he 
had ſo long practiſed, the more ſhe thought 

it incumbent on her to oblige him in turn, 
and ſhe was ſurpriſed at her, hitherto, in- 
ſenſibility, and inattention in this partieu- 

| har. The opinion of Mr. Finch was always 
deęciſtve with her ladyſhip, and ſhe deter- 
mined to conſult him upon the preſent oo-- 
£alion, This good man heard her lady- 
Ds ſhip's 
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hips declaration with "pleaſure, and left 
nothing unſaid to encourage and promote 
her reſolution. If my fortune, faid this 
gentleman, © was not ſo limited, and 1 
could ſhake off this incumberance, caſt= _ 
ing an eye upon his wooden ſtump, * both 
and Mrs. Finch would be of your party; 
but though that is impoſſible, we will, 
in imagination, attend you, in conjunc- 
* tion with our warmeſt wiſhes for your 
© happineſs and entertainment. But, lady 
< Brightley,? continued” this gentleman, 1 
have one condition to propoſe, which TI 
hope you will chearfully comply with, 
© or I ſhall repent the diſintereſted advice! 
have given you. I muſt not have Brightley 
deſerted, except upon this occaſion. I 
conſeſs, I am not without apprehenſions, 
that when once you have emerged into 
life, this peaceful ſpot will be forgotton 
< by you.“ I aſſure you, returned lady 
Brightley, ſmiling, your clauſe is unne- 
* neceſſary, for I am of opinion, I ſhall ſigh” 
in ſecret, from the time of quitting my 
nnn until I am reſtored to it, as 
1411 C 2 it 
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*48 no leſs natural to me than pleaſing, 
The young gentlemen were far from ima- 
giaing how materially they were concerned 
in this conſultation, and were moſt agree - 


. ably ſurpriſed, on her ladyſhip's commu- 


nicating her unexpected intention. Sir 
William's joy was viſibly depicted in his 
2 countenance, but he found his expreſſions 
inadequate to his ſenſations. Mr. Stevens's 

ſatisfaction was allayed by a lurking and 
powerful apprehenſion his heart entertain- 
ed, of objections being made to his accom- 
panying ſir William, by the friends of miſs 
Shelburne, which, however, proved to be 
groundleſs and unneceſſary. Lady Bright - 
ley diſpatched a letter of intelligence to 
miſs Shelburne, of the reſolution ſhe had 
taken, and begged an immediate anſwer, 
to inform her, they ſhould: join company 


before the commencement of their jour- 


. ney, or their meeting to be deferred until 
- their 1 in 25 pen dominions. 
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ank intreated his ſpeedy determination. 
- You ſee the honour, fir,” ſaid ſne, lady 
Brightley offers me, of taking me under 
her protection; can you, my dear fir, | 
© have any objection? Not in the leaſt, 
© my child,” returned this ſoftened parent, 
Cher ladyſhip will, I hope, contribute to 
keep up your ſpirits, by which means 
alone you will be able to perform this | 
* neceſſary journey.” Mrs. Shelburne was 
too deeply engaged by preparations 'of | 
gewgaws and figery, in order to her mak- 
ing an elegant figure in a F rench aſſembly, 
to attend to any other particulars, and her 
diſlike to Mr. Stevens was intirely forgot. 
ten by her, inſomuch that his company 
became perfectly eligible in her ſight; from 
the coplideraiion of rhe neceſſity ſhe might 
be reduced to in a ſtrange country, if e 
had not a polite, welkEbred young fellow, 
10 yore | her to n . er 
- Whit de eifling Paella be were ad- 
* rofting in Lombard-ftreet, lady Brightley's 3 
mind underwent ſome repugnant pangs, as 
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the time of their departure from her anci- 
ont abode approached, and had ſhe: not 
been ſupported by Mr. Finch, her reſolves 
had ended in her ſon's diſappointment. 
Mr. Shelburne. was ſo ſolicitous to promote 
his daughter's happineſs, to prevent the 
misfortune of becoming childleſs, that he 
| Wrote a letter of polite invitation to lady 
Brightley, to make his houſe her home, 
during her continuance in London, which 
her ladyſhip as politely declined, as a lodg- 
ing, for the few. days ſhe propoſed ſtay- 
ing. was far more agreeable to her, from 
an ee averkon, * had en 
for his =. | 
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her ladyſhip, was very affecting, nor did: 
the melancholy of the laſt wear off for 
many miles, but her conſideration for her 
ſon's repoſe, at laſt diſpelled the chagrin 
ſhe had contracted, and ſhe became herſelf 
again. They, in due time, arrived ſafe 
in London, without any remarkable ad- 


venture or occurrence, and miſs Shel- 
f burne 
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burne was ſoon convinced; that the-preſence 
of Mr. Stevens was as eſſential a reſtorative 
to her peace of mind and tranquility, as 
the air of Montpeher could poſſibly be for 
her bodily health. They embarked with 

a favourable- wind at Dover, and were 
ſhortly wafted to the Gallic ſhore, where 
we will leave them to purſue their journey, 
and once more e WE: Fore r 
tants of- rn N os f | © Why 


hs] FER Susis cnt Mrs. Finch hs 
were not upon neighbourly terms, the 
time hung heavy, with the- laſt- menti- 
oned lady and: her huſband, for ſome 
ſhort period, after lady Brightley's de- 
parture. Mr, Stapleton. would often look 
in upon them, and lament the young gen- 
tleman's loſs, as he was the only youth he 
could have wiſhed to beſtow his Caroline 
and fortune upon. Mr. Finch flattered 
him that he might return with a diſengag· 
ed heart, and, undoubtedly, would receive 
no ſmall improvement from an exten- 
five obſervation of men and things. Bur 
the old man would ſhake his head, and 
* 1 
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ſay, he was ſufficicatly accompliſhed for 
bais girl, if this foreign jaunt had been 

omitted, and that he frared he ſhould 

never live to ſee him return, but he would 
add, upon this occaſion, * I hope you will 
give me leave, in ſuch a caſe, to recom- 
mend the poor girl to your care, and 
that I may depend upon your friendly 
endeavours to promote this deſire of my 
heart, if agreeable to all parties. Mr. 
Finch promiſed with a ſincere intention 
of performing, to eſpouſe the young lady's 
cauſe, as he believed he-ſhould, by ſuch a 
procedure, oblige lady Brightley, and be 
ioftrumental to * young ERS $ fell. 
city. 8 


A F 1 as 9 wore off, 
became very agrecable company, and after 
one fortnight had elapſed of conſtant viſit- 
ing, at Mr. Fiach's. ſhe ſupphed, by her 
innocent converſation and vivacity, in a 
great degree, the loſs they bad ſuſtained. 
of their much valued friends. During 
this period of tranquility, the old gentle-. 
/ e une man. 
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man was taken off by a decay of nature, 


and poor miſs Forteſcue left, until the age 
of twenty-one, ney dependant upon 
her avaritious $ father.” 


"7 " 


T his was far Hou! Mr. - Staples l inten- 
tion, in the latter part of his life, but he 
had poſtponed the alteration of his will, 


until he was deprived of the capacity of 


doing it; a proof of the folly and impro- 


priety of procraſtination in ſuch an impor-" 


tant affair. Mr. Finch acquainted Mr. For- | 


teſcue, by letter, of his father-in-law's de - 
ceaſe, who received the news with gladneſs; 


and, in order to avoid expence, begged 


the favour of Mr. Finch to give directions 


for his decent interment at Brightley, 
pteading buſineſs as an excuſe for his non-„ 


attendance. As to Caroline, he faid, he 


left it in her- own option either to return- 
immediately to London, or finiſh tlie ſum- 


mer in the country. The latter of which 
alternatives was her choice. £ | 


* 

r . „„ 21 — 3 

Ko Fane. 0 ants ods Mr. : 
| 4 7 


* * .- 


34 - Eacu S8x1N 
Mr. Stapleton's funeral was no ſooner. 
over, than Mr. Finch's houſe was more 
properly tniſs Forteſcue's home, than far- 
_ mer Johnſon's, as Mrs. Finch. was un- 
happy without the prattle of miſs For- 
teſcue, miſs Forteſcue, if without the 
company and indulgence of Mrs. Finch: 
they had, moreover, frequent entertaining 
epiſtles from lady Brightley and Mr. Ste- 
vens, which contributed to their general 
amuſement and ſatis faction. | 


A preyailing report was conveyed in a 

| friendly epiſtle, to Mr. and Mrs. Finch, 

that the regiment would ſoon be recalled 

home, to which their ſon belonged; this 
intelligence was highly grateful to them, 

as it flattered them with the pleaſing ex- 
pectation of once more beholding the darl- 

ing of their hearts, who had now attained 
his ewentieth year. abort Hr bam + - 


A letter Won reached. them. from th 
worthy young man, which put their hopes 
upon a certainty, and, rendered them in- 

| con- 
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conceivably happy. It was not many 
months before this youthful commander 
made his appearance at Brightley, and, at 
once captivated the inclinations of the 
inexperienced miſs Forteſcue. Had his 
laced coat and: ſhoulder-knot been the only: 
attractions, her youth and innocence would 
have ſufficiently excuſed her weakneſs, as, 
even thoſe trifles, frequently recommend 
the fool, the fop and libertine, to favour. 
But her heart was engaged by a perſon in- 
expreſſibly graceful, an uncommon polite 
and pleaſing addreſs, and a generous, 
great and amiable mind. He obſerved 
her with a tender regard, but, on being 


informed of the large fortune ſhe, was in- 


titled to, endeavoured to reduce his conſi- 
deration of her to the limits of friendſhip. 
only, his prudence forbidding him to 
aſpire ſo high as eighty thouſand pounds. 
The fair miſs Caroline, unconſcious of 
that conſequence ſhe derived from fortune's 
favour, was all lovely humility, nor did 
one ambitious wiſh obtrude, except hen 
the. image of the handſome. captain ſtole. 
„ S nn 
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upon her imagination. It was, in 115 opi- 


nion, the higheſt ambition to expect his 


approbation, as what he could approve 
muſt be little inferior to perfection. He 
was a ſtranger to vanity and affectation, 
and though ir might with truth be ſaid, 
ſimplicity and modeſty, were all her arts, 
and beauty all her arms; yet the man of 
war was diſcomfited, and, notwithſtand- 
ing he had eſcaped wounding in the field, 


de was unequal to the united force of un- 
aſſiſted nature and genuine truth. 


The good humoured Mr. Finch, and his 


amiĩable partner, enjoyed reciprocal ſatiſ. 
faction from beholding the object of their 


united affections, mature in every valuable 
accompliſhment. He would frequently men- 
tion, with a friendly warmth, the merit of 
the young baronet, and the great qualities : 
and abilities of his friend, and regret their 
abſence: At one of theſe junctures he un- 
luckily communicated the engagement he 
was under to promote, and the ardent wiſh 
he entertained to effect, an union, between 

= _- : maſs 
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miſs Forteſcue and the heir of Brightley ?-“ 
The young lady ſpeaking, exchanged a look? 
with the captain, whoſe: eyes invokuntarily* ? 

met the innocent fair: one's, whilſt his fa- 
ther made the above wounding declaration.” 
In vain did he endeavour to ſuppreſs the 
anguiſh of his heart, and was too late con- 
vinced, how feeble is reaſon's aid, when ſum- 
moned, not to prevent, but to eraſe, a ten- 
der impreſſion. The remaining part of ihe 
evening became tedious, the converſatiom 
diſtaſteful, and the hour of retirement, in 
his imagination, advanced by heavy, Low 
degrees. Every faculty of his ſoul was 
ſuſpended, or, rather, engroſſed, by one 
object; his eye beheld nought but miſs 
Forteſcue, his ear could admit no other 
ſound than her voice. His attention, his 
reflection, his every thought, however di- 
reed, or, at firſt employed, returned to 
the contemplation of her alone, in ſpite of 
all his efforts to the contrary. When he 
had attained that ſolitary ſtate he had for 
ſome hours deſired, inſtead of finding the 
W he expected, his * was inſi- 
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8 nil aggravated and increaſed. „Surcly, 
nic he, I viſited this ſpot in an evil hour. 
Who would have imagined that I, that 
have time in the greateſt ci- 
ties o ntinent, and be held a variety 
vof e women with unſhaken indif- 
<. ference, or, at leaſt, without particular 
<.conſideration, ſhould be reſerved for the 
© fate I no experience? The object that 
5. has engaged my attachment is, indiſ- 
* putably, amiable, but allotted, by a dy- ; 
ing parent, for a happier youth, whoſe in - 
i tereſt is; eſpouſed by my own revered fa-. 
< ther, It is beſt for me to make an ho- 
© nourable.retreat, and endeavour to loſe, 
cin the duties of my profeſſion, a remem- 
©, brance of this too lovely miſs Forteſcue.. 
I will write, to-morrow, to my colonel, 


d ddiately to town, by which ſtep, alone, I 


hall be enabled to be juſt to the lady, my; 
father, and my own character.“ The next 
day after this heroic reſolution, he had an 
unexpected opportunity of entertaining 
miſs Forte ſcue, apart from all other com- 
Pay. 
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pai; This young lady had paſſed the prey - 
ceding night at his. father's, and had: occa- 
ſion to go to farmer. Jobnſon's ſo ſoon. as; 
ſhe had breakfaſted. This, was the very. 


morning Mr. Finch had intended to dedi- 


cCate to writing to his colonel for the pur- 
poſe abovementioned; but, on his father's 
propoſing his attendance on the young 
lady, his reſolutions and intentions were 
totally forgotten; and, notwithſtanding he, 
was, moſt. unqueſtionably, intitled to the. 
reputation of an obedient and dutiful ſon, 


yet it would have been evident, to the moſt. 


common obſerver, that he was particularly, - 


ſo on this occaſion. The young lady ac-; -. 


cepted his company, without. the affected. 
parade of oppoſition, acknowledging her- 
ſelf obliged to him, without attempting. 
an apology for giving him the trouble. Her 
little heart was replete with ſatisfaction, ; 
which ſhe had not the leaſt notion of con- 
cealing. Mr. Finch perceived, or imagined» - 
be perceived, this encouraging. approba- 
tion, and felt an unuſual ſelf-· conſequence. 
un * had got clear of his, father's. 
houſe 
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houſe and garden, they came within vier 
of Brightley-hall, at the ſight of which a 
recollection occurred to the warrior, which 
gave riſe to a figh that eſcaped unper - 
ceived.” Tou were aceuſtomed, I under- 
©-ſtand, miſs Forteſcue,” faid this young 
gentleman, with an emotion he endeavour. 
eck to ſuppreſs, to viſit, very frequently, 
at that antique dwelling.” © F affure you, fir, 
returned the young lady, * you have been' 
© miſinformed, for I never yet have beheld 
the infide of that habitation.T? You aſto- 
*nifh me,” reply'd' the captain, pleaſure 
glowing on his cheek, but the remem- 
brance of his father's declaration coming 
acroſs him, he added, with altered looks 
and accent, you were intimate with lady 
Brightley, and the young baronet, not- 
* withſtanding ?* © F had the pleaſure of ſee- 
© ing the lady and/gentteman ydu mention,“ 
replied miſs Forteſcue, the firſt day I ar- 
* rived at Brightley, at your father's.” 
And at no other time? interrogated Mr. 
Finch. No other, upon my honor,” re- 
turned the innocent girl. But why, added 
„en 55 6 the, 
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me, * ſhould you ſuſpect the contrary: pure 
Miſs Forteſcue,” replied Mr. Finch, I 
ſincerely beg your pardon for my imperf- 
tinence; though did you know my mo- 

* tives, for being thus inquiſmive, 1 _ 
you would not be inclined to pardon me. 
* Bleſs me, ſaid miſs Forteſcue, what can” 
you mean? you will really; fir, make me 
« uneaſy; unleſs you explain yourſelf.. O0 
miſs Forteſcue, ſaid! Mr. Finch, this is 
a ſtring »I ought not to have touched 
upon. I ſhould, from many conſiderations, 
have reſtrained” my curioſity, as your 
fortune plates you no leſs beyond my 
* reach, than my father's intention, with 
reſpect to the happy baronet. Vet I will 
preſume to declare; that ſit William ® 
* Brightley cannot be more ſenſible of your 
merit, and innate perfections than I am, 
though proſperity, and the attainment of 
your affections, will be the lot of the 
one, narrow circumſtances, and the keen 
mortification of loſing what he muſt ever 
* elteem, the portion of the other.“ An 
inbred Res, ſcaled the lips of this un- 
inſtructed 


* 


| E An. acknowledging the favourable ſenti- 
ments; ban entertained for the man before 
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ed innocent, and reſtrained ' her 


her, or betraying, the gentle compaſſion 


bis expreſſions, had excited in her tender 


breaſts, The artleſs bluſh: that adornedi'her 
cheek, alone ſpoke, encouragement, and” 


her loyer began to. conceive, from the ſoft 


confuſion, his declaration had apparently 
occalianed;/ in her undiſſembling heart, 
that he vas by no means indifferent to her. 
Had I been born a haronet, reſumed the 
young gentleman. or was my paternal 
v inheritance, ought: beſides the valuable 
© reflection; of my parent᷑s virtues, perhaps, 
my pretenſions would not be diſcounte- 


nanced by miſo Forteſcue's friends, but 


*-an alliance will, undoubtedly, be ſought 


for her, ſuitable in dignity, to thoſe ex- 
pectations, her large poſſeſſions intitle 


cher to; nor would the poor pretender 
© eſcape the brow - beatings of the wealthy, 
< however ſincere his affection, however 


<,unexceptionable his origin.“ Alas, ſaid 


che N miſs 1 with a look of 
ſweet 


enn a Hein 43 % | 
ſweet perplexity, the favours of fortune 
but expoſe the poſſeſſor to calamities un- 
known to the peaceful indigent: for 
ſurely, a greater cannot be found in the? 
c catalogue of human ills, than a diſunion 
©. of hearts. and ſentiments, in thaſe beings. 
vyhoſe lives are caſt in one inevitable lot. 
The felicity I- have experienced in the 
company and converſation of - your good 
mother, has its ſource in the ſimilitude of 
our diſpoſitions, her wiſhes, her ĩnelina · 
tions, ſo perfectly coincide with mine, 
that in complying: with her humqur, I 
* entirely follow. my on: I can, from that: 
ſingle inſtance, form a too ſenſible judg- 
ment of the unhappineſs an ingenuous- 
mind mult endure in an.oppoſite- ſtate, 
© where. every. conceſſion would be conſi- 
dered as a violence, every compliance re- 
© pugnant to the will. I tremble. hut to 
think how my peace would be, wounded, 
vas I compelled to dwell even with your | 
mother under ſuch ann circum- 
q * Rances, 
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obſervation; and the ſilly lout, by mak ing 

__ - _ himſelf unſeaſonably viſible, became a mor- 
_- tifying interruption to their converſation.” 
© O-miſs,* ſaid the honeſt farmer, I had a 
letter from London, yeſterday, from your 
father, mighty full of queſtions concern- 


than: Six r 

Farmer Johnſon, having cakenkis rounds 
amongſt his labourers in the field, was re- 
turning home, througby a path adjoining to- 
that the lovers had taken, and which was 


divided only by a hedge of hawthorn; a 


voice. unexpettedly faluting. his ear, he 


ſtopped, and looked on every fide in order 


to diſcover hence it proceeded. Fhe or- | 
namental part of the captain's coat glitter-' 

ing with uncommon. luſtre, the ſun-beams* 
darting directly upon it, ſoon attracted his 


ing your health and happineſs, he's a good 
*gentleman Pl be anſwerable, and a loy- 
v ing father, for he fays; he can no longer 


live without you, and begs the favour, that 


*;5 His honor's humble word to me, to ſe 


yon ſaſe to that great place which | never 


did fee in all my born days, but ſhall, 4 
5 ſerve Lou, go to it now in my old age.” 
- 0 — : This 
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This news was equally unwelcome to this 
gentle pair, but as the farmer continued 


Mr. Finch was too prudent to mention the 
concern he felt, leſt he ſhould. not only be- 
tray the ſecret of his heart to his neigh» 
bour, but have it hetrayed to more impor- 


moved by this ſummons of her father, at 


obligation of promoting the cauſe of that 
be under the immediate direction and diſ. 


rival at the houſe of Mr. Johnſon, miſs 
impatiently ran over the contents of her 
letter, and found, by her farher's impor- 
tunity, that her ſtay in Gloceſterſhire 


this dire command, notwithſtanding the 
ſevere conſttaint her compliance with it, 
. lay upon her inclination. Some 
. tears 


plodding on only a few paces before them, 


tant ears. He indulged the pleaſing 
thought, as they moved on in ſilent medi- 
tation, that miſs Forteſcue would be re- 


an equal diſtance from the baronet as him 
ſelf, and his own father releaſed from the 


tremendous youth, as the lady would then | 


poſition of a ſuperior power. On their ar- 


muſt be ſhort. There was no oppoſiag 
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Fg | tears 97 involunta ur fily forced their Paſſage, 
Puhich ine placed to Mrs. Finch's account; - 


- the ſaid ſhe was unable to ſuſtain. Better 
Shad it been for me,“ ſaĩd the, never to 


4 ther's houſe - keeper ſhall 1 again be 
- committed,” who is far from having the 
natural feelings of tenderneſs. She is un- 
qualified for every taſk, but domeſtic 


L diſpoſition, and want of education, yet 


_ *:well-bred, and engaging characters, your 
* mother (invariably fills with dignity and 


forbidden apple, to perceive my own ig- 
gorance, and the inſufficiency of that 
„Woman's 1 with whom I-muſt 


EAens xi 


gs a ſeparatioin from her would be a ſtroxe 


have experienced her almoſt maternal 
| 4 indulgence, than to be ſo ſuddenly [torn 
from it for ever. To the care of my fas 


drudgery, both by the ſervility of her 


* ſhe muſt be my conſtant, my only com- 
panion, and ſupply to the ſenſible, the 


*:eaſe. To what purpoſe has my mind 
been enlarged, but like the knowledge 
imparted to the firſt female, by the fatal 


eee 
* 
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And muſt miſs Forteſeve,”" maik Mer + 
Binch,/hoveaſeerbervnge ihnece(fVle-2o/all | 
her friends? When 1 rejoin my corps, 
«< whoſe quarters are not far from London, 
muſt I never preſume to Enquire after 
her health? My viſits, perhaps, would 
< offend, as their motive could not de long 
concealed from the penetration of Mr. 
Forteſcue. My render ſolicitude would 
< betriy me; nor could 1 preferve the 
cool behaviour of a common acquaint- 
© ance, glowing as my keatt nom does, 
with affectionate reſpect. Inſtruct me, 
« dear mifs Caroline,” to bear this evil 
< with fortitude, and hard though the le- 
«'fon will be if you will, condeſcend to be 
my teacher, I Wilk not _— e adopt | 
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J, fir, am but ill _—_ for inſtruc- 
© tion,” ſighed the lovely miſs Caroline, 
© eſpecially where fubmiſſion and refigna- 
nation are wanting. They are virtues 1 
can hardly boaſt in common with my * 
*\pecies, and confeſs chat I never more, 
than 
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Shay: on th preſent - occaſion, | ſtood in 
need of their ſupport. Your mother, your 
valuable mother, ſir, recurs continually 

upon my mind, and convinces me, that 1 
am both a weak and a frail being. un- 

/* equal to trials, unequal to misfortune. 
C But if you pleaſe, we will dwell no long- 
er on ſuch diſagreeable themes. I am 
„not,“ ſaid Mr. Finch, * ſo far maſter of 
2 myſelf, as to forbear making a per- 
haps ungenerous uſe of the happy op-. 

* portunity now given me, of learning my 
1 '« deſtiny. I am impelled by that uncon- 
0 querable affection, by which my heart i is 
« informed, to intreat you to tell me, what 
4 my. future expectations muſt: be. I am 
above the mean, contemptible artifice, 
* of engaging you into any other connec- 
© tion with my preſent circumſtances, than 

* juſt giving me hope; if I could but flatter 
myſelf that I am not diſagreeable to you, 

' * my. greateſt, my moſt dreadful difficulty, 
« would be ſdrmounted, 1 that ſatisfac- 
\t tion will ſecure your peace, returned 


the innocent maid,” * a be afſured, that you 
are 


ung. -* FT 
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me.“ * Think me not encragching, my | 
dear mils Forteſcue, ſaid the captain, 1 % 


only add, that I have nothing to appre- 
hend on. Gr William Brightley's account, 
* and I will preſume no farther. “ My 
knowledge,” replied miſs Forteſcue, of 
that gentleman, is inſuſficient to bias me 
in his favour; nor do I believe he could 
have obtained my approbation, by even 
* the moſt uninterrupted aſſiduity. 1 Hall 
never, in all probability, behold him more, 
nor do I wiſh ſo to do.“ It is enough,“ 

ſaid Mr. Finch, I will be (ſatisfied with _ 
your unprecedented goodneſs, and flatter 
myſelf, that you will be reduced, thereby, 


to beſtow a kind thought, upon a man 


* who will never ceaſe to remember you 
in the r 


They were now within nge of Nr. 
| Finch's: habitation, and peteeived the be- 
nevolent -maſter watching their return, 
Miſs Forteſcue burſt into tears, upon en - 
tering — to the aſtoniſtment and 
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intelligence, and, for the firſt time, was 
heard to complain. Our ſatisfactions, my 
< dear,” ſaid ſhe, addreſſing her huſband, 
« I think have of late, dropped off in quick 
42 ſucceſſions, and when our Frank is oblig- 
ed to leave us, this village, which a few 
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concern of thoſe good friends, who be 
ſought her, tenderly, to inform them, to 


what cauſe they ſhould aſcribe her uneaſi- 


neſs. I am almoſt aſhamed, my dear 
madam, ' ſaid miſs Caroline, to con- 


feſs, that it is owing to a ſummons 1 
have received from my father to return 
immediately to London. It has, cer- 
* tainly, an unnatural appearance, to even 


wiſh to remain from under his pro- 


tection and countenance, but you, I 


© know, would excuſe me, if you could 

« conceive the life of - obſcurity and ſoli- 

4 tude, to which I ſhall be conſigned, not- 
+ withſtanding my abode will de in * 
e ee. 


Is 


"Mrs. F 130 was SLY affeed byithia 


C months ago, could. boaſt a polite and 


& atnicable- ſociety, will become an al- 
< moſt dreary uninhabited waſte, and our 
« amuſements::will, 1 fear, loſe their for- 
mer power of pleaſing.” © You are a 
wicked -murmurer,' replied Mr. Finch, 
ſmiling, for have we not yet an amiable 
pair left amongſt us? As for this good 
child,“ continued he, I am only ſurpriſ- 
© ed we have ſo long enjoyed her company, 
* and hope ſhe will have no reaſon to 
© regret a change of ſituation, which ſhe 
might hourly expect. I have a notion, 
her father begins to think her marriage - 
able, and has got ſome ſwain in his eye. 
What ſay you, Caroline, are you willing 
© to obey your father's command in ſuch a 
© caſe?* I hope ſir, returned miſs For- 
teſcue, my father will not require an im- 
plicit obedience from me, but condeſcend, 
in ſome meaſure, to conſult my inclina- 
tions, in an affair of ſuch: importance. 
Heyday, ' replied Mr. Finch, what new 
* fangled notions are theſe ? What, would 
© girl in hanging-ſleeves, be conſulted in 
* the choice of a huſband ?? ; Sir, return- 
©3609 | D 3 ed 
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ed miſs Forteſeue, with ſome warinth, if 
Jam too young to chuſe, 4 am too young 
to be choſen; that is a mauim I have ever 
adopted, and will ever maintain. 0 
_ chbrave, ſaid the jocaſe Mr. Finch, you 
«will certainly tun feſtive on your father's 
© hands, he had better commit you to my 
management. By ſueh kind of good 
humaured methods, did this worthy man 
endeavour to divert His wife and her little 
friend, but withaut ſucceſs; the traces of 
ſorrom were wilible in each of their coun- 
tenancoes, and deep furroms were made in 
bee Fee 2:0 ba 5 
he alive henna 
apace, and ithe farmer made his appearance 
mounted and „as on a former .Qcca» 
fion, for her) conveyance 40 meet the 
tage, before ſhe could prevail upon her- 
ſelf to make amy preparation. Her. elothes 
wore then packed up in haſte, and the laſt 
atlieu ſpaken in hrok en and precipitate ac- 
cents. Pbe lover attanded his miſtreſs to 


che e waited the , aurival of that 
coach 
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coach which was to convey: her from his 
ſight, perhaps for ever, with am agitated 
heart, and put her into it, with an afflic- 
tion too big fox utteranco. He ſtood upon 
an eminence until, even- che· cloud of duſt 
was diſperſed. that the, carriage. raiſed, and 
then returned with · a ſolemn dejected page, 
unaccompanied, fave. by a ſimple. plough- 
boy, unto the houſe; of his father. Mr, 
caught by his little favourite, and ſceretly 
rejoiced, from that obſervation, at her re- 


moaval, He conſidered her as. ſuperior; in 
fortune to whatever a child of his could 
expect, and was fat from, imagining. that 
ſhe had: made io deep an, impreſſien upon 


his naturally, gay 5 ee ag he 
had/ in reality. e 
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Mr. F e RFA Na with kind. 
pal. and joined with Rebecca: in ac - 
knowledgiog, that ſhe was much improv- 
od. * Caroline,” ſaid he, * fall to mor- 
«© row have company to dinner, [-therefore 
: * hatgs you. to dreſs. to the beſt adyan- 
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; Tbe apiirenbne ot for this young 
: ay was in partnerſhip with Mrs. Rebec- 
ca, which was an extreme mortification'to 
miſs Forteſcue, as ſhe was ſenſible the 

would not only prove a ſpy upon her acti- 
ons, but interrupt, by her impertinent and 
unmeaning chat, many an agreeable reflec- 


17 tion bers ſhould wiſh to indulge. e cont 
et k note 2» avi 
No ſooner did the light b in pol 
this indefarigable domeſtic, than ſhe aroſe 
to prepare, for the grand entertainmen 
her maſter bad Adee, and which an 
fübmitted to her direction and manage 
ment, without controut. At eight o'clock 
ſhe diſturbed her young lady, notwithſtand- 
ing the fatigue of her journey, to aſſiſt her 
in; of at leaſt, be a ſpectator of, her notable 
Performance. The kitchen was the place 
appoitited for her breakfaſting, in which 
repaſt Mrs. Rebecca was a participater. 


The old farmer was gone out, under the 
$735 G | condu& 
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conduct of a raw lad, her father's. foot - boy, 
to ſee the Monument and the Lions, the 
only things, he ſaid, he had any curioſitx 
about. Down ſat this young lady with 
great diſſatisfaction, to the ordinary table, 
provided for the occaſion, and was ſup- 
plied with ordinary tea, and butter of the 
rankeſt kind. Her palate had. long been 
diſuſed to ſuch unpleaſant flavours, nor 
would her tender ſtomach digeſt the un- 

wholeſome food. Her heart underwent 
| the ſevereſt pangs, at this proſpect of 
wretchedneſs, nor did ſhe conceive it pol- 
ſible ſne could ever again be inured to it. 
She was not unmindful of her father's 
commands, with reſpect to her perſonal 
adornment, and made, as ſhe was wont, a 
very pretty, elegant appearance. At two 
o'clock, the rap of conſequence denoted. 
the arrival of the grand viſitants, which 
proved to be an elderly lame gentleman, 
is lady, a maſculine, moroſe, haughty look - 
ing woman, a young flirting, plain girl, 
his daughter, and a fribbliſh youth of eigh- . 
teen or twenty, his ſon and heir. Mr. 
8 * f D 4 „ 


wider the appellation of the gitl he had 
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deſeue's wig of eminence adorned His 
brows, which ſeldom - ſuw the light but on 
dark ovcafions.in Weſtminſter-halli He re- 
_ evived\ his very goud: friends · with the air 
of 4 countior; and taking hi daughter by 
the hand; pruſemod her to them ſtverally, 


mentioned.. Mrs. Macpherſon, the name 
ob thx family of noble and ancient deſcent 
im the North, faid; the young” lady had 
too much of the peaſant! in her counte- 
nance, hut poſſibly thar might wear off, 
by a few monchs continuance in tho ton 
air, Miſs caſt abundance of ſuperſfitious 
ances at Her, but did: not condefrend to 
honor her by a verbal notice. Phe youth, 
ſtared at her with the confidence of a 
bum - ailiff, and the old gentleman gave 
ler, once in the whole: viſit, a ſigniſicant 
nod; Miſs Forteſcue, was vaſtly puzzled 
to what: cauſe'to impure their ſtrange: be- 
haviour;. but ſhe was obliged: to truſt: to 
time for the-unraveling of theſe unaceount- 
able proceedings, as Rebecca was as cloſo as 
' the grave, and miſs's ſpirit above applying 
21 E to 
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to hen ſor ini atom The nent morn- 
ing the ſame ald: gentleman. ambied to 
breakdaft;. wick: hen fathen, and was ſhoe up 
ſeveral” hours wich him in private confer- 
ence. The reſut of which wilE be gy 
RIO eres . n 

Dong ee ae tHe Hides | 
enjoyed, in the gay ſcenes of Paris, a con- 
tiaual ſueceſſſon of pleaſing amuſements. 
The airy politeneſs, the parade of com- 
phment, and the propenſity to gallantry, | 
and uninterrupted mirth, that prevailed 
amongſt this volatile, light. fed people, 
pitaſed Mrs: Shelburne beyond expreſſion. 
She entered into the ſpirit of the country; 
and, becauſe the natives were unreſerved. 
ſhe threw- off all reſtraint; and painted 
patehed and coqueteed with the beſti of 
them. Niſd Shelburne was frequentiy hurt 
by ber mother's. imprudent ſallies, both im 
converſation. and: conduct, but the invari- 
: able . neee 1 
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her mother's behaviour occaſioned her: 
Sir William, under the diſcreet eye and 


well. judged direction and influence of Mr. 


Stevens, preſerved his manners untainted, 


his integrity uncorrupted. The fair in 


VvVoain ſtrove to allure: him, he being no leſs 
diſguſted by their forward levity, than by 


their borrowed complexions. No native 
innocence, no gentle timidy informed a 
French mind ; the girls, in hanging ſleeves, 


were expert in coquetry, and, far read in 


romance, their tongues n a lan- 


guage foreign to their hearts, and their 
eye ſparkle with unbecoming meaning. 
The double entendre, ſo much the taſte of 
that nation, was a ſpecies of wit the baro- 
| net could never comprehend, and,was in- 
capable of fancying it either bright, or 


conſiſtent with good breeding. Adultery, 
though- dignified with the ſplendid. ap - 
pellations of gallantry, intrigue and amour, 
was till; in his opinion, the ſame attroci- 
ous crime, underſtood in England, by 


the plain epithet of diſhonouring the wife 
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* * and wounding him in 
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the niceſt, tendereſt points, his fame, and 
his peace. The favours of the unſhakled 
fair, if wantons, were odious and diſguſt-" 
ful to him; if | retaining the character of 
chaſtity however encouraging their ad- 


vances, he held the taking advantage of 
them, as highly criminal, and promiſed 


himſelf never to have the fin of ſeduction 


to anſwer for. Their ceremony was trou- 
bleſome to him, and their inſincerity deſ- 
picable. In ſhort, he bleſſed himſelf each 

morning, that he was born an Engliſh. 
man, and the ſame remembrance, each 
evening, filled kis heart with thankful- 


. 


Mrs. Shelburne's ear, ſo long diſuſed to 
the voice of that irreſiſtible charmer, flat- 
tery, drank in rich draughts from the riſ- 
ing until the ſetting ſun. Monſieur Friſ- 
eur her hair- dreſſer, and monſieur Cou- 
teau her nail-pairer, were ſo well ſkilled 
in this pleaſing art, that they ſucceſſively 
recommended themſelves to her favourable 


conſideration, The hours of their. attend- 


60 Kxom Six IT 


ance became the moſt ILY to her itt 
the whole twenty. four and (ſhe. received 
their deveirs and adulation with more plea- 
ſure than Het daily bread; They ſeparately 
congratulated themſelves on their bon adreſſe, 
and doubted not but they were in the high 
road: to receiving! not only perſonal, buy 
pecuniary, favours; from: this vnpoliſhed 
Hiterate Engliſhwoman. She enjoyed the 
happineſt of being admired, for a long 
time, unſuſpected, by her daughter, and 
the reſt of the party, and without the pti- 
vit of any one, ſave the pliunt hand maid, 
whoſe friendly offers miſs Shelburne's 
_ prudence rejected, though in the greateſt 
n. | 


— moſt unfortunately, one 
morning, that Mrs. Shelburne, intending 
to favour each with a private interview, as 
uſual for want of due attention in the 
Hour of appointment, Mr. Friſeur was 
ſurpriſed by his competitor at the feet of 
his languiſhing: beauty, offering up the 
a this benign 

dieity. 
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deity. The proſtrata lover aroſe, and dart» 
edi a revengeful gſance at the unſeaſonable 
intruder; who, retucning it in kind, an 
altercation. ſucceeded; which nibng very 
high, at length» alarmed; lady Brightley, - 

miſs Shelburne;: and che youryg gentlemen; 

who inſtantly repaired to the ſcene of action. 
Weapons they had none, either offenſive or 
defenſive, except thoſe occupied in their 
ſeveral: proſeſſions, which they had hand- 
led, during them verbal fray; with ſa mn 
dexterity; that, before the young gentlemen 
could interpoſe, the room was beſtrewed 
with the foretops, bags, and mercury- 
wings: of the furious opponents. | The 
appearance of ſo- many genteel perſons, 
diſeoneerted the combatants, and inſtanta- 
neouſly cooled their courage, they picked 
up their diſpoxled- ornaments, andiendeas 
voured to- malte à retreat ai la mode de 
Frangois, hut ſir Wilkam, wich a politeneſs 
truly Engliſn, preſumed to detain theſe 
gentlemen, in 55 to be ang; the _ 
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eee honor of Mrs. Shel⸗ 
burne, and in order to ſpare miſs as much 
mortification as poſſible, he rang for a ſer- 


vant to ſhew/them the door, a grace he 


thought beneath the dignity of his own 
character. This adventure, as it could 
not be concealed, induced them to leave 
Paris abruptly, to avoid the ridicule, one 
woman's folly and indiſcretion would draw 
upon them all. Mrs. Shelburne was ſuf- 
ficientiy puniſned by this ſtep, and re- 
mained tullen' during a whole two mm 
eee W nden 5; 
. 
-Aegular is light, regimen, a in 
general, hearts eaſe, contributed to reſtore 
to health and chearfulneſs, the delicate 
miſs Lucy Shelburne, whoſe mind was no 
leſs tender than her conſtitution. Mr. 
Stevens enjoyed the ſatisfaction of her con- 
'yerſation, without reſtraint, and was her 
conſtant companion, when confined by in- 
diſpoſition, diſinclination for viſiting, or 
over fatigue. ; Friendſhip, in the moſt diſ- 
ed and extenſixe ſenſe, they ſcrupled 
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not ito -acknowledge for fbr each other 1 | 
diſclaimed the power of the blind, but 
unerring archer; notwithſtanding this ſelf. . 
deceit, their hearts were irreparably trans · 
fixed by the keeneſt arrow in ee 
CO] ..V 21839 VWKnE! 3561 10 Hann 
Alter our little company had viſited! ſe- 
Why provinces of note, ſubject to the 
Grande Monarque, they took the route to 
Italy; where fir William was as much difaz 
risfied at the inacteſſibleneſs of the fair Ita. 
lians, as he had been diſguſted, by the 
other extreme, in their neighbours the 
French. The love of his own country. was 
ſtill predominant, and the cuſtoms thereof 
revered by him. There, only, Stevens,“ 
he would lay, * is mediocrity practiſed z 
©there, only, is a proper intercourſe of the 
* ſpecies; our females are as free from Gal. 
* jic: folly and levity, as they deſervedly en- 
joy an exemption from Italic reſtrain: 
How finely are our laws calculated for 
their advantage, as well as ours! their 
© grievances redreſſed, and their liberty un- 
1 infringed! The nn mu not aſſume 
Sau HOU 1279 en $0114) © 
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ties of the other. The:churekes, the ruinous 


TH Den Sex ine 

ae er 
children to a wnnched nunnery, ta waſte 
©ſpring, and conſerrock upon them, with 
© out their'conſent,” merehy ta prevent the 
reduction of the family eſtate by too 


man heirs, and: perpetuane! the lhaſttious 
_ © folly: of am airy marqui or camte. My 


6-hware;” he would: add, ſtill retains! its. fas 
8 yourtble1mprefien- of yourififter; norſhall 
fic be long uavifired; whom] return to my 
endeared native fol; Out anhals woulid 


| * have: bed with many noble 
„ then be Elieabea would CONE 
6. e eee BI 35 


13 


Fb n a Rome and Ve- 


nice, than at any; other capitobz the baronet 


being particularly criticab in his obſervations 
an the antiquities of the one, and the beau - 


ſtruct ures, the almoſt animated perform - 


a ueæs af tie ſeverab maſtato in ſc ulpture, and 


the: ini mitahh paintings af a Rapharl, a 


= — a TO and other incomparable 


artiſts, 
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| artiſts, alternately. engaged his intenſo ad- 
miration; nor did. men, manners, and the 
peculiar polity of each conſtituzion: eſeape 
him. He was uſually, quick in his percep- 
tion of the juſtice, as of the! Hlegalivy: of 
many of their eſtabliſned maxims, burde( - 
potiſm was ever irreconcilable: with his 
agreeable to equity, he would: ſay, that: a 
prince, however weak; tyrannic, or inhus 
man, ſhould: be inveſts with: authority 

over, not only, the property, but lives of = 
his ſubjecte ? ſhall & man becom 


w his diſꝑleaſure & Shafli his lit he expoſed © 
to the: haaard and continual: apprehenſions 
of being toro; from bis family. impriſormi 
and tortured, even to death, to gratiſ tie 
malice, ambition or avarice, of that ſove- 
reign;. who is bound: by every tye of can- 
dour and honour, to be his protetbor? I 
a king is to he conſidered as the father of 
his people, is not the deſtruction of his 
children, an action no leſs. regagnant to 
nature than humanity ? The ſlave in the 
12 mine 


: apoſtrophe; O England! Happy, peaceful 
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mine has this advantage of the ſave dig 
nified by titles, that his eſtate is incapable 


of reduction, and, by being concealed from 


che eye, he has a chance to eſeape the per- 


ſecution and malevolence of his prince. 
No coutts are open here for redreſs of inju- 


ries, no bold complaints of deprivation of 


| Wy property can here be preferred, no relief 
obtained from oppreſſion's hand. On theſe 


occaſions he always concluded with this 


port! The ſeat of juſtice, liberty, and 


kappineſs l The peaſant there can call his 
otott his own, and the man of large poſſeſ- 

ſions, paſs his days in eaſe, nor apptehend 

the mark of prey being fixed upon him, 


for only appearing to 0 the 4 750 
or his thor. 

- During cheir continuance- in this part. of 
the world; Mrs. Shelburne remained diſſa- 
tisfed and unentertained. She would have 


applied to her huſband: to recall his daugh- | 


ter,” had ſhe not been reduced to ſome kind 


* docility and awe by her French adven- 


Kan 1 ture. 
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tire. She was too wðell zcquainted with 
her huſband's diſpoſition, not to be certain} 
that ſuch a tale would be grating to his 
ears, and, therefore, | endeavoured; to the 


beſt of her ability, to make a virtue of ne- 


ceſſity, and wear a ſmile upon her faee, 


etwithſtanding her mortified heart. They 


propoſed returning by the Hague, | miſs 


Shelburne having a deſire to ſee that emi- 
nent village. Lady Brightley was far from 
repenting the ſtep ſhe had taken to oblige 
her; ſon, as every day gave her ſome freſn 


proof of his ſtrength of judgment, good - 


neſs of heart, and filial tenderneſs. The 
| beauties of his character had, like the roſe | 


of the deſart, been perpetually obſcured, if 


he had continued confined alone to his na- 
tive clime; There he would have had no 
opportunity of diſplaying thoſe innate vir= 


tues he poſſeſſed, of delicacy, honour, and 
ſteadineſs, in the practice of which he was 
uniform and invariable, as the allurements 
of vice would not have been ſo unlimited 


and eee nen nenen, nor 
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remove, and tho-impropriety, of his -ſen tis 
mens correfted. by a judgment no leſa 
clear and impartial, m hu - 


* 
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by: him, wich pleaſure and approbation: 
Nor: was the remembrance, that his travels 
werd to terminate in that little village, in 
the. ſmalleſt degree, either mortifyiug or 
painful to him. Such a companion as Mr. 
Fineh he had: nov fbund in a foreigher, of 


any denomination: ner ſo valuable a female 


che wiſe of that amiable friend. Ide pro- 
miſed him telt infinite ſariſaſtion; in com» 
paring. his on remarks with that worthy 
gentletnan's ;.as ling having: lis. prejudioes 


nnr 
O this: „ Sindy 3 WE "_ 
Hinges: they were met by an Enghſh pa- 
quet, replete withi news ob confequence toy 
a0 leaſt, one member of their community. 
Stevens was yr ſurpriſed with 


* 
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che follow ing letter from his mother, in- 
2 — mme . 


deen. 7 2 


F. I could bonflde/ riches 6 grind 
of the juſt, natwithſtanding they are 

0 * by the all-wiſe diſtributor, indiſ- 
eriminately on all men; 1 ſhould invite 
you to return, to receive the recompence 

© of* your filial piety, and patient reſigna- 
tion ro the diſpenſations of providence. 
© Your grandfather, my child, is no more, 
© and has been profuſe in his proviſion for 
your 'fiſter and you, in his laſt moments, 
though he fo long denied you abate ſub- 
6 fiſtence before. It is impoſſible for me to 
tell you the large poſſeſſions you may no - 
© call your omn, as: the ꝑlate and jewels you 
are intitled to are of an immenſe value. 
Nhe eſtate bequeathed you is three thou- 
ſand pounds a year, and, to your ſiſter, 
eighteen thouſand puunds. I flatter my; 
* ſelf that I hall have the happineſs to had 
my children as far from a blameable ela- 
un their proſperity, adh have hap; 
* pily 
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ly avoided all depreſſion, and unworthy” 
< murmuring, in adverſity. Affluence is no 
< leſs a ſtate of tryal, than contracted cir- 
_ © cumſtances, and the temptations to evil 
© are more numerous in the former, than 
* the. latter; as luxury and eaſe are, fre- 
«quently, the bane of youthful hearts, It 
is in your own power, by a properly bear- 
ing and employing the unexpected bleſ- 
« lings that are now dealt out to you, to 
© confirm, or obliterate, the remembrance 
© of your former virtues, and rejoice your 
' © mother's heart, with a ſatisfaction, neither 
4 * ſickneſs nor misfortune can deprive her 


0 to the worthy family to whom I acknow- 
: Le; perpetual obligations and eſteem, 


2 


mae Your affectionate mother, 


, 1 


eH#* of q . l 
4 : | vw 7 ' 
rin eee; an „M. Srxvans, 
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Mr. Stevens's HOES aint indi- 
cated the pleaſure he derived from the con- 
tents of his mother's letter, inſomuch, that 
the 3 lady Wighaley aid, .ſhe pre- 


g ſumed 
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ſumed the might give him joy of ſome extra- 


ordinary pleaſing event. I acknowledge,” - 


© replied Mr. Stevens, I have cauſe to re- 
« joice, and have a juſt ſenſe of your ladyſhip's 
grateful congratulations, but muſt beg 
< to be excuſed communicating the news 
have received, at this juncture. It is the 
« firſt indulgence of ſo ſtrange, and, in ap- 
« pearance, abſurd, a nature, I have ever 
viſhed to be granted me; but I will, here- 
© after, convince my friends, that reaſon, 
not caprice, ſuggeſted this particular in- 
cli nation.“ We are, returned lady Bright- 
ley, looking round, I dare believe all of 
us exempt from impertinent curioſity, 
and, therefore, willingly (I take upon me 


1 — - 


vou in your preſent humour, on condition 
that we are, one day, permitted to ſhare 

your happineſs, by a friendly ſympathy.” 
Mr. Stevens bowed, with a grateful heart, 
and withdrew, in order to recollect himſelf, 
his ideas having undergone a total diſſipa- 
tion by his ſurpriſe and joy. The adverſe 
ſttokes of fortune can be ſupported even 


by 
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by the greateſt minds, with more propriety 
and decorum than the reverſe, as we are 
by che latter thrown off our guard, and 
- have ſo many dormant paſſions awakened, 
which impel us to betray the weak ſide of 
vur characters, and require the utmoſt cir- 
unſpection to diſeover, through the thick 
made af vanity and ſeif· love, by which they 
are ſurrounded, as well. as reſolution to re- 
train them, uithin proper bounds, and is 

undaubtedly the moſt difficult taſk of hu- 
man nature. 10 


N . 
/ 4 ts & * 
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Mr. Stevens had a check upon his tran- 
ports, though it had no other foundation 
nhan in chis imagination, as. it was not in the 
power of fortune to give him felicity, un- 
ee eee with miſs Shelburne. 


— 4 all naps the: had en- 
— wich that young lady, he had never 
made her acquainted with his ſentiments. 
Hanor and poverty had kept him ſilent, 
but now that he was, by a change of cir- 


cumſtance, authorized, as it were, to de- 
clare 
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and doubts inſeparable from a pure and 
diſimereſted paſſion, took poſſeſſion of his 
heart. Should ſhe diſlike him, ſhould he be 
refuſed, were apprehenſions that obtruded 
themſelves; and it was ſome time before he 


could compoſe theſe ſeveral agitations; 


= 
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The remembrance of fir William's pre- 
Judice, wich reſpect to his ſiſter, was not 
forgotten by him; and he, at laſt, deter- 
mined to engage Mr. Finch's aſſiſtance in 
carrying a ſcheme againſt the baronet's 
heart into execution. Her family was by 
no means inferior to that young gentle- 
man's, and miſs Stevens was, by her 
Srandfather's generoſiry, rendered ſome- 
what worthy of him in point of fortune; 
he, therefore, wrote to Mr. Finch, and, 
after informing him of his grandfather's 
death, introduced fir Wilham's whithſical 
attachment to his ſiſter, and begged the 
favour of chat gentleman to give the baro- 
net an opportunity of ſeeing her, by invi- 
ting / her uo Brightley a few days before 
Vox. II. e - _ their 


L 
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their return, without mentioning her name 
for a ſhort period, or diſcovering her cir- 
cumſtances; ſubmitting the conſequence to 
* chance, or, to ſpeak more RT 
1 1 of providence. | 507 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Pr Pioch eee gave into the 
| e propoſed by Mr. Stevens, and en- 
gaged the young hdy's company, previous 
to the meeting of his friends. Mrs. Stevens 
herſelf declined the invitation, but moſt 
willingly ſent her daughter, in compliance 


with * worthy officer's "1 


Me. Stevens Fran was ſtrongly divi- 
x ded, between his deſire of practiſing a little 
_ honeſt artifice, in order to diſcover the ba- 
Y tonet's real ſentiments of his ſiſter-on an 
interview, in the character of a. ſtranger, 
and. declaring his * concealed _— 
RE att wer 


c 


"To 1 with * lady i in e his 
inclination for her unrevealed, and, pof- 
blys expoſing her iP: Rs which 
2 | (unen- 
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(unengaged as he imagined her) ſhe might 
be induced to approve, was running a riſk 
of too great conſequence, not to cauſe him 
the utmoſt perplexity. Lady Brightley 
apreeably relieved him from this ſolicitude, 
by telling Mrs. Shelburne, tharthe hoped 
miſs Lucy's father would not make the leaſt. 


heſitation to oblige her with her daughter's 


company for a few months, in return for 
the Jong] Journey: * had nun on her AC> 


This ſoon archi ſafe in Lands, a 
Mr. Shelburne profeſſed himſelf under the 

higheſt obligations to lady Brightley, for 

her kind care of his Lucy, and immedi- 
ately complied with her ladyſhip's requeſt, 
with reſpect to taking her into Gloceſter- 
ſhire. Mr. Finch was appriſed of their pro- 
ceedings and intentions, by Mr. Stevens, 
and went forth many miles to meet them, 
in their return to the village, accompanied 
by all its inhabitants, except the curate 
and his lady. The countenance of each at- 
— ruſtic was enlightened with joy un- 
0 E 2 feigned, 
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Signed, for the return of this worthy lady, 
and her amiable ſon. Miſs Stevens had 
been arrived at Mr. Finch's only three days 
preceding this happy occaſion, and accom- 
panied that gentleman and his lady in their 
friendly excurſion. 12 | 


She ws theſled to the utmoſt advantage 

"mourning would admit of, and her com- 
plexion received additional beauty from the 
diſmal contraſt by which it was ſurrounded. 
lady Brightley was the firſt who perceived 
the affectionate cavalcade, and, on Mr. and 
Mrs. Finch's ſaluting her with ſome oblig- 
. ing compliments, expreſſed a grateful ſur- 
riſe at this unexpected mark of their 
Friendſhip, and the attachment of the vil- 
Aagers. We,” returned that gentleman, 
congratulate ourſelves on this happy re- 
peopling our little retreat, as your arrival 
< will ane N 
'+enjoyed in your ne | 
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lady is that I ſee ? Oh,“ faid Mr. Finch, 
vit is a little friend of mine, whoſe merit, 
„Aflatter myſelf, will equally recommend 
her to your ladyſhip's favour an; honour, 
] can aſſure you, ſhe is extremely ambĩ- 
tious of. Come hither, my girl,“ conti- 
nued he, addreſſing miſs Stevens, and 
ſpeak for yourſelf.” The young lady ad- 
vanced, with a becoming modeſty, and 
exchanged an affoctionate look with her 

beloved brother, whoſe fraternal emotions 
were with difficulty ſuppteſſed; and, had 
not the company's attention been drawn 
off by other objects, could not poſſibly habe 
eſcaped their obſtrvation. Lady Brightley 
laid ſeveral polite things to miſs Stevens, 
and then, addreſſing Mr. Finch, Tell 
me, ſaid ſne, hy what magic you have 
+ allured this third agreeable female to our 
« obſcure village, and wWwüy 1 do not ſee 


miſs Forteſcue in this little train ?? * We | 


have loft that amiable girl, replied Mrs. 
Finch, ſome time, and ſo fur are my af. 
fections engaged” by her, that I almoſt 
*:xegret her abſence as much as that of my 

1 2 - * own | 


* 


1 Sin I 
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2h .own child, who has been obliged, with- 


in theſe laſt two months, to rejoin his- 
corps. That is very unlucky,” ſaid fir- 


William, I was in hopes we ſhould have 
reached Brightley before his departure.” 
What! no mention of miſs Forteſcue 

from you, fir knight ? ſaid Mr. Finch, 
ärchly, and have the united charms of- 


youth, beauty, and innocence, been in- 


©fufficient to ſubdue your inſenſibility? If 


©fo, I pronounce you in vulnerable. My 
time for ſighing is not yet come, fir,” re- 
turned the baronet, but I am fully per- 


_ © ſuatied; nevertheleſs, that there is ſuch a. 
day in ſtore for. me:? The coach then 


drove on to Mr. Finch's habrtation; where 
all the company alighted, and ſpent the 


evening agreeably together. Among other 
converſation, it was debated, whether miſs 
Shelburne ſhould make a viſit, or not, at 


the curate's. The gentlemen ſtrongly op- 


poſed it, from an opinion, that the treat- 


ment that lady had received from her aunt, 
_ np . tar 2 eigen ſhe- 
| 11 A En JH 28 PTE 14 WAS s 


1 
6 4 


= 


| * 8 
THELR Howou x. e 


was as diſcharged. from . n . re- 


Tat tye. 1 


"The ladies Cans by no means. coin- 
al herein, as a breach of-propriety in Mr. 
and Mrs. Slaughter, they could not con- 


ſider as an authority for a breach of duty _ 


jn miſs Shelburne; and therefore it was re- 
ſolved, by a majority, that ſhe ſhould make 
&-vilit at the prſonagehoule the next 
mammina 0 n a. | | 


Sir William bote but little part in 
this converſation. The elegance of miſs 
Stevens's manners, her blooming com- 
plexion, and ſtriking reſemblance of his 
friend, engaging his whole attention. Had 2 
ſhe not appeared in the gloomy trappings 
which cuſtom enjoins ſurviving relations to 
aſſume, in compliment. to the memory of 
departed friends, he would have challenged 
her, as the, undoubted ſiſter of his much 
eſteemed F rank; but the circumſtance of a 
fable habit puzzled him, and inclined him 
to delieye, that ſhe was brought to Bright- 
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ley, and eareſſed with ſuch peculiar marks 
of approbation, on the young captain's- 


account; a ſuggeſtion by no means pleaſing. 
to him. 
name and family, but apprehended the 


He was deſirous of enquiring her 


raillery of Mr. Finch, who, he was al- 
ſared, would impute his curioſity to an in- 
tereſted aceount. 


On their arrival at the hall, the baronet 
aſked his friend abundance of queſtions 
concerning this fair ſtranger, and added, 


I I fhouttl, Frank, have infallibly conclu - 
_ © ded ſne was a near relation of yours, had 


© not her dreſs been a contradiction to ſuch 
* conjecture.“ Mr. Stevens attended, 
with pleaſure, to ſir William's converſa- 
ton, and flattered himfclf, that he per- 
ceived ſome: favourable ſymptoms for the 
ſueceſs of his ſcheme, in the young gentle- 


- man's unaccuſtomed ſolicitude, with regard 


to his fifter. © There is,“ continued the 


baronet, © an uncommon ſimilitude in your 
features, and your voices are no lefs con- 


. bat. Sara it is amazing, that ſtrangers, 
| 6 ſhould, 
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fhould have ſo ſtrong a reſemblance of 
each other!” Perhaps, ſir, returned” Mr. 
Stevens, the likeneſs you take notice of, 
between that young lady and me, may 
+ conſiſt alone in your imagination, nor way 
« ſtrike lady Brightley or mifs Shelburne.” 
Now Erecolle&,* ſaid her ladyſhip, you 
are miſtaken, I am quite of my ſon's "ra 
nion; for, excepting. the feminine ſoft- 
« neſs, and beauty of her complexion, the 
© faces are exactly the fame.” What ſay you, 
© miſs Lucy, do not you think ſa? Four 
ladyſhip's ſentiments are mine,“ reply'd 
miſs Shelburne, as well on wm as Orr 
*otherorealions.” ONS 


The nent morning fr vun dne an 
early viſic to Mr. Finch, under the pre- 
tence of talking over foreign ſcenes; but 
that gentleman, wilfully unmindful of the 
thin diſguiſe, demanded, to whoſe account 
he ſhould place ſo unuſual a favour, as the 
company of fir William Brightley was, at 
ſeven o'clock. in the morning, unattended 
q his ſhadow, Mr. Stevens? The bara- 
E 5 net 
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net was Viabiy diſconcerted by tllis abrupt 
interrogative, and replied, he little expected 
ſuch an obſervation from Mr. Finch. 
Guilty, upon my honour,“ returned the 
; facetious gentleman; the infallible marks 
© of guilt are upon you. Come, come, 
© confeſs; and I-promiſe you ſhall not find 
© much difficulty in obtaining abſolution.* 
©1 do-confels, fir,“ replied fir William, 
< that] am aſtoniſhed. at your behaviour; 


but you are very welcome to divert __— 
0 ” at 15 ente e Oh 4991 
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* 


C Serve or med Mr. Finch, : chat 
. alone is confirmation. O' my word, the 
little archer has been very dexterous, 
Well, and how do you feel? very, very 
_ © fick t poor ſir William!“ I am glad to 
i ſee you fo merry, Gr,” returned the.baro- 

net (riſing, apparently mortified) * but as 
this difpofition but ill ſuits with the plea- 
ſure and improvement I promiſed myſelf 
rom your converſation, I will wiſh you 
2 good morning, yg renew Oo vilit at 
ſome other time. TEIN WORE en YA 
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And can you leave me, ſaid. Mr: Fs. ai 


. wkthourthe end of your viſitation's being 
anſwered? I will ring for the ladies, to 
* make vo amends for the mortification 1 
have given you, and, if you behave well, 
8 eel be a ea 

"The MRI" of Mrs, Fingh, oo wic 
Stevens; preveated.the baronet's:reply, and 
the preſence of the latter ſaon diſpelled the 
little chagtin he had contracted from Mt. 
Finch's unexpected raillery. Ia ſhort, he that 
morning gazed his heart away; and, by the 
perſonal impreſſion of miſs Stevens, was the 


memory of miſs Stevens eraſed, and his de- 


fire; of-, viſiting à certain cottage in Wilt- 


ſhire, totally oblitesated. The ladies re- 
tiring to dreſs for dinner, alone ſuggeſted 
the recollection of the time of day to him, 


and conſtrained him, moſt reluctantly, to 


return to his Friends. at; the, hall. Loves: 


the irreſiſtible, the all prevalent, ; and all- 


mighty, overſpread. the baronet's benign 


countenance with a penſive caſt, and, no- 
leſs involuntarily, than inſtantaneouſly, oc- 
did K E cCaioned 
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eaſioned” a marvellous nn in ibis 2 
ficion. His'volubility, nay, his friendſhip. 
became, in à degree, a facriſice to this. 
ee Wan * I 
Mr. Stevens, 1 — to his 
happineſs, without whoſe participation, 
whatever was fair or graceful to the eye, 
pleaſing or attractive to the ear, rational 
or entertaining to the mind, were incom- 
pleat and diſregarded; was now ſhunned by 
him, with the ſatne induſtry he was wont 
to ſeek and ſolicit his company; and the 
envious conſideration of his happier lot, 
in unreſetvedly enjoying the converfarion 
of the woman he admired, and free from 
the unkind raillery himſelf had ſuſtained, 
truck deep into his heart. He made a ſhort 
dinner, and immediately retired to his 
apartment. The tender lady Brightley was 
alarmed at this __ 23 
Mair of he cuts f the parent uncaſi- 
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This gentlenian; fur from conceiving 
that his preſence, inſtead of leffening, would 
aggravate his friend's perplexity, imme 
_ diately complied. with her ladyſlup's re- 
2 and entered the en en _ | 


Sir William +; . \ difordered aft 
pect, and enquired, if he brought a mef- 
ſuge from her lady hip? Confaunded and 
aſtoniſhed at this reception; Mr. Stevens 
retreated ſome few paces, and, bowing low. 
ſaid, he would, for the future, remember, 
that fir William mann retirement was 
enn * en | E «| 


« Frank; fait dhe W truck 5 | 
his behaviour, can you forgive me? I am 
« petulant, unreaſonable, and, with reſpett 
to my treatment of you, highly. blame - 
© able. Buck am ill, uncaſy, and whiniſi- 
© cal, and beg to be indulged a few mo» 
ments in my own thoughts, and will 
wait upon my mother and you preſenty 


Ms. Stevens retired without attempting ts. 
F * 
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L reply. wounded in his pride, his affectbon, 
and friendſhip. Unconſcious, as he was; 
of every intentional offence, unaccuſtomed 
to encounter a clouded brow, and, uni- 
form as he had always found fir William 
in, his attachment, ſurptiſed, [mortified; 
and ſhocked him. He had heard that lady 
Brightley was ſubject to melancholy at- 
tacks, and began, on reflection, to pity, 
rather than condemn, his altered friend, 

and feared for his intellects, in as great a 
degree, as the baronet's guardians. had 
dnuce done for her lady ſnip's. He endea- 
voured to compoſe himſelf before he re- 
turned to the parlour, to prevent this af. 
fectionate mother's anxiety being increaſed, 
and determined to conſult miſs Shelburne, 
- the _ ae in what manner ta 


ate id uo; *%g 209003691 yo * 
Lady Brightley enquired; with fond ſo- 
Ucitude; concerning her darling fon, and 
10 Mr: Stevens replied; that he did not ima- 
gine the young gentleman was: otherwiſe 

l, than from the fatigue of his journey, 
n and 


1 4 
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and a reſtleſs night he heard him mention 
he had paſſed, and hoped a few hours re- 
poſe would perfectly reſtore him. This 
equivoeal anſwer only half ſatisfied the 
good lady's tender doubts and apprebhen- 
ſions; and, finding herſelf diſinelined for 

converſation, ſhe retired alſo, begging ſhe 
might be informed when ber ſon returned 
to mor ene © 


7 7 


"obs her N was Mets, 
Mr. Stevens communicated. his fears. and 
obſervations - to his admired miſs Shel: 
burne, who was ſincerely affected by them, 
and joined. her earneſt wiſhes with: Mr. Ste- 
vens's, that Heaven would. be pleaſedta 
pl pe or hl word oh wane. 


® A 


Mr. Send found his mind lolofetied 
by his friendly concern for the baronet, and 
mortified by the affront he had received; 
as to be unequal to the happy opportunity 
he enjoyed, of declaring his ſchemes and 
ffection to miſs Shelburne, or to the longer 
concealment of them. I * wann 


01 he, 


> 
T. 


= Err. 
le, unable to preſerve a falſe character irs. 

Fpour fight, if Þ have your permiſſion to 
reveal myſelf.” How I have hitherto elu- 

* ded- your penetration I know not; but 
that young female, now at Mr. Finch's, 

Lis, in reality, my ſiſter, brought there 

pP privately for a- purpoſe Iwill explain to 

n if you will 1 attention. 


Miss Shelburne was no leſs furpriſed at,. 
man curious to learn Mr. Ste vens's motives 
for ſuch extraordinary behaviour, and, 

| therefore, lent a willing ear to his relation 
of the baronet's imaginary approbation of 
that young lady, his grandfather's deceaſe, 
and the advancement of his own fortune; 
Since you have, madam,” continued Mr; 
Stevens, © indulged me with ſo large a ſhare- 
©of your attentive regard, I muſt intreat 
you ta permit me to treſpaſs a little longer 
_ © upon it, to tell a tale, which my eyes, my 
< aftions,. have told already. The conver« 
_ ation now became intereſting; the lady 
bluſhed, looked downward, but Cr 
20 the ſmalleſt 1 — [9 


* 


From 


©, 
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From the fifft moment T bekeld you,“ 
reſumed Mr. Stevens you engaged my ut. 
* molt tender conſideration. , The various. 
«rurns: of your, now happily;, ſubdued. 
« diſorder, have as variouſly ſhook” my 

« peace and happineſs; but my honor, pru- 
« dence, and generoſity, compelled me to. 
<2 painful. ſilence. Not that I drew the 
< leaſt preſumption. from my grand-father's. 
« favour, with reſpect to. mils Shelburne's, 
heart, but as I flatter myſelf if I am not 
© ſo miſerable as to'be diſapproved by her, 
eit will be a ſanction for me with her pa- 
© rents, who have an undoubted right to. 
be conſulted on ſuch an occaſion.* Miß 
Shelburne making no reply, on you, 
* madam, alone my fate depends; for une 
< leſs. you condeſcend to encourage an ap- 

* plication to your friends, I muff give up. 
© my every expectation. Could [ deſctibe 
© the feelings of "my! heart when you were 
c hurried to town on my account, and al 
« that L endured, previous to, your letter to. 
C lady Brightley, your compaſſion at leaſt 
1 would be on my fide. But alas! muſt 1 

« expect 


3 | _ Eacn Szx u 
expect only. compaſſion from wi Sher 
e . „ 


„Sire, 7 replied that a young 7A 
eas 1 deſpiſe, affectation, and, perhaps, 
© have been guilty of ſome little indiſcre- 
* tions which put my approbation of you 
beyond a doubt, I will dare to acknow- 
7 edge, that I am not blind to the merits. 
© of your character; be it. your part to re- 
4 member, I have a father and a mother, 
Sand it mall be mine, not to be diſobe- 
dient to their command, or deficient in 
* gratitude to Mr. Stevens, for the com- 
* pliment he pays me,” Kind miſs Shel- 
« burne, returned the tranſ ported lover, 

your conduct is vniformly good, bene vo- 
© lent and gracious ! May 1 then preſume. 
*to engage lady Brightley, and fir Wil- 
+ liam's intereſt.?” L will rely upon Mr. 
© Stevens's honor and diſcretion,” replied. 
miſs Shelburne, * for if I miſtake him not, 
*he cannot be ungenerous, or commit an 


Seen. 
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bh - During this interview of the lovers, the 
baronet was in a diſagreeable ſituation. 
He was ſenſible he had treated his friend 
unworthily, and given pain to a heart he 
highly eſteemed. How poor x figure, 
ſaid he, do I make in my own eyes; for 
my captious, unreaſonable folly! If it is 
© love by which J am actuated, to me it 
© proves a narrower, not an enlarger of the 
mind. What a mean” diſpoſition do "F 
poſſeſs to be capable of ſpurning a tried, 
approved, and valuable friend! but I will 
immediately ſeek him, and atone for my 
«.paſt behaviour. Vet why, reſumed he, 
© ſhould I ſuffer an inclination for a ſtranger 
© to ſubdue that defireI have ſo long enter- 
© tained and flattered Stevens with, the ex- 
gecution of becoming his brother? for how- 
ever amiable this ſtranger, ſhe cannot exceF | 
* kis:ſiſter. I will-not, therefore, yield to a 
< ſoftneſs that will deprive me of the con- 
nexion have long promiſed myſelf with an 
unfortunate, deſerving family, and whiclr 
© my fortune enables me to raiſe from ob- 
cut. a his unknown lady, may, per- 


£57 | © baby 
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< haps, have relations that and out 


the gifts of proſperity to her with a libe- 


TDral hand, but the lovely miſs Stevens is 
< baniſhed polite: ſociety, for the enjoyment. 
of which -ſhe- is. no leſs qualified. by na- 
ture than education, and compelled to- 
« find that. refuge in a. eattaghs which a 
„palace might, without indignity, afford 
her. No, added he, vill be juſt and 
©generous,: and prefer the woman. whoſe 
_ < merits L am aſſured of, and whoſe brother 
Lam indiſſblubly attached to, to a perſon 
vho is come from I know not where, and 


tune, whilſt ſhe contemned* my perſun. 
| nd yet, can ſuch deceitlie hid in fuch a 

form can her eyes ſparkle. with in- 
<nocent, quick ſenſibility; and: indicate 

<a pure, ingenuous mind, yet be deceit-: 
ful? fure it cannot be- hut then, miſs 
Stevens -in ſhort; E am too much diſ- 
Fturbed to determine any thing, and will: 
| bp the” TIP TING 
| OR © 
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Wich this irreſolute reſolution he enter - 
ed the parlour, at a juncture when Mn. 
Stevens and miſs Shelburne could have 
Adiſpenſed with his preſence, They, never- 
theleſs, bore this interruption wu becom - 


ing reſignation, as they found, with pleg- 


ſure, that the baronet was much more 
compoſed in mind. Lady Brightley being 
informed of her ſon's having left his cham- 
ber, ſhe joined the young party with a 
Þleaſcd and ſatisfactory aſpect. 


Miſs Shelburne left lady Brightley and 
the friends together, for ſame time, as ſne 
had poſtponed her intended morning xiſit 
to her uncle, until the afternoan, and 
propoſed being back to tea. This com- 
pliment was ſtrained, and, in reality, a 
pennance to the young lady, but ſhe was 
determined to leave malice no foundation 
to build upon, nor have herſelf. any thing 
nnn. en 

Mrs, Alice uſhered "a into ie 
and withdrew, badet to acquaint her 

L | maſter. : : 


1 


_ © never” more act a iſtreſs 11 N 3 
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maſter and miſtreſs that their niece was 

come, to wait upon them. Mrs. Slaughé 
ter's reſentment ran ſo high, that ſhe refuf- 
ed going down, "declaring, ſhe would never 
, conſent to countenance'the diſobedient. As 
ber power was abſolute, her humble huf. 
band did not attempt to oppoſe her reſolu- 
tion, but was ſneaking out of the room to 
receive his niece, and enquire after his 
ſiſter. It was impoſſible to accompliſh this 
deſign unperceived; Mrs. Slaughter, there- 
fore, vehemently accuſed him of an inten- 
don to encourage his niece in her audau- 
cious behaviour, and proteſted, unleſs he 
would forbid her the houſe, the would 


4 


mul en 
The poor curate idee one to ir 
tulate with his unreaſonably enraged lady, 
which provoked her to ſuch a degree, that 
fie deſcended to call his family many op- 
probrious names, and ſaid, ſne deteſted her- 
ſelf for her folly, in condeſcending to be 
To nearly connected with ſach an upſtart, 


Miterate race, and wondefed how ſhe! came 
Jain Gy to 
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£0 interfere with reſpe& to his niece's, and 
her nephew's highway friend, as ſhe was 
now convinced that it was beſt that beggars 
ſhould inter-matry with beggars, to pre- 
ſerve worthy blood from contamination. 
Miſs Shelburne was highly diverted at this 
ſpeech, which was uttered with ſo much 
vociferation, that ſhe diſtinctly heard every 


ſyllable of it, and ſecretly wiſhed the might 
be denied 1 5 


n 


But Mrs. Stauber 8 e as deſire , 
of tormenting, atlength getting the better 
of her pride and diſpleaſure, the conſented 
to her huſband's ſeeing his niece, Provid- 
ed the might be commanded up ſtairs, as 


waiting upon her, ſhe ſaid, was ſhewing 
Her too much grace. This propoſal was 
gladly complied with by the timid huſband, 
as a compromiſe. for the indulgence ſhe 
permitted him, and the lovely miſs Shel- 


burne did not Oe this haughty i nJunc- 
tion, 
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So ſoon * entered her aunt's ap art- 
; xs 8 Wen madam,” ſaid that imperious 
Aody, when is your romance to be con- 
* cluded, and the run- away ſcene between 
Nr. Stevens and you performed ? for 1 
doubt not but that will be the end of 
Jour peregrinations, and an eternal diſ- 
grace brought, by your forward irie 
C tion, ypon the Brightley family.” * Ma- 
dam, Taid miſs Shelburne, © permit me 
sto wave your ungenteel queſtions and 
bo. concluſion, and enquire after your health 
and my uncle's, Which in reality, is the 
{ole purport of my vilit. n 8 falſe,” 


Teturned Mrs. Slaughter, 2 is by lady 
Brightie)“s inſtigation, you. are come to 
* ſpy into the, manner of your uncle's life 
and mine, in order to furniſh them with 
* fubject, and, therefore, 1 muſt tell you, 
Qs the leſs 1 ſee of you, the better.” "6 Ma- 
1 Yam,” retyrned | miſs Shelburye, e it Was. 2 
<'ſeriſe of duty, though, perhaps, over- 
trained, that brought me here, and the 
* ſame'ſentiments ſhall reſtrain me from re- 
> peating my viſits now 1 have an aunt's 

com- 
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©comnmandsito defift them.” Impertinent 
„minx! however wiſe you may think your- 
„ ſelf, I will venture to tell you, that when 
you think proper to exchange your preſent 

name for chat ſtroling beggar Stevens, I 
mall inſiſt upon our relationſhip, or, more 
< properly, alliance, being forgot; for Twill 
© never be ftiled aunt by that ſhabby fel- 
ow.“ Madam, I believe, replied mifs 
Shelburne, I can as ſafely anſwer for that 
gentleman's compliance with your injunc- 
tion, as my own, and, be affured, this 
* is the laſt , 
1 . arne 
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80 eng the, quilted this b wo- 
man's apartment, her uncle not daring to 
oppoſe her departure, and hurried back to 
the hall, to divert lady Brightley with the 
pretty ſcene ſhe had been engaged in. Her 
ladyſhip ſmiled at the account ſhe receive 
ed of her ſiſter's miſtaken arrogancy, and 
Kid, I wonder what reception T mall 

© meet with, when I make my viſit? for, 
© however extravagant this woman's pride 
Vor. II. F 1 
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may ander her, ĩt cannot induce me to 
« forget ſhe is fir Samuel Brightley's ſiſter; 
* a, rememberance which will, in my eſti- 
© mation, exculpate her hy of a 
- * thouſand nd ere 2. 5 
ent 

| Mr. Finch 2 Mr. So he an. op- 
portunity of informing lady Brightley, of 
the ſteps they had preſumed to take, with 
reſpect to miſs Stevens, and the change in 

the circumſtances of that family. Her 
ladyſhip joined in the plot, and ſaid, It 
would give her infinite ſatisfaction to find 
her ſon make a worthy choice, where 
there was no obſtacle to obſtruct his hap- 
pineſs. The young lady and the baronet 
were alone, ignorant of their friends views, 
nor had miſs Stevens the leaſt ſuſpicion 
of the real cauſe of her name's. being con- 
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"While 3 were FR this Erase at 
Brightley, captain Finch's unabated affec- 
tion for miſs. Forteſcue was the ſource af 


en een to him; all pallibility 
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of either converſing or correſponding with 
her being cut off, by the indefatigable 
watchfulneſs, and incorruptible diſpoſition, 
of Mrs. Rebecca, who poſſeſſed the ſingle 


= virtue of ſteady and ar eb 


to her maſter. 


He was well ated with Mr. Mac- 


| Pberlon s family, and was informed by miſs 
of her brother's intended marriage with 


miſs Forteſcue. This intelligence affected 


him exceedingly, and induced him to have 
recourſe to ſtratagem, in order to diſcover 
whether this gentleman was the father $ or 
the daughter's choice. © It is but too pro- 
bable, ſaid he, that this lovely girl will 
be conſtrained to- alienate her hand and 
heart. She has no aſſiſting friend, no 
- © interpoſing advocate; I will therefore aſ- 
© {ume the habit of a ſervant, and lurk in 


the neighbourhood, in order to help her at 


* her greateſt need. My inferiority of for- 
tune, though it forbids my taking advan- 
tage of her youth and innocence, with re- 
; 1 to engaging her ta become my wife, 


F 2 does 


on- 
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adves not, by any means, forbid my prov- 
ving a-fincere- dricnd. . If ſhe ran approve 


the wretch her father hach choſen, I will 
aut attempt to:mterfere, but ſhould The 


* happily be averſe, I will hazard my we 
to 855 me unnatural ſacrifice.? | 


_ -Agreedble to this reſotution, the ROE 
gentleman obtained leave from his colonel 
(who was previoully acquainted with his 
- paſſion) to abſent himſelf from his corps 
for ſix months, on the bold deſign of intro- 
ducing himſelf, by ſome means or other, 
ar Mr. Forteſcue's. The captain took a 
lodging in a bye ſtreet, not far diſtant from 
the counſellot's, at a barber's, who had 
Five (egreſs and repreſs to his houſe, hav- 
Ing ſhaved him gratis for ſeven ſucceſſive 

| years, as a fee for having examined the 
deeds by which this poor fellow was inti- 
tied, after his mother's deceaſe, to a ſmall 
espykokl, in order to grant him a trifling 
mortgage upon it, Which he nevertheleſs 
did not think proper to do. Mr. Finch's 


| ris hi exchanged for a footman's 
2 frock, 
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frock, and the title of captain waved for a 
period, and plain; Frank. ſubſtituted in its 
ſtead, the ſuppoſed diſcarded; ſervant of 
colonel Blunt. In this ſituation and: dif: 
guiſe, he- continued a fortnight, without 
being able to obtain any greater ſatisfathon 
then viewing his miſtreſs's * * 
- mes ada. 3 


We bave alceady brought the reader ac- 
quainted with a ſtrange family that had din- 
ed at Mr. Forteſcue's, the ſucceeding:day 
to miſs Caroline's arrival at home, A match 
| being concluded between the ancient: par- 
cept of the lovely: girb. ad a paſſe · par- tout 
to her fortune, being na leſi blind to her 
intrinßc merit, by his affectatian, than ha 
was by nature. The lover was, by Mr. 

Forteſcue s appointment, to wait upon 
miſs, to enjoy a tete à tete,. one afternoon, 
when his preſence would be neceſſary at 
Weſtminſter-hall, by which means, the 
young couple would be perfectly free from 


laterruption. Miſs Caroline was informed 
by 3: by 
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by Mrs. Rebecca, of this intended private 
_  interyiew, and, could ſhe have diſpenſed 
with the ſacrifice of her veracity, would 
have counterfeited an indiſpoſition; but 
the was ſo particular as to call ſuch decep- 
tions, tempting the Almighty (from whoſe 
unerring hand our portions are dealt out 
. tous) to viſit her with ſome real calamity, 
- for a puniſhment. She therefore, though 
with the utmoſt reluctance, prepared to 
give him a reception at her father's com- 
mand. 4 


« be tea equipage was ranged in | great 


#8 | order, by the ingenious houſe - xeeper, and 


the table graced, to do the lover of her 
young miſtreſs honor, with a ſugar-diſh of 
her own, of great antiquity, and highly 
eſteemed by her; for Mr. Forteſcue did 
not wens with de of any kind. 


. 6x 0 clock, Mr. Macpherſon made 
| his appearance, glittering from head to 
foot, Fae Coat was a filver tiſſue, his waiſt- 
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coat curiouſly!embroidered, his ruffles point 
lace, his ſtiff neck. (ill ſuited to ſuch orna- 
nament) adorned with a valuable ſolitaire, 
and his ſhöe and knee buckles, of brazil 

eryſtal; yet were theſe fine trappings inef- 
fectual, to the rendering the wearer ought 
but a long legged, long ſided pale faced fop, 
over - run with affectation, and knowing 
only, where it would have been meritorious 
to have been ignorant. Mrs. Rebecca ad- 
mired his dreſs, and really conſidered him 
as a very faſhionable, polite, fine gentleman, 
and uſhered him into the parlour with s 
FO marks of ee 


: Mifs Fordeſcue aaa," on. n 
of the empty fop;' and, recommending a 
ſeat to him, preſumed do replace herſelf 
without farther ceremony. To prevent a 
frothy converſation, ſhe immediately rang 
for the water, and plied her gallant! with 
_— in return for his high ſtrained compli- 
| This relief, however, failed her, 
for M Mrs. Rebecca, firſt duly enquiring; if 
the gentleman had done, deprived her 
> * + | F * 8 of 
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| of this little employment: eee | 
ee e 520 Pit vi; 


Mr. Macpherſon, 5 bY 
delectable ſituat ion, for the gratefnl-indul-. 
gence of contemplating-bis-owal fine figure, 
conceiving he mult of neceſſity emertain; 
his miſtreſs, ſaid, through his cloſed· teeth, 
I have been reflecting, during the ſer- 
* vant's attendance, on the cenſummate 
* felivity,/ Mr. Forteſqye-will.canfer vpon. 

me, in conſtitutingime his ſon-in-law z a 
title, madam, that, without flatterp, will 
* render me vainer than would an imperial. 
* diadem.” Empty coxcomb, thought the 
lovely: maidg imit puſiible ſueb vν0- Gan 
receive thelcafradtinony What ſays 
e charmet, reſumed hey will it not be am 
© 2ge und ue are av liberty: 10 caſt oſꝭ o 
proſent raſtraint, arid ſhow: the world that 
de luud a taſta fbr life, in its utmoſt ele- 
gunce and refinement ?? I fin) returned 
mit Forte ſcue, am fur from being, mapa» 
tient undder my preſent circumſtances, as, 
ae tle 1 En n. 
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c ed to a retired life, and have coutracted an 
<©-unconquerable averſian to, what is called, 
the polite world.. You amaze me, ma- 
dam, returned he, * can a lady ſo vo 
and beautiful as you are, aſſect ſohtude? 
] proteſt it is a moſt unparalleled conceit? ' 
What you are pleaſed, ſir, replied mis 
Forteſcue, ſo genteelly to beſtom the ept- 
©thet of conceit upon, is, I can aſſure yau, 
Va natural propenſity, Lam but ill quali- 
© ied to make a figure in the drawing 
doe. My underſtanding unenldvated, 
my manners rude, and capacity limited; 
„jadge, fir, what an unßt companion I: 
ſhould be for your relations and friends; 
© whale advantages of education, have re- 
* ceived no inconſiderable improvement 
from the converſation, of welk-bred. ac+- 
*-quaintance.”, Tou have, madam, 3 
face, faid the lover, which whoever: 
© beholds, mult forget every other defici- 
* ency, admitting what yau advance to, be 
fact.. Ie is too great a hazard, ſir, ob+- 
ſerved the lady, unleſs, N L could: 
© be ever beheld with your mu eyes. 
Fs, All. 
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All men, madam,* ſaid he, © myſt dv 
* juſtice to your charms, and approve my 
choice; as for the ladies, I fuppoſe half a 
* ſore at leaſt, will be ready to burſt with 
I ſpite, for they can but ill brook the loſs 
of an admirer.“ I thought, fir,* re- 
turned the perverſe innocent, you were 
© endeavouring to perſuade me, that you 
< admired me alone; how comes it then, 
© that I ſhould incur the reſentment of half 
4a a ſcore) of my own ſex, by receiving you 
* in a character which would entitle me to 
your perſon? unleſs, indeed, you have 
© profeſſed/equal admiration of the number 
you have mentioned ?* Why, really, 


© madam,” ſaid he, furveying himſelf in 


the glaſs, you have hit it; I am like all 
© other well-bred young fellows, at the de- 
votion of the whole ſex, until I aſſume 
Hin the chain of matrimonial probation.” | 


7h This, fir, I muſt ths re- 
| plied miſs Forteſcue, is a ſpecimen of 

good breeding I was hitherto unacquaint- 
< den with.“ : Amiable novice !* returned 
FE . Mn. 
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Mr. Maepherſon, how I adore your ſim- 
« plicity'!* The ball not being returned 
by miſs Forteſcue, a ſilence enſued for a 
vhole quarter of an hour, the gentleman 
having exhauſted his fund of wit; and 
before he could effect a ſupply, the coun- 
ſellor returned, when miſs Caroline, to her 
unſpeakable comfort, was ee * g 
* nen to e x. 23 
Mr, Werbe e was vrofuſeir in encomi- 
ums on the lady's wit and beauty, and 
begged the preliminaries might be ſettled 
as ſoon as poſſible, as he was too much in 


love, not to apprehend delays. The coun- 


ſellor aſſured his ſon elect, that he would 
uſe the utmoſt expedition, and, at the ſame 
time, gave him full permiſſion to repeat his 
viſits, whenever he ſhould be ſo diſpoſed; 


and the young gentleman hurried homm 


to his mother, to impart the glad tidings of 


his ſucceſs,” on which he plumed himſelf 


not a little. Immediately upon his depar- 

ture, the whole houſe was thrown into 

contuſion, - by the vociferous complaints 
. #6 © 


1 een e e eee ths 
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untimely fate of her great grand mather's 


 fugar-diſh, which had been preſerved; withs 


_ this valuable piece of furnitute, trembled. 


formed of the fray, by Mrs. Rebecca, 


Perkins was too complaiſant not to lend an 


out ctack or blemiſh, dyn te the igurth. 
generation. The Poor unfortunate boy, 
who was: ſo unhappy as to have demoliſhed. 


with exceſs of terror; for this maiden pol-. 


ſeſſing moſt excellent lungs, and ſeoldiag 
being her peculiar talent, ſhe rattled him, 
' accept of any other reparation, or be ap- 
peaſed, unleſs Mr. Forteſeue would diſ- 
charge the lad inſtantly, which, for peace 
* was at * n n 
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his worthy maſter in the morning, to per- 
form the accuſtomed operation, was jn- 


Who was half inclined to felent, as the ad 
Bad made himſelf un commonly ufeful. Mr. 


attentive eat to this tale of ſorrew, but as 


* 2 9 not troubling bis. 
8 I head 


head with what dil noi concern him, dif 
patched his buſigoſs, with more than uſual: 


dexterity, and returning home, related 


dene ee Na wife n. 
The ae F to 4 8 
was. well nigh diſcovering himſelf, by his 
rapture. He eagerly, beſought his land» 
lord to recommend. him to the gentleman, , 
for, that he had. ſo long lam out of places. 
he ſhould be; glad to accept of any thing. 
_ <L would, not. adviſe. you, Mr. Frank,' ſaid 
the loquacious Mis. Perkins, to engage 
c yourſelf in_thet family, upon ahy account. 


Mr. Forteſoue (L am ſute ue have reaſon 


* ta fay. it) is too. choſe fiſted tobe honeſt, 
and we ta this day, feel the weight of his 
t covetouſqeſs and cunning, but are oblig· 
©ed to hold a. candle. you underſtand 
me, added ſhe, jogging the... captain's. 
elbow. I. believe, returned the cap- 
tai tain, I can be as. conformable. as moſt 
IT and if you wilt favour me. ſo far 
„Mr. Perkins, as to recommend me, I will 
e Stake Care 48: babang; in ſuch a manner aa 
to 


* = x . 


- 
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© to give ſatisfaction.. I wiſh, Mr. Frank, 
reſumed his landlady, I could perſuade 
you to keep yourſelf out of this miſer's 
elutches ; take my word for it, if you do 
* not, you will have reaſon to repent.” © I 
© muſt not be fiance at bugbears, re- 
turned the captain, where my bread is 
6; depending: there is no place without i its 
„ difficulties, and that is the beſt that has 


85 the feweſt. Fam, nevertheleſs, obliged 


- 0! you for your kind advice, and if it 
« ſhould be impoſſible for me to ſtay, I 
ſhould be glad of my old lodging again.“ 
J will endeavour to ſerve you to morrow 
morning, ſaid the barber, when J wait 

upon his honor again; but you muſt keep 
50 cial os as he RO eie ſe 


MfłLr. Finch eee ae | 


3B this aſſurance, and, thinking he might with 


ſafety truſt his landlord with his motives 
for engaging with ſo ſtrange a man as Mr. 
Forteſcue, he invited him to partake a 
nn with him, oyer which he in- 
; formed 
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formed him of every particular, and they 
ſettled together a plan of future operation. 
On the morrow, the barber performed his + 
promiſe, and was commiſſioned to ſend the 
poung man to paſs an examination with 

the dana directly. 1494 


On W chat houſe which contained. 
the object of his beſt affe&ions, the cap- 


_ tain was greatly affected, and anſwered Mr. 


Forteſcue's ſeveral interrogatories with a 
diffidence and modeſty that determined his 
fate; for, notwithſtanding that gentleman's 
heart was uninformed by either af the 
above - qualifications, he was no ſtranger _ 
to their value, and never failed to pre» _ 
fer, in a ſervant, the baſhful, to the for- 

ward, The captain agreed to perform 
the moſt ſervile offices of the houſe, on re- 


ceiving a ſmall gratuity, a ſbabby hvery, 


and his board; and as Mrs, Rebecca's de- 


mand for aſſiſtance was urgent, and the lad | 


out of place, he was enjoined to come that 
very evening, when he was highly extolled, 
by his future nn oy his obliging · 

| acly 
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_ meſs in complying with her requeſts ; which. 


Was, in realiay, 1 
ay re eee 


When firſt he ee upon bis new em- 
Werne, he-was very much at a loſs, and 
miſs Caroline's-preſence did not a little con» 
tribute to increaſe his aukwardneſs; but 

practice, and a willing mind, as Mrs. Re- 
becca-phraſed it, would render him, if not 
ei Wi — handy. t 


He had now the pleaſure of feaſting his 
eyes with beholding rhis unſuſpicious fair- 
ene, in aceommodating her with the ne- 
erſſaries ſhe ſtood in need of, at dinner and 
fopper; for Which he was rewarded with 
thoſe benign ſmiles that ariſe from benevo- 
len of heart. He had allo the pleaſure 
to fad, that bis diligence to ingratiate him - 
_ Rolf wick Mrs. Rebecca was fucceſsful:; and: 
S ſatisßed was fhe of him, that ſhe would 
ell on his merit whole hours together. 


* | » G 
Mit 
© , 
= 
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Ns Caroline, though: free from every 
ſpecies of pride; was, nevertheleſs, by fag» 
geſtions of prudence; ſuperior to the level- 
ing herſelf to the companꝝ of a footboy 
no ſmall. inſtance o innate dignity, in one 
__— up 5 mach hauf. nnen 


1 had i in this from 
of humiliation. only three, days, before he- 
was compelled: to. perform, the mortitying 
taſk; of waiting upon. his rival, and was an. 
eye witneſs of the approbation his mater. 
entertained for. this over lick d cub (as he, 
might juſtly be tiled), as his educarian en- 
abled him te. play the: fagh in a larger de- 
gree e * nature * 
Hounds, , 27 | 


een hover was 3 ;ndulgeds, | 
each. ſucceeding day, with the company 
and convexſation of this amiable aid wy 
out his heart's being informed with one 
tender, grateful, or generous ſentiment. 
When he. reflected upon his approaching 

| | 4 296 changes 
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Exc Srx 1 
change of condition, his thoughts were 
confined to ſelf alone. The fortune he 


mould be intitled to, the ſhining equipage 


he ſhould poſſeſs, and the noble bets he 
would lay at Newmarket, flattered his 
love of -pleafure, and gave him the high- . 
eſt ſatisfaction. Miſs Caroline, all lovely 
as ſhe was, both in perſon and mind, 

was totally diſregarded by this empty be- 
ing, unendued with a heart capable of a 
humane or rational impreſſion. Vet the 
youth did love (if a paſſion diſhonourable, 
depraved, and impure, can come under 
chat denomination) and the odject of his 
paſſion was the fair daughter of an inn- 
- | Keeper, with whom he had cohabited ever 
©  Hitice he attained the age of ſeventeen. 
This young woman was miſtreſs of deep 
cunning, was mercenary, and inconſtant, 
and laviſhed the bounty of her unſuſpect- 
ing gallant upon x corporal i in the guards, 
| 2 whom ſhe privately vg rr 


, Fr Dawkins; for chat was * name 
of Mr. Macpherſon's admired lady, was ap- 
Priſed of her keeper's intended nuptials, 
who, 


- 
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who, on revealing bis intentions to her, 


had generouſly promiſed, that ſhe ſhould. | 

5 have a handſome ſettlement out of miſs For- 
teſcue's fortune. It may ſeem ſtrange, that 
our deep reſearching counſellor ſhould 
make ſo unworthy a choice for his daugh- 
ter; but the reader's amazement will ceaſe, 
when he is informed, that he had the ſeve- 
ral great ends in view of advancement in 


his profeſſion, retaining the management 


of his daughter's fortune, as well as her 
huſband's, which was very conſiderable, 
and entering himſelf, once more, the * a 
trimonial trammels. ie 


. ins 
His fn elect was nephew to a widow 
lady, immenſely rich, and particularly 


agreeable. Mr. Forteſcue's profeſſion had 


introduced him to her acquaintance, and. 
ſhe ſoon became attached to his perſon, and 
agreeable behaviour: but, being far from 
the novice he before had to deal with, ſhe . 
was qualified, both in capacity and ſpirit, 
to puniſh all his tranſgreſſions. On her 


firſt n her growing inclination ſor 


4, ** n | the 


m8 
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the counſollor, ſhe determined to preſerve 


I wirkin due ſuborctination to her prudence 
and artifice, and only ſurrender hor perſon 


GEE ang: qa: NR terms. 


. Fortecbue wes really delighted with 
ker converſation, and pleaſed with her per- 
fon, and; as he had ever eaſy acceſs, and 


_ Epparentiyp poſſeſſtd a ſhare in Mrs. Swin- 


— 


un approbation, he ventured, in one of 
the happy interviews, to declare himſelf 
without referve. The lady affected great 
alwnifument at what ſhe heard, and pro- 
teſted, ſhe little expected ra have; md ſa. 
extraordinary a conqueſt; + Upon the law- 
yer's repextedly affuring: her, thav his heart 
was irreparably gone, ſhe condeſcended to 


treat wiek him, concerning: ſome neceffary 
lt orig . 


1 willy Nr Forteſeve,” ſaid ſhe, * waye 


«the uſual parade on theſe oecafions, as 


«you and Þ have ſeen: too much of the. 
* World to be children; and, therefore, I 


| Len ingeneuudly cammunicate the con- 
| «.celliong, 
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© ceſſions I. ſhall require on your part; after 
* which, you ſſrall be at liberty to make 
© your objections and propoſals. The law- 
yer aſſenting, the good lady. proceeded. -< 1 
have à nephew, Mr. Forteſcue, whom l 
* have ever conſidered as my on child, 
* and you have one daughter; their for- 
tunes are pretty equal, cheir ages perfectly 
ſuitable. Jemmy will be my undoubted 
heir, I, therefore, think it will he for aur 
© common intereſt, previous to aur union, 
* to unite them. It is true, my nephew 
has not all that brightneſs of underſtand- 

ing that might be wiſhed, but, I give 
© you my word, he is quite the fine gentle- 
* man. Tour daughter, I am informed, 
© has ſeen very little of life; ſhe will be, 
* undoubtedly, taken with him, and I am 
© confident the young man will comply 
with any propoſition to oblige me. It 
would, certainly, be prudent for you to 
© reſerve the management of the young 
© lady's fortune, which, in cogjunction with 
* the thouſands 1 poſſeſs, and your own 
eee will enable you to purchaſe 


* a peer 


4i3F -— Excn Six In 
4 peerage, the title to ee, on you? 
98932 w our children.” N 


15 Mr. Forteſcye's ears had never been ſo 
agreeably tickled in his whole life. He 
immediately ſwallowed the bait, engaged 
for his daughter's compliance, and was in- 
troduced, to Mrs. Swinton's family, in the 
character of her intended huſband; when 
their intentions, with reſpect to Jemmy and 
miſs Caroline, were imparted, to the ge- 
neral ſatisfaction of all the relations. 


For this purpoſe was the young lady hur- 
ried from her country friends, and as her 
conſent was by no means judged neceſſary, 
it was never once aſked; nor had ſhe 
longer time alotted her, to receive her bril- 
hant ſpark, upon the footing of a lover, 
than the cog of the ſettlement would 


— 1 
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from the lacquey of his favoured competi- 


tor, whoſe natural communicative propen- 
N ſity 
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ſity was hbeightened by a chearful glaſs, ad. 
miniſtered by the captain Or oak | 
= vis n e the 


* 


| ee at eee, time i at 
the threatening diſpoſal of his miſtreſs, 
conceived the utmoſt deteſtation for Mr. 
Forteſcue's proceedings. To facrifice-ſuch 
2 daughter to avarice and ambition, un- 
mindful of her repoſe, or the temper and 
character of the wretch into whoſe power 
ſhe was to be delivered, was a reflection of 
horror to him. Shall I, then,“ ſaid he, be 
* acceſſory to ſuch inhumanity and injuſ- 
* tice? Shall I be reſtrained,: by a too nice 
« ſenſe of honour, and conſideration of fi- 
© lial duty, from diſcovering myſelf to this 
* worthy girl, and prevailing upon her to 
permit me to ſave her from deſtruction ? 
* Qught not baſe actions to be controverted 
* by honeſt acts? And, when a parent for- 
gets, or diſcards his nature, ſhall not a 
child, from a principle of ſelf· preſerva -. 
tion and defence, be allowed, without | 
4 Seen to ſeek an hoſpitable aſylum m 
D « Tes, 
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ces, dæcoruen mot yield +0 neceflity, nor 
all- this dear ere ze a victim to 
"© rapacious pride and cruelty, to avoid che 
* jmputation of the run-away and diſobedi- 
It is incumbent upon us, for example ſake, 
| not only to act wih, but preſerve ehe ap- 
» Pearance of, propriety. But, ſurely, no 
ane can advance ſo palpable a falſhood, 
* as, chat quitting the houſe of a parent, 
however clandeſtinely, cam be onlpable, 
ben ĩt is merely to avoid a moſt-wilful 
*©,and ſolemn perjury. Can it be conſiſtent 
with either right reaſon or religion, that, 
to preſerve one's duty inviolate, we ſhould 
commit 2 breach of many duties, equally 
v ſtriking and binding, and engage in a 
* life of porpetual ſin? for a marriage, 
*© wherethe will is conſtrained, is no other 
chan a legal proſtitution. O that I were 
'*.capable.of forming a ſeheme, that could 
* at ance ſave my Caroline's delicacy from 
'* the ſhock of elopement, and preſerve her 
tom the impending calamity ] but it can- 
1 Vet, as, her reputation is dearer 
7 40-000; than my n hape, Jill de- 


liver 
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© liver her with all the honour her ſituation 
« will admit of, nor once requeſt her to be- 
n ſtow her hand upon me, until the ſanction 
of her friends approbation, if not her fi- 
© ther's conſent, may encourage and autho- 
* rize her to confer that bleſſing upon me.” 


Mrs. Rebecca, being a woman of un- 
common penetration, ſoon diſcovered that 
Mr. Frank was in love, and, as her charms 
had once inſpired-a ſimple ſwain with that 
tender paſſion, ſhe thought it far from im- 
poſlible it ſhould be the preſent caſe, eſpe» 
cially as ſhe was poſitive ſhe had obſerved 
the young man to view, her perſon atten- 
tively, and. ever. found: him uncommonly 
aſſiduous to obey her commands. This 
ſuppoſed conqueſt ſhe communicated -.to 
her young miſtreſs,” who was obliged to 
liſten, in appearance, to every dull tale this 
creature choſe to entertain her with. She 
gave herſelf very little trouble about the 
loves of theſe domeſtics, as her heart and 
attention were engtoſ ed by her own affairs. 


Vor, l. + How 
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5 Flow unhappy,” mid the, is my tua 


e tion, without mother or friend to adviſe 
or converſe with! My father evidently 
conſiders me as his property, and makes 

ala leſs ſcrupulous aſſignment of me than 

z he would of any other poſſeſſion. My 

© lover's approbation and eſteem is ab- 


; ſorbed by himſelf alone; nor have I any 


2 other proſpect, were this intended wed- 


ding to take place, than being forſaken, 


_ © deſpiſed, and cruelly treated. Ah, my 
dear Mrs. Finch, what a huſband is 
© your's! His affection increaſed by a ſuc- 


. © ceſſion of years, your happineſs his own, 
ant your files the delight of his eyes 


4 iT | 
3 
8 
Let's * 
J * 
: 


Charming woman, as you are, this would 
not have been your fate, had your father, 

© giddy with ambition, only ſought the ag- 
gtandization of his family. What, then, 
5 1 to expect? My ideas, unenlarged 
education; my inexperience, my youth, 
bjecting me to error and caprice; no 
jove to cover the glaring faults of the huf- 


D and allotted for mez-nay, fo far from it, 
2 2 that. averſion. would. quicken my ſight, 


* and 


* 
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*© and? magnify every trifle to an enor- 
£ mous ſize : what, then, can be the conſe- 
| © quence, but miſery unſpeakable! My 
© too faithful memory is continually ſug- 
geſting thoſe days I ſpent in converſe 
with the young captain; his engaging | 
looks, his - ſoothing voice and pleaſing 
language, are ever preſent gp my remem- 
« brance, and aggravate. the diſguſtful va- 
© nity, affectation, and bold addreſs of my 
* unfeeling fop. - Can he ſuppoſe that a ra- 
tional, reflefting being, can be attached 
* to ſuch an empty flutterer? But, alas, he 
* knows not himſelf. nor me, or he would 
* ceaſe, from a principle of pride or huma- 
* nity, to perſecute me. Yet why ſhould 
I think of the amiable captain? Per- 
© haps, notwithſtanding the grateful aſſu- 
© rances he gave me, of ever eſteeming 
me, I may be forgotten hy him. Soli- 
© tude contributes to inereaſe a particular 
< inclination, whilſt liberty, and a diverſity 
of objects, have the oppoſite effect. 0 
fatal Gloceſterſhire journey! How great 
a loſer am I returned ? deprived; as Lam, 
| G + 
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© of as indulgent r e and 1 my 
* of mind! 


| Mr. Fi wk Win nend. Hom his bro- 
ther lacquey, that the writings were finiſh- 
ed, and to be figned as ſoon as Mr. Mac- 
pherſon ſhould return from a ſhort excur- 
fion, he concluded he had no time to loſe; 
and, as he was pre-determined not to dif. 
cover himſelf, perſonally, to miſs Forteſ. 
cue, he wrote the following letter, and 
conveyed it into a book the was then 
ne 2 


| | Mapa, 


E affured, that you are now addreſſed 

by a friend, a friend to your perſon, 

your heart, and happineſs. By means no 
© leſs extraordinary, than unneceſſary to re- 
© late, this opportunity has been obtained 
© of apprizing you of your dangerous ſitua- 
© tion. Your fate, miſs Forteſcue, now 
© hangs but by a thread, and all the al- 
© ternative that remains for you is, to fly 
your father's houſe, or be wedded to 
© a ſordid, 
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T a ſordid, inſenſible wretch. I know too 
* much of miſs Forteſcue's diſpoſition, not 
to be certain, that ſhe will ſtart, with 
equal horror, at each of the evils I have 
* mentioned; but, at once to remove her 
fears and objections to delivering herſelf 
from a diſaſter which, if it takes place, 
* can terminate only with her life, I will 
* preſume to give her the am advice: 


« Lads 8 is a woman of vice 
6 honor, reputation, and humanity, and 
« will, undoubtedly, afford you a willing 
protection at this juncture. Solicit, there- 
fore, I conjure. you, the friendſhip of this 
lady; tell her your motives for ſuch a, 
* ſeemingly, improper ſtep; - paint things 
only in their true colours, there needs no 
Cart to heighten your diſtreſs; and put 
your letter in the ſame place, to · mor- 
row morning, from whence you take this, 
and J will convey it to her ladyſhip. 
Iatreat her to favour you with a {ſpeedy 
< anſwer, that your proceedings may have 
| . ſanction of her ladyſhip's approba- 
| SLES tion; 
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«tion; and likewiſe inſinuate, that, if ſhe 
could recommend you to any female that 
would accompany you to her houſe,” it 
would greatly add to her protecting fa- 
© your. As your knowledge, madam, of 
this lady is but light, and the affection 
of Mr. and Mrs. Finch for you moſt no- 
©torious, you may be ſurprized that a. 
friend, acquainted with theſe particulars, 
mould not adviſe you to apply to the lat- 
ter. But, madam, Mr. Finch has a ſon, 
© who is bold enough to hope, that there 
may be ſome happy event in ſtore for 
him, chat may encourage his public ſoli- 
L eitation of your heart and band. The 
world, in its conjectures, not only takes 
in probable, but improbable circum- 
ſtances, and might conclude, that you 
* fopghr an aſylum at that gentleman” 85 to 
« give you an opportunity of meeting the 
captain, and, likewiſe, that it was matter 
of deſign and pre-concertion between you. 
I, that know his heart, can aſſüre you, 
She is as incapable of deſiring you to liſten 
Sto his addreſſes, clandeſtinely, as you 
nn be of receiving them, and would as 
* gladly 
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. gladly preſerve you from every ſhadow, of 
© reflectzon,” as F would. Hearken, there, 
© fore, mils Forteſcue, to ftiendſhip's 
voice: your time is precious, improve it 
to advantage, and have a letter prepared, 
early to- morrow morning, for lady Bright; 
q ley, which ſhall be infallibly conveyed, by. 


6 Foes moſt ſincerely attached. 
and affectlonate, cc. 


Miſs Forteſcue read this letter over and 
over, with aſtoniſhment; and found the ad- 
vice it contained too juſt and intereſting to 
be rejected, and prepared immediately to 


comply with it. When ſhe began to write 1 


to lady Brightley, „could,“ ſaid ſhe, be 
© tempted to. believe, that Iam now acting 


agreeably to the direction of my guardiag 


d angel; for what earthly being could ſug- 
7 * ſuch judicious instructions, to fave 
me at once from ruin and cenſure?' She 
ſoon finiſhed her petition to lady Bright- 
ley, which ran in the following term: 


woulda. aries... 
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Re Mabaic; : 
OUR Jadyſhip's chatier for her- 


5 « 1 manity and benevolence encourages 


me to apply to you, in an uncommon 
*exigence, for your protection and favour. 
My name is Caroline Forteſcue, and, tho' 


I am ſcarcely known to your ladyſhip, 


yet I flatter myſelf you will be induced, 


by the innate goodneſs of your diſpoſi- 


* tion, to afford me an aſylum at your ſeat, 
* for a ſhort time. My father has provided 
© 2 huſband for me, whoſe fortune is ſuffi- 
* cient to cover a multitude of follies. But, 
* alas, madam, what is fortune to'a mind 


unaccuſtomed to ſuperfluity, and unac- 


« quainted with every ſpecies of refined ex- 


travagance? Permit me to ſay, I feel an 


* unconquerable repugnance to loving this 


man, and am reduced to the neceſſity of 
flying, to avoid a, perhaps, well intended 


violence. Whither can a young creature, 


under ſuch trying circumſtances, fly, to 


© preſerve her reputation unwounded, but to 
* alady of your eſtabliſhed, well-known pru- 


_* dence? Had you a child in a ſimilar ſitua- 


« tion, 
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tion, friendleſs, and young, as I am, would 
you not preſs, with grateful lips, the 
hand that ſaved her from deſtruction? 
© The poor old man, my grandfather, whoſe 
mortality is lodged in your village, would 
© have bleſſed you for this action. A fond, 


long loſt mother, had ſhe been ſpared to 


me, would have joined in intreating you 
to ſhelter her beloved Caroline. Then, 
madam, be not deaf to the unaſſiſted voice 
of a child, deſtitute of every happineſs, 
* who, by being intitled to a great fortune, 
© inherits abundance of care and affliction, 


© and is, by that alone, expoſed to a perſecu- 


* tion you only can deliver her from. Pleaſe 
to direct your letter to be left at the ge- 
* neral Poſt office, in Lombard: ſtreet. 


p 1 am, &c.“ 


Mr. Finch had the ſatisfactiom to find. 


not rejected, and diligently committed his 


Caroline's letter to the poſt. His fears, 


with reſpect to the baronet, had long been 
removed, by his father's informing him of 


G 3 „ ene 


the enſuing morning, that his advice was 


4 \ : l 
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every tranſaction at Brightley; and, left 
the amiable girl ſhould not have repreſent- 
ed her caſe in terms ſufficient to excite lady 
Brightley's compaſſion, he encloſed. her 
epiltle in a frank, and added. theſe: few 


; : Mapa, 


\HE dear girl that now caſts herſelf 
upon your ladyſhip's protection, is 
| . 8 with no jeſs an evil, than being 
* compelled to marry both a weak and 
wicked wretch, and this merely to pro- 
* mote the private views of her avaricious 
father, and the ambition of the young 
man's aunt, a match between theſe cruel, 
* deſigning perſons, being previouſly con- 
* cluded, . Mr. and Mrs, Finch will make 
© you ſenſible of the lady's merit, and, I. 
« dare believe, exert. their utmoſt intereſt 
with your ladyſhip, to induce you to ſuc- N 
' * cour the diſtreſſed, amiable innocent. 


«I am, madam, 8c." 


Theſe AW were no ſooner. 1 at 


Brightley, Mr. and Mrs. Finch being there, 
chan 


- THER- FFUMOUR . 1 


_ .than it was concluded, that lady Brightley's 
woman ſhould take a polt-chaiſe, and con- 
duct miſs Forteſcue to the hall. This good 


woman was the widow of an unfortunate 


ſea officer, who died abroad, and left her 


with child, and in narrow. circumltanges. = | 
The few friends ſhe had ſupported her in 
her lying-in, and, three months afterwards, . 


recommended her to lady. Brightley, to be 


wet · nurſe to her ſon and heir. She was en- 
gaged · for that purpoſe, and retaĩined, at 
the expiration of that period, in the family, + 


rather as an humble friend, than a ſervant. 
She buried her child at three years old, and, 


being deſtitute of relations, and hen miſ- 
fortunes” having broken her friendly con- 


nexions, ſhe gladly accompanied her lady 
to fer retirement, where ſhe paſſed a lite 
of Plenty. eaſe, and ne 1 


4 "= very little preparagion. was neceflary. 
ſhe ſet off that xery afternoon, and reached 

London the next evening. Mrs. Finch 
moſt pathetically lamented the diſtreſs of 


8 6 her 


— 
1 


132 9 Elen Six iN 
her little friend, and faid, ſhe mould it im- 
patiently wait her arrival. . 


My dear,“ ſaid the honeſt officer, it 
is an ill wind that blows no one good; 
had Caroline eſcaped this perſecution, 
you would not have had the pleaſure of 
. © ſeeing her; fo that, in my opinion, you 
© ought to conſider this ſeeming evil as a 
real good. As to her father, he is as 
great a raſcal as ever lived. Suppoſc,“ 
added he, merrily, we order our boy 
Charles to ſhoot him?” © The wretch 
. © that is unfit to live,” ſaid lady Brightley, 
is but ill prepared for ſo important à 
change as death; and it is only from a 
i want of due reflection, that we are pe 
* ed to wiſh the worthy part of our ac- 
© quaintance, or family, continued to. us, 
_ and the unworthy removed: for, ſurely, 
_© we ought to ſuſtain, without murmur- 
ing, the greateſt inconvenience imagin- 
able, that would be beneficial to an im- 
S * mortal being ; for the bad man, by hav- 
* 
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ing his days lengthened out to him, mag 
8 be enabled to repent the evil of them. 


* 


Mr. Finch attended, at the proper hour, 
at the poſt houſe, and, with heart felt plea- - 
ſure, received lady Brightley's anſwer to 
his beloved girl; and, that he might ob- 
tain ſome knowledge of the contents, in- 
cloſed it in a piece of Paper, gas. 

theſe words : 4 


— 


Manu. 


4 the double happineſs ot 
finding my friendly advice unrejected 
© by you, and lady Brightley, I dare be- 
© lieve, propitious to your requeſt ; but, as 
© F ſhall ever be intereſted in the fate that 
© attends your undertakings, F muſt con- 
jure you, by the little ſervice I have ren- 
deͤered you, not to deny me the ſatisfaction 
of knowing your future reſolutions. If I 
can be aſſiſtant, I will; if I cannot, my 
good wiſhes ſhall await you: and may 
you be the peculiar care of that Being, 

© whe 


* 


334 5 8 SEX 1* 
ho is able ena e great and good) 
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FN "os Jn am, ee. | 
+ 41 "Mis Bettes harched. the pee 
of her iaviſible correſpondent with great 
emotion, apprehenſive leſt ſhe ſhould be 

denied the requeſt: ſhe had made to lady 


Brightley, her ſituation being now become 


very critical. Her father had, in a meet- 


ing the preceding evening, with the par- 
ties, appointed the wedding- day, and the 


wiſtreſs of his heart was inveſted with au- 
thority to make the nuptial preparations 
_ agreeable to her own inclinations. Her fa- 
ther had carried ker, that very afternoon, 
to vilit her aunt, as ſhe was already ſtiled, 
Who talked: over the affair as. a determina- 
tion fixed as fate. Her heart was borne 
down by an uncommon weight, when her 
eye was molt pleaſingly ſaluted by lady 
Brightley's letter, which ſhe. eagerly: open» 
ed, and found the contents run thus: 


MapaM, 


THEIR HyMgQUR, 


| Mapa, 


F O.U have given my | heart an un- 
ſpeakable ſatisfaction, by chooling. - 
me for your guardian, and my houſe for 
your aſylum. With how much pleaſure 
_ * comply with your requeſt, let the event 
« juſtify, | I have a perſon in whom I can 
© confide, and one of my family, to conduct 
you. Haſten then ta my protecting roof, 
nor deſtroy, by delay, what will be, 
v hen this letter reaches your hand, more 
than half accompliſhed.” At the poſt- 
bhbhouſe in Lombard-ſtreet, ſhe will a wait 
your coming, and ſet off inſtantly with 
you fort a village where, notwithſtanding 
 * the inhabitants are few, you have many 


friends. I will not only undertake your juſ- 4 


« tification with the world, but your recon- 
« ciliation with your fathey'alfo,, nor- ſhall 


© you ever be delivered up, if I can prevent 
* it, without your own conſent, Mrs. Finch 


©is impatient for your deliverance, as are 

many more I could name; therefore, good 

$-girl, diſappoint us not, and we will en- 
_ © deavour © 
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- Edeavour, hereafter, to reconcile your 
A 7 and inclination. | 


we Þ = — 
n ME Lem, Ke. 


Miſs Forteſcue's . nes ſub. 
Sided, and ſhe determined, to avoid ſuſpi- 
'xion, not to make the leaſt preparation for 
Her journey, but go off juſt as ſhe was. 


She had, indeed, a few difficulties to en- 


counter, and which were abſolutely im- 


practicable without the' aſſiſtance of ſome 
truſty perſon : ſhe was perſuaded, that the 


letters ſhe had received were conveyed into 
her book by her father's ſervant ; but poſſi- 
bly, according to her judgment, he might 
be ignorant ot the contents. To tamper with 


bim, therefore, ſhe feared would be dan- 
gerous, and betray a ſecret hitherto hap- 
© pily preſerved. After many determinati- 
ons and rejections, ſhe refolved to apply 
to her unknown friend; and Rebecca 
being buſied in her domeſtic concerns, ſhe 
© Layed her book in its wonted place, though 
not unobſerved by the diligent captain, 


* 
* 
"Ws. 
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who flew to peruſe the little paper as ſoon. 
as ſhe withdrew. 


"ns WHOEVER) you are that have * 
ed ſo friendly a part, by a young creature, 
* at this juncture, very hard driven, k 
© muſt intreat you to complete, by your 
c kind and ſeaſonable aſſiſtance, the charit- 
able work you have began. I have re- 
ceived, from lady Brightley, a moſt en- 
* couraging letter, and ſhe has been fo con- 
ſiderate as to ſend a female ſervant, in 
whom, ſhe ſays, ſhe can confide, to attend 
my flight, a ſhocking phraſe! but I need 
not paliate, ſince my motive is no other 
© than eſcaping a horrid facrifice. I would 
be glad to retreat this evening, as my 
father will ſup out, could I, by any 
© means, elude Rebecca's vigilance, and 
© have a hackney coach ready for my con- 
veyance. If you, who have already done 
ſo much for me, can effect theſe two 
' * ſervices, you will, indeed, be my deli- 
* verer, and may ever depend Sy my 
2 utmoſt gratitude,” 

'The 


x 
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| The little” commiſſion miſs Caroline ren | 
queſted, gave her lover the utmoſt conſe- 
quence in his own. eyes, and he was ſenſi- 
ble he could caſily accompliſh che things 
ſhe mentioned, Alas,“ ſaid he, © how vain- 
<ly do I. endeavour. to divert. my afflicted: 
; © heart, in which I find love is ſtronger than 
© reaſon | . Notwithſtanding the inevitable 
* necellity of my. being ſeparated from miſs. 
_ © Fonteſcue, my reſolution is ſhaken by; 
6. -that one remberance, that, in a few. . 
<F ſhall no longer behold her. However 
790 weak I am in reflection, I will ſtand firm 
Fin action ; It is the dear girl's happineſs 
© has hitherto. fixed my attention, and ſhall 
«ſtill fig it; nor will I prove myſelf ſo un · 
© worthy of that conſideration for me, I 
©] hope hereafter to. inſpire her with, as 
"©not to. be diſintereſted, and prefer her | 
* delicacy to every ſelf gratification.” Ac- 
cordingly, with his wonted diligence, he 
agreed with a coachman, to take up, miſs 
- Foxteſcue, as ſhe deſired, and formed a 
ſcheme to ſecure Mrs. Rebecca. He then 
. theſe lines of intelligence. 
Map Au 


* "4 
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waiting, at the top of the ſtreer, at ſeven 

* o'clock. You may banifh' every appre- 


« henſion, as your Argus will be lulled into 3 


© inſenſibility, by an irreſiſtible charm. 
<Your inviſible friend finds his reward 
complete, in having effected the happy. | 
* enterprize his heart was ſer upon, and 
« will not forſake you, until he is an eye- 
« witneſs of your joining lady Brightley's. 
« ſervant, on whoſe care you may confi- 
* dently rely. May every good angel guard 
© you, and render your future o__ un- 
e N 8 rene? Adjeu." W 


| This note 8 the 1 sep 
maid, and ſhe counted the tedious hours 
with both pleaſure and pain. Her father 
had her dutiful conſideration, nor could 
ſhe reflect upon giving him uneaſineſs, 
without wounding her own repoſe. © How. 
happy ſhould I think myſelf,” ſaid ſhe, 
* were it poſſible for me to avoid the ſtep. 
rt am about to take] but it is wy too 
2 | great 
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great a ſacrifice, to render all my future 
0 days miſerable, to ſatisfy only the parti- 
x cular humour of a parent. If the trying 
1 . hand of ſickneſs were upon him, or was 
de confined in a diſmal priſon, and my 
© compliance would remove the one, or 
« ſet him at liberty from the other, I think 
I would not hefitate.” Thus did ſhe em- 
ploy her thoughts until the appointed hour 
arrived. Frank, it ſeems, had made Mrs. 
Rebecca a preſent of a favourite cordial, 
of which ſhe had taken ſo plentiful a doſe, 
That, not only her young lady had an un- 
_Iaterrupted opportunity of eſcaping, but 
even the very houſe itſelf, might have 
| deen removed, without danger of _—_ 


: The eee having wken care that rio 
N nt ſhould happen either to his fellow 
lervant, or of fire, during his abſence, follow- 
ed miſs Forteſcue, at a convenient diſtance, 
until ſhe reached the coach, he then took 
bis poſt behind, and in a ſhort time, arriv- 
ed at the defined ſpot. Miſs Caroline ha 
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che precaution to ſend in for lady Brights. 


ley? s woman, before ſhe alighted, and knew. 
and then, withy 


ber to be the very perſon, | 


out farther doubt, ſtepped into a poſt, 
chaiſe and four, prepared for the purpoſe, 
which ran them twenty miles from town, 


where they. ſlept ſecurely, and the NEXT 
oy: they e the happy village. 


1a Brightley received her with the 
utmoſt kindneſs, and Mrs. Finch gave 
evident marks of- a moſt unfeigned affec- 
tion, for the lovely girl, and Mr. Finch 
told her, he little expected, at his time of 


life, to be drawn in to countenance a run- 
away daughter. Miſs Caroline bluſhed, 
and even . ſhed tears at this WN 
piece of raillery, and the humane Mr. 
Finch, was heartily concerned at having 


hurt her delicate mind. 


Be aſſured, ſaid he, my dear, that 


© ſa far from condemning your conduct, I 
* highly applaud it, but it is owing to the 
L indiſcretion alone of girls, who fly their 


12 : 
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5 e prent's, to "ruſh into the arms of ſome 
T giddy youth, or fibertine, that has ren- 
2 dered a ſtep of this Tort fo reproachful. 
©] believe 1 am as nice in my notions as 
© moſt men, (and men, in theſe reſpects, 
bone, o more ſeverely than women) and 
yet I declare, that I hould have thought 
* my own child or ſiſter, both Janek 
and commendable, for ſuch an action. 
* You wound me fir, *with c one hand, re- 


155 turned miſs Forteſtue, *- and with the 


+ other, hold out the healing balm of 
= approbation. Had not the ſtep I have 
taken been my laſt reſource, I ſhould de- 
e ſpiſe myſelf for it, but as it is, I hope 1 
« ſhalt be acquitted by the world, and juſti- 
A © fied by my own heart. But pray, added 

ſhe, © which of my friends will take the 
_ trouble of informing my father, I am 


g ſafe and well, and ready to obey every 


© injunction he would impoſe, but that 
© dreadful one of matrimony ?? © Very 
pretty, truly,” faid Mr. Finch, that is 

© as much as to ſay, if your father will per- 


< Smit * to follow your own inclination 
ä in 
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| in material things, you will be all obeth- 

2Zendce in trifles. Well, but' continued 
the good man, I will tell you for your 
comfort, if you are a good gitl at heatt, to 
© your tnortification if you are a bad one, 

© that your hiſtory, literally related, will 
* be hiſſed by the generality of novel read- 
Vers, and novel writers, as thoſe people 
© have no conception of an elopement from 
* a deteſted lover, without a favoured 
one to fly to. Then your ſolicitude con- 
ol Wb your fathet*s caſe, and deſire that 
© he ſhould be made acquainted with your 
©ſafety, and conditional obedlence, are 
* circumſtances that would cloud, inſtead 

_ * of illuſtrating, the narrative. A whining 
3 hero, and a repenting timid heroine, are 
© ridiculous characters. * Miſs Forteſcut's 
< requeſt,” ſaid lady Brightley, has too 
much reafon, propriety, and becoming 
© duty in it, not to be complied with. As 
© by doing me the favour'of putting herſelf 
© under myſprotection, ſhe'Has given me au- 


2 bee to act . of — guardian 


2 | 9 * and 


: 


| 
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Land friend, I myſelf will addreſs, and 
/ * endeavour to reconcile, her father to her 
- *compullive flight.” Lou are all good- 
: * neſs, madam, ' returned the young lady: 

and as my father is intitled to an account, 
© nay, in every reſpe& but the preſent, 
« the direction of my actions, the earlieſt 
© notice is undoubtedly due to him.“ 1 
2 will, this moment, relieve your mind,” 
taid lady Brightley, from an anxiety that 
does honor to it.” So ſaying, ſhe rang 

the bell, and ordering a ſervant to accom- 
modate her with writing materials, ſhe ſoon 
diſpatched the enſuing epiſtle to Mr. For- 


teſcue. 


— 


HOUGH: A "OY A to your per | 
35 ſon, I have long been acquainted 
« « with your character and family, and flat- 
ter myſelf, that, whatever reſentment 
vou may feel, on the firſt peruſal of this 
s application, will, on cool, candid reflec- 


don, perfeQtly ſubſide, You, Mr. For- 
« teſcue, 
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t teſoue, are the father of a moſt valuable, 
and, notwithſtanding a late ſtep, I will 
be bold to fay, dutiful child. Her re- * 
© pugnance to your commands, cannot be 43 
« deemed diſobedience, as ſhe was cap 
ble of complying with them. You had 314 
choſen for het;-haſband, a. man, (how- f 
ever unexceptionable in your ſight) whom | 
her heatt rejected conſequently, in her 
ſentimeots, an alliance with him and _ 
happineſs was incompatible. The haſty 
diſpleaſure of an oppoſed parent, and te 
timidity of an affectionate well diſpoſed | 
* child, I can eaſily conceive, and make due 
allowance for (I myfelf fir, am a parent) the 
one apprehends rebellion, the other per- | 
* ſecuition z and you muſt give me leave to I 
* ſay , that atbitrary power is equally ſub. | 
Jett to error, as merk and reaſonable op- 
* poſition to blame. Tour child, fir, only } 
* defires a bare negative in a point whereon 1 
all her peace and felicity is dependent: 
n no will of her on againſt | 
you, nor has ſhe preſumed to make 4 
8 eee, indiſereet choice. „She has, | 
Vor. Il. H indeed, 


6324 „« „ „ 0 „ „„ 


* 


flight was ſingle, no giddy lover to aſſiſt, 
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<indeed, an from your houſe, but her 


no unworthy: confident to impel her to 


the commiſſion of an action, that would 


have blaſted your every hope and expec- 
Station. She has put herſelf under the 
protection of thoſe friends her merit gave 


her, during her reſidence at Brightley, 

* and has engaged them unanimouſly to 
reconcile her beloved father to her. We 
«all, fir,” believe that the happy eſtabliſh- 
ment of this lovely girl, was your aim 


and intention. How dreadful then would 


a diſappointment have proved, when the 
worm of diſcontent had | deſtroyed the 
bloom that now adorns your Caroline's 
cheeks, when languiſhment had ſuper- 
ſeded the healthful ſparkle of her eye, and 


© her decaying frame undeniably, though 


too late, convinced you, that the affections 

«of the heart, thoſe eſſentials to happineſs, 
are beyond the reach of parental autho- 
nity, or even the command of the poſſeſ- 


< for herſelf! Theſe conſidetations muſt 


een, and induce you 1 5 
11 | the 
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a the part I now act of mediator, and Pill 
« add, preſerver of your e in that 1 i 
| "ITY child's. 
| 4 25954 R 1 4 

. Yin may een; upon all 455 cate bet 
« ing taken of miſs Caroline,/and I ſhall-be 
glad to receive a convincing proof from 
your own hands, that I have not miſtak - 
< en your character, in concluding, you to 
be a man of underſtanding and humanity 
and an wee 95 W ep 


J2” F 35,0 F- 


it endl et | 
Her ladyſhip ratio Do, this letter to 
the friendly circle, by whom it was gene- 


rally approved, ſhe ſealed and committed 
the conveyance of it to the care of a meſ- 
ſenger appointed for the more ſpeedy diſ- 
patch, the poſt going from the village 
only every other day. Miſs Forteſcye's ſelf- 
confidence began to revive by the kind en- 
couragement of her friends, and ſhe waited 
her father's anſwer to lady: ie ad- 
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\ adorned the chimney corner. 


linzneſs to diſturb him; and, as it was then 


any thing of miſs Caroline, ſhe concluded 


148 Bien 81 fu 
Ureſs, "with le moch 22 as —_ 
3 tnpected. 35 „ 200 


Mrs. Rebecca had no * Mer off 


her doſe, tham the reviſited her dominion, 


the kitchen, and found Mr. Frank pro- 
foundly Teeping in a wicker chair, that 
_ His fleep 

was} indeed, unfeigned, for he had fo fa- 
tigued both his body and mind, in effect- 


ing mim Ferteſete' deliverance, and im- 


paired his reſt for many preceding nights, 


that, When he- returned from Lombard- 


ſtreet, his happy accompliſhment of his 
honeſt deſigns, had inſpired him with fuch 


a heart. felt ſatisfaction, chat he inſenfibly 


yielded to a repoſe, calm and refrefhing, 
as that enjoyed by the peaceful babe. He 
had ſo far recommended himſelf, by his 
diligence and induſtry, to Mrs. Rebecca's 


reſpectful conſideration, that ſhe moved 


with the utmoſt caution, ftom an unwil- 


near eleven o'clock, as ſhe fiw nor heard 
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ſhe was gone to bed; and took her plaengn 
oppoſite her fellow ſervant, to wait.hen + * 
maſter's return from wa RES engager. 
4 1101017 281-160 
Between pans and * Ea 


rouſed his domeſtics, by a loud rap at the, 
door, and having gained admittance, in- 


ſtantly went to bed, in order to relieve his 
heated brain. Frank ſlunk into his truckle 
repalitory, and Mrs, Rebecca, after hays 
ing ſpent much time in devotion, and 
once. more comforted her heart with 1 
| beloved deal, and R 


1 ** 


ant i 3 


iy aka 8 Wache 
vill be impoſſible for him or her to figugo 
to their imagination, the witch- like aſpecb 
of this houſe · keeper, when, on entering 
ber apartment, ſue found the curtains of _ 
miſs Caroline's bed undrawu, and rer 
wc by that lovely . 24 if 
ho AMES 
"a deep ropenect} yell i hey 
* ea. Wen e op,; 
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e had taken, was in its firſt and conſe. 
qbently, ſtrongeſt operations. Alarmed and 
rerrified as he was, by the uncommon and 
dreadful wailings of his favourite, he Nad 
not the reſolution to quit his chamber, but 
rang huis bell with the utmoſt violence, in 
order to obtain a ſafe, and ſpeedy informa- 
tion. R l 39 


Rebecca, overcome with her fright, ſuf- 
fered her maſter to continue ſome time in 
horror and ſuſpence, but on recovering 
her preſence of mind, ſhe obeyed his ſum- 
mons with unabated ſqvalling, until ſhe 
reached his room door; when the coun- 
ſellor cried out. What is the matter Re- 
©beeca ? What can be the meaning of all 
_ <this* confuſion? © O, fir,“ replied the 
feighted virgin, if you will be ſo kind 
dase open the door, I will, on my knees, 
Ltebenb the whole fact.. Good Heavens * 
faid Mr. Fbrteſcue, what fact have you 
committed ? I believe, woman, you have 
| ©loltyour ſenſes? O, fir,? returned ſhe, 
em 4e were no worſe, but miſs Caro- 


elne 9 At the mention of that name, 
aur 
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our pleader became'a new man, the fumes. 
of wine were baniſhed, ” by his ſtronger 

fear. Good Rebecca, tell me,“ ſaid he, 
flying to the door, and opening it, tell 
. me; pet, has, happened to Caroline!“ 
Ah, ſir,” faid Rebecca, ] beſeech you - 
to pardon me, and believe me innocent, 
but miſs Caroline is gone Out of my 
way, woman, ſaid the enraged counſel - 
lor (at the ſame, time puſhing her down) 
c gone! Where? when ? how! ? ob, the 
6 wicked, ay, deſigning buſſy | but ſhe is 
c what her. mother was before her! ſhe had, 
* blefied. cxample !'. 4.5 


— 8 l I #58, 


10 fl neige 3 
Howus, un generous his refledtion was 1 leave 


7 "17% 


the j judgment of to my readers; but ſuch. 


is the ingratirude of man, that he ever con- 
demns female 1 impropriety, notwithſtanding, 
it may be merely the reſult of affection for 
2 him, or compliance with his tepeated ſoli- 
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REL CA as well as he » was: is 


Wang eng no ſmall hurt by her fall, 
ars 5 H 4 o and 
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and followed her maſter's a * 
ſoppoſe, faid Mr. Forteſeue, ſhe is 


|  * gone off with that vile fellow, Frank, and 


„ ſhalt: have a ſcandalous brat to main- 
*tain; but 1 will hang the dog, that he 


may depend on.” The captain was pre- 
pated for a viſit, by Mrs. Rebecca's out- 


cry, doubting not but their ſuſpicions would 
fall upon him; but when the counſellor, 
attended by his faithful houſe-keeper, en · 


b rered the garret, and found Frank in a 
counterfeiwſleep, his aftoniſhment was in- 


nitely increaſed.” © This! is, indeed, a maſter 


 ftroke,” ſaid he, but T fuppoſe, fellow, 


7ou have been the g - between, the Jet- | 


ter - carrier, and can inform me what 
» uretch has been weak enough to bring 


*himfelf to the gallows, for intriguing 


With my daughter The captain affected 
3 great ſurpriſe, and proteſted, he was in- 
|  nocent of the charge, and did not know 


of any gentleman's being gone off with 


miſs Caroline, nor that any one intended 


x Deceive me at your peril, raſcal,” 


S avail 
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© avail you, but be aſſured, I will puniſſr 
| «you with the ſevereſt rigour,” unleſs you 
diſcover all you know.” Lord, fir, 
faid the captain, * how ſhould ye ſuppoſe 
_ «© miſs Caroline would accept my poor 
V affiſtance? why Mrs. Rebecca knows 1 
have never been concerned in any ino 
ttriguing, nor have I any head for it 'Þ 
am ſure if you knew all, fir, you would 
not ſuſpect me. ll ſearch this affulr 
to the bottom,” ſaid the enraged lawyer; 
darting a furious look, * and if you have 
* been any way aſſiſting, it had better 
+ for you never to have been born.“ He . 
then ruſhed ont of the Sartet, N We 
a. vac Ag: 
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= aside nn chis Fee ee 
ed, was a ſevere ſtroke to him; and 
though he returned to his bed, he found 
nu0 repoſe. There was! not the leaſt clue 
dy which te trace the n5#i% away;” and 
ſhould a marriage be effected between his 
daughter and an unworthy wretch, the re- 
: a, en ur af be able to — 


nn. 3 or Wen 


- 
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Would. be, by no means, 1 to the 
= deſire of his heart, as three years would 
FF — give her an indiſputable claim to her for- 
une. In this ſtate of perplexity, he conti- 
mec all chat night, and was. denied to eve- 
„ iy onetlic;next day; when Frank was ſent 
ont way, and Rebecca another, to enquire 
at the i inns, in order to gain ſome intelli- 
gene concerning her. This parent was 
Vveſy: unwlling: his daughter” s elopement 
ſhould.(rranſpire, , until he had concerted 
| ome certain means, leſt it ſhould prevent 
his match with Mrs. Swinton taking place. 


He began, upon reflection, to fatter him 
elf, that if his daughter had made an im- 
prudent” choice, and he could fright her 

into advantageous conceſſions, to obtain 

3 is forgivenefs,- he might be ſtill able to 

Larry chat deſired point. He indeed, re- 

gretted, that, in| loſing, Mr. Macpher- 

foo, de ſhould : loſe; his fortune; but 

e wiſely. imagined, that Mrs. Swin- 

ton would, with leſs ſcruple, join in de · 

frauding a ſtranger, than her own nephew. 
A very poor compliment to his proceed- 


teediogs, who 5 the deſtruction 
of 


©. 
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; of: a child. He was reduced to the neceſ . 
ſity, the ſecond day of miſs Caroline's abs 


ſence; of inventing twenty excuſes 10 dif- 


engage! himfelf from viſiting Mrs: Swinton, 
and on the thirdꝗ day, lady Brightley's 


epiſtle renewed all his grievance. - To find 


his daughter withdrawn from, his protec- 


tion, and in ſuch ſaſe and ; honourable 
hahds, no huſband in the caſes; no indiſere . 
tion to charge her with, was a mortifying 


circumſtance hedlittle expected. However 


deceit being a prompt principle in his 
heart, it ſuggeſted to him, that, by ap- 


pearing ſatisfixd: With his daughter's coh- 


duct, and yielding: as it were; to the per- 
maſions of her friends, he might once more 
allure her into his power, and then deat 
with her as he. thought ,proper. In obedi- 
ence to this prudent monitor, he wrote as 


ee dels eds boning gat 
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Profeſs myſelf n e ta 
1 you, bath for your kind reception of 
_ friendly expoſtulations, with reſpe& 


ö; 
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much of the father, as to love my girl, 
to ſeek ber felicity, and never more offer 
«madam, will take upon you. ko ſay I can, 
from your hands; dutiful ia every other 
3 Rs the more agreeable, 
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oy girl. I believe I did not give the matter 
d due conſideration, not can I, even a8 a 
Ffathet, experience the tender delicacies, 


* ſhip's maternal heart is informed. Men 
have not thoſe refinements in their rough - 
Ser natures ; but I, nevertheleſs, have fo 


* views. to pour ſoheitations, and if you, 


«Fam willing te, receive a dutiful child 


© reſpett; bur the matrimonial. The onen 


4%; 


en, n. 6. 
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ee 3 this letter to the 
poſt, our counſellor made a viſit to his in- 


ended lady, and, as he could no longer 


conceal it, he made her acquainted with. 


1 poder Mrs, Swine 


oh id 4 
28 3 _ 
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was greatly mortified, andt lent, after that 
intelligence, an unwilling ear to Mr. 
Forteſcue's love profeſſions. I am ſorry, 
« fir,” far ſhe, that our connection mult 
be interrupted, but as the only terms, on 
© which J could have received you, ſeem 
* impradticable, you mult excuſe ken * 
* I defire you to-defiſt your viſits? © | 


The counſellor was chunderfiruck at 
this ſpeech, but being a man of the 
moſt prudent compoſure, where his in- 
tereſt was concerned, 'he gravely intreat- 
ed the lady to poſtpone the ſentence of 
baniſhment, until ſhe ſaw what could be 
done with his. daughter, on her returne 
e] may expect every thing, ſaid he, from 
© her docility of temper, but it will be 
dangerous to drive her to extremities, as. 
© ſhe can command the management of 
© her whole fortune, the day ſhe is of 

* age. Had ſhe made an improper choice, 
© in all probability, I ſhould have reaped _ 

re advantage, than if ſhe: was even 


* given to your nephew. But we 1 4 


be 


x58 .:Excn'Sex 10: 
de better able to judge in ſome ſhort 
. me e only. madam, in the interim, de. 
prive me not of the happineſs of ſeeing 
- £you.!:- Mrs. Swinton's characteriſtic be- 
ing that of good nature, ſhe; yielded to 
the cqunſellor's importunity, and reſtored 
his ſatisfaction of heart, 9 en of 
| en dun fate rl 
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4188 Forteſcue and An tere 
ſoon contracted a friendſhip; 
from ſimilarity of diſpofition; 
and equality of age. The for- 
mer fighed for the captain, the latter for 
the baronet; but were reſtrained from com- 
municating 'the foft inclination of their 
hearts, even to each other, from a prin« 
eiple of delicacy inſeparable to the mind uf 
the retired, wee virgin. he 
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Bvighiley! was, by no means, the agree- 
able place miſs Caroline had known it; in 
her imagination, the woods were all lowely; 
the melody gone; roſes became leſs fair, tefs 

ſweet, than when bluſhing beneath the 
ere, and gathered by the valued hand, 9 
Sind | the 
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. the youthful captain. The iP from the 
village ta Mr. Johnſon's farm was her fa. 
vPvourite walk, as it. concurred: to revive 


many pleaſing recollections of that tender 
declaration Mr. Finch had there entertain- 


ae d her with, of his affection for her. She 


ſecretly wiſhed his return during her con- 
tinuance in the country, but deſpaired of 
enjoying, ſo great a happineſs. Her fair 
friend's thoughts were wholly engroſſed by 
the handſome haronet ; his underſtanding 
and politeneſs equally engaged her appro- 
bation ; his behaviour to his mother, his 
ſtrong and. generous attachment to her 
brother, were irreſiſtible charms, and the 
whole. world appeared as nothing in her 
UNS: CO? with that n 
- youth. | 


* 3 


n | 
ey, during which time the barenet con- 


., , Finuediullen, and almoſt inacceſſible to his 


* the unexpected change. 


friend, who was alarmed and afſſlicted at 
How little de- 


* be would Jay to miſs Shel- 
6c. a L Bi 
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, * ought we to have upon the human 
6 _—_ To- day it approves, and overflows 
« with the grateful profeſſions of friendſhip 
and affection; to-morrow it: is diſguſted,” 
it knows not why; becomes cold reſerved,” 
and diſingenuous, and, by preventing an 
« eclaircifſement with its; wonted favourite, 
obſtructs every means af being unde 
_ © ceived, difabuſed; and reconeſled. Who: 
© would have imagined that I. who ſeemed: 
ſo entirely poſſaſſed of fir William Bright · 


nn. ſhould fall ine diſgrace, 


unconſeious of having offended, and re- 
main uninformed of my affence-?- But: E 
© mlt'perſevere in a patient ſubmiſſion to 
this ſttange, newly aſſumed: humour, and 
| Rs ns oy ey ewes 


"+ Sir William, — — 
© is, in this inſtance, an undeniable evi- 
dence, that even the utmoſt good ſenſe is 
*fallible, and that error and perfection is 
5 inter woven in our nature, as to be in- 

3 and with ourſelves, indiſtin- 
BLOT + guiſhable, 


+13 


4 ? inconſiſtence he was Zoey of, in retaining 
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Iman fancies himſelf perfectiy right i in his 
conduct, and has ſome imaginary good 
© reaſon for this ſhyneſs and rng 
<iwhich mn 1 doubtleſs, e's + 

£12 817 vg DDD LIFTIAID. : 
4 be ee as | little te 
as his friend, from the alteration in his dif- 


| poſition. | He: perceived; he deſpiſed the 


an unabated friendſhip for Mr. Stevens, 


yet excluding him from a knowledge of his 
| heart, ſhunning his company, and diſliking 


His converſation. He would enter the par- 
lor reſolued to: atone for his paſt unkind- 
_ neſs, by probfb of repentance, and re · at- 
tachment!; but found himſelf incapable of 


acting ſuch a part as he himſelf could ap- 


prove, and would quit the room abruptly, 
and make freſh: reſolutions, which he was 
equally unable to adhere to. Surely,” he 


Stevens; why. do I, then, create theſe 
« difficulties, and conſtrain myſelf, wittyre- 


Dit I in | 1 ſpect 


© guiſhable: I dare believe this n gentle 


would ſay, I am a ſlave to falſe honor; 
am under no engagement to prefer miſs* _ 


a 
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, ſpect to acknowledging Lam at laſt be- f 
come à lover? But 1 Kno not Whg the 
lady is, whence ſhe comes, or what con- 
© nexions ſhe has; and, perhaps, the firſt 
« fruit of my affectionate declaration would 
© be the afflicting diſcovery, that ſhe is del. 
« tined for young Finch, and that they are 
6 ſpeedily to be united by a facred rite, 
which may ſtrengthen, but cannot in- 
_ ©creaſe; their long, long engaged eſteem, 
cannot bear this torturing fuſpence, 
Had I but the courage, the juſtice, to 
give Stevens a ſhare in my diſtreſs, my 
« doubts would ſoon be diſpelled: he would 
© inform himſelf, and me, of every partieu- 
© lar I could wiſh to know, and footh my 
© ſoul to peace, by his unanſwerable reaſon- 
© ing, and gentle perſuaſions. I will in- 
* ſtantly ſeek him, obtain his pardon for 
© the late effects of my weaknefs and folly, 
* and ſolicit his friendly affiftance, to re- 
© ſtore me to my wonted chearfulneſs, und 
heart: felt ſatisfaction. Fhis method, . 
* know, by experience, I am unable to pur- 
* ſue but, if 1 cannot ſpeak, I can 
"OY | 15 rite 


B ca Sox in | 
* urite Happy ſuggeſtion. * 1 can, 


. 


© by letter, reveal my every thought —1 
© will catch, as it were, this inclination, 
. nor give myſelf, by reflection, an increaſe 
6 of mortification. At this inſtant, having 
che necedary materials about bim, he 
thus diſcharged his mind of its ſentiments, 
attachments, doubts, waverings, and every 
ſpecies of loye-born perplexity; which he 
had no. ſooner compleated, than. he depg- 
ſited it under the Os. of his 23 
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S it poſſible that you can be a 1 
to the agitations. of your friend's 
9 by penetration alone, I ſhould 
imagine, you would detect me; but even 

* ſympathy is dull, nor informs you, that 
your friend is, at laſt, caught in ſimilar 
* toils, by which you have been long en- 
« tangled. O, Stevens, I conjure you to 

nn part I took in your ſuffer- 
* © ings, how I always lent a willing ear to 


© your nin, acquired every informa» 
2 Ss 


CY OY 4: i 
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tion J thought could be ſerviceable to 
you, and ſincerely wiſhed you happily 
« united to the object of your beſt affec- 
« tions. Had I been capable, with what 
« pleaſure would I have obſtructed every 
« impediment, and opened a ſucceſsful path 
< to the attaitiment of yoùr wiſhes! Some 

« difficultics 1 dig obviate, and it is now, 
indirectly, by my means, that you en- 
joy the continued felicity of entertaining 
the woman you love. I mention not theſe 

_ © particulars-as taxes upon your gratitude, 

but in order to dee you en * 

| Pages es | 3, 
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re 
a deſire to ſee your ſiſter, how ſtrongly ! 
© was prepoſſefſed in het favour, and what 
ſatisfaction I promiſed myſelf, in calling 
you brother; but thofe days are now no 
more! a ſtranget has made that conqueſt 
*] would have teſerved for her, and fup- 
* planted her image in my heart. I no 
longer ſigh from an imaginary cauſe, not- 
e as eee around me: 
ieee I fear 


- - 
ot - 
* 
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21 fear young Finch has 4 prior claim to 
d ̃ the object of my admiration; nor am I ſo | 
deſpicable, as to even wiſh to purchaſe 
© my happineſs at the expence of his. Far 
gone, as I feel I am, I would not receive 
i < her lovely hand but in conjunction with 
her heart, nor conſtitute an angel, lady 
© Brightley, , unleſs love, alone, could in- 
« duce her acceptance of me. I have no- 
thing to fear from you; you ſee with 
«© other. eyes than mine. I conjure you, 
then, by our paſt friendſhip, to become 
© my. advocate; tell her how greatly I 
| « eſteem her, ſolicit her tender approbation 
13 100 me; but be ſure, above all things, to 
make yourſelf acquainted with the true 
1 ſtate of her inclinations. If you can, upon 
* enquiry, and converſing with her, give 
me the happy aſſurance, that her heart is 
bet from every impreſſion, you will, in- 
deed, ſpeak my felicity. My youth ſub- 
1 5 me to this violence of paſſion; you 
* know I am not a ſenſualiſt; her mind, as 
* well as perſon, has engaged me, and, I 


. 


4 and too much of my peace is dependant 
vel IL l | 65 upon 


Turin Humour: 167 
upon her favour, But let me not forget 
my beſt of mothers, ſhe has a right to be 
conſulted, who has ever conſulted my 
eaſe. The eye that has watched me from 


my carlieſt exiſtence, with the moſt ten- | 


der anxiety; ſhall: never ſhed a tear at my 
indiſcrete choice. She ſhall have a daugli- 


ter, when I have a wife; nor would I ſacri- 7 


© fice her repoſe to make myſelf an em- 
peror. The heart that has ever beat with 
© maternal tenderneſs, ſhall never be wound- 
big nen an Dunn 41% 
| ety (ave! Linn : Inne . 
C you, Steveiis, ene you 1016 by mel 
whom this change in my diſpoſition is 
vrought ? or is it neceſſary for me to men- 
tion Mr. Finch's fair viſitor? I give up 
my connexion with your family with re- 
gret; I wiſh: your amiable” ſiſter a more 
valuable and ſteady lover, and ſhall ſtill 
© rejoice in, and endeavour to ſtrike out the 
* means of, her and your good mother's 
felicity. Suffer not your regard for me 
to be diminiſhed,” by my involuntary 
TN in one nnn, but remem. 
7010! < ber 
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ber what you youtſelf have endured ch 
- the | amiable miſs Shelburne's account. 


5, pitting your natural generoſity of heart 


out of the queſtion. Intereſt yourſelf, 
therefore, in the cauſe of your once loved 


friend; a cauſe, on the fucteſs'of which 
is a e his es -his tg, ang and 
0 iſe... 


To worn ns ited + p. 
ped under the bolſter, and was unperceived 
by Mr. Stevens. The family at the hall 
dined. the next day, by engagement, at Mr. 
Finch's, and; in the afternoon, repaired 
into the garden. Sir William had avoided 
meeting his friend's eyes all the day, and 
reſolved not to declare his paſſion for the 
young lady, 8 Py _ * _ 
£0 Ys letter: - 


"1 "ma vol * F 3 
* Pans. ages e aten be 


el to alittle ſummer · houſe, ſituated 


on a mount from hence, having ſpent 
ſome 
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hours in friendly chat, they all deſcended, 

and, as the gardens were large, each took 
the route moſt -agreeable to their fancy. 
The fair friends, and the baronet, ſeparated | 


themſelves from the wiſer multitude ; but 


ſoon, miſs Forteſcue, inſtructed by love 
alone, diſcovered the. ſecret inclinations of, 
the youthful pair, and, very good. natured- 
ly, dropped them, in a winding alley, to 
give them an opportunity of converſing 
without a witneſs, and herſelf the liberty 
of indulging ſome particular reflections. 
The baronet, and miſs Stevens, were ſa 
deeply engaged in contemplating the beau- 


ties of nature, that they were got at ſome - 


diſtance from the ſeat on which miſs Forteſ- 
cue had repoſed herſelf, before they were 
ſenſible they had loſt her company. Sir 
William firſt made the pleaſing, unexpect- 
ed diſcovery, when miſs Stevens immedi- 
ately propoſed returning to ſeek for her; 
but the baronet eaſily perſuaded the credu- 
lous maid, that ſhe had- given them the lip 
in order to divert herſelf with alarming 
them, and had, doubtleſs, Joined the other 


Vor. II. Aries 1 party. 


LY 
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oy: n ms „ Enrfnnbd this young 


Serien. o are dare trot yourfelf under 
my condi; we fall rejom them at the 


„tetrimnation brecht Hike labyrinth, in which 
© Tcanot miflend yob, if 1 Was fo difpefed.” 
I, fir” retartied mifs Stevens; am ſd far 
© froth being ſülpicious, that 1 have grate 
cotifidence in your p toteckion.“ If you 
Ene my Heart, madam, replled the ba- 
rofiet, A nie Cönfoöllon, yd would 
enbt dodbt my being well affected towards 

chr Bit Whs can beh6ta Io one 

n object without adfniratloti? * 


The hitte maze, u Ulk ort "ou were 
g6t together,” was cotupoſedl of fach Hört 
#indings, chat ir was pemble' for any per- 
ſon to be at à convenient dance for Ober- 
hearing a'cenverfation, without being dil- 
covered. Mr. Stevens and miſs Shelbtirne 
kad; undefignediy, truck into this intricate 
track, jaſt as tHe baronet uttefed the words 
Move inferted, which they diſtinctiy heard. 
8 The plot begins to chicken,“ Whiſpeted miſs 
n, n 8 1 hive long ſuſpect- 
VN 


* 
| LIED 


'. THEIR Flumout. tr 
t vdithis ; if we eg e 
n ere e elt. 03 RD? 
oh, „Iman ee fie „ William's 2 was 
«tree from à variety of ſenſations I no 
veuperirnte; until F had the pltaſure of 
<beholding' you: It was not merely a face 
tt could attract me but my hrart has 
proved unable weer united charms 
oy: can ee ve hi Laube ad? 


ot na 201.9786; ee 
25 MiſoSitoenerfel avteading fndbilieyac 
the batonetꝰꝭ profeſſion; but, rorwirhtaha- 
ing fhe wiſhed him to deulare himfelf more 
largely, ſne had not the courage to promote 
the ſubjecr. Sir William wus Glen; ſhe 
was diſtreſſed, and enquired, wich a view 
to ednceal her diforder; how fur che ke. 
F ange dog 2077 1 
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© It is infinitely too „ limited: ? 00 
the lover, ro permit me to deſcribe the 
tender inchination you habe inſpired me 
with. This is à caſual and unempected 
er e bi let me mou 


1 2 : you 
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you to tender it a happy one, by - condeI 
| | © ſcending to reſolve the ſingle queſtion, 
* whether. you are engaged, or not, in your 
« affeRions 2* . My life, fir William, re- 


plied miſs Stevens *© (excluſive of my jour- 
ney to Btightley) has hitherto been ſuch 


nas has ſecluded me from all ſociety with 


men of breeding and merit; conſequent- 
ly. whatever natural ſuſceptibility I may 


THe endued with, has been unawakened. 


8 Bac you, fir, have not been fo confined 


«of England, "ly even thaſe: of Hate 


and Italy have been familiar to your eyes. 
Excuſe me, then, if I impute the high 
compliment you have paid me, to polite- 
* neſs: alone.“ Ih will,” ſaid the baronet, 


to remove every doubt of my ſincerity, 


* with your permiſſion, lay my whole heart 

5 open to you. | 

3 54171971 ** 5 8 f | 48 
Some ow years . 1 was as APY 

ed with your ſex, as you can 


poſſibly be with mine. Brightley, the 
3 e of my nativity, | had. retained my 


» 


T 3 « unwil- 
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T unvilling reſidence, from my birth until 
that period, and denied me the ſatisfac- 
tion J have ſince enjoyed. I, indeed, con- 
ceived an imaginary attachment to the 
© the ſiſter of my friend Stevens, from the 
deſcription I received of her; that im- 
preſſion preſerved my heart from every 
foreign attack, and I believed myſelf 
* fixed in the reſolution of viſiting: that 
young lady, and ſoliciting her acceptance 
* of my heart: but miss Stevens's image 
© js perfectly eraſed from my breaſt, ſince 
I became acquainted with you; I no 
longer remember her acknowledged me- 
© rit, and reſemblance to my handſome 
friend, but find,” in your corporeal and 
© mental accompliſhment, all that is fairs 
ue and valuable.“ N 


Miſs "RE was. Wa by this 
Jait ſpeech, and was about to diſcover her 
name: tor the baronet ; when her brother, 
fuſpecting her deſign, emerged; with miſs 
Shelburne, from their concealment, and no 
Jeſs ſurprized, than mortified, the lovers. 


13 Miſs 
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. Miſs Shelburne rallied them with great 
goodnature and politeneſs, on their having 
ſtrolled from the company, into ſuch a re- 
tired walk; and it was ſome. time before 
de baronet [could fo far recover himſelf, 
28 to return the comphment. They then 

- xeturned, by joint conſent, by the way fir 
William and miſs Stevens had came, in or- 
der to find miſs Forteſcue, who had not 
quitted her rural ſeat during their abſence; 
and excuſed herſelf for having played them 
ſuch a ſlippery trick, by complaining of 4 
fight head: ach. Mr. Stevens enjoyed the 
higheſt ſatisfaction from the diſcovery he 
bad made, which he had not an opportu- 
pity of informing lady Brightley ef that 


; night. At ſapper they were very gay; 


Mr. Finch exerting his utmoſt good-hu- 
mour for the entertainment of his friends, 


who did not take their leave until a late 
hour, and, on their arrival at the hall, they 
__ wſtantly retired to their reſpective apart- 


ON: (5 
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* 
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Mr. Steyens found the baroner's letter 
a upon his table by the houſe· maid, Who 
mentioned the place, with ſurpriſe, where 
the had found i it. Mr. Stevens no ſooner 
peruſed the contents, than he conceived 
the manner of the accident and impatiently 
expetted the morning. His heart was agi- 
taxed by a. variety of paſſigns, occaſioned 
from the various deſcriptions in the epiſtle; 
ſurpriſe was ſucceeded by _wortificatign, 
mortification by compaſſion, compaſſion by 
reſentment, reſentment by ſatiafgetion, &c, 
&c. But the certainty of his friend's affec- 
tion for his ſiſter, made amends for every 

thing. I thall, at laſt,” ſaid he, haye a 
: 139 * in my beloyed friend, wy iter a 
* generpys byſband, and my mother, 2. 
noble, meritorious ſon.* Miſs Shelburne 
participated; by ſympathy, i in Mr, Stevens's 

felicity, and paſſed the night in pleaſing 
contemplations. Lady Brightley, ignorant 
of all that had happened, enjoyed her ac- 
cuſtomed ſerenity, without addition or al- 
lay. Sir William eagerly ſought for an 
e LE his friend, at leaf to *Pprove 
pi; 14 
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his flame, if not encourage it, and was 
greatly chagrined at his diſappointment. 
He flept little, but conſoled himſelf with 
the ſoothing hope of not being diſagreeable 

to his admired fair- one. 5. She evidently 

| * ſeemed, ſaid he, : rather to doubt the 

I! « © ſincerity of my affection for her, than of- 

Ti * fended at the declaration of it. The in- 

* terruption of Stevens and miſs Shelburne 
„was very 1 ** 
vo nenne Nute 

Mis Forteſcue ſpent fome ſhort time in 
1 the unhappy perverſeneſs of her 
fate, compelled, as ſhe was, to fly her fa- 
ther's houfe, to avoid the man 12 hated, 
and misfortune at not meeting with the 
man the loved; reflections which coſt her 
ſeveral ſighs, and by no means contributed 
to her repoſe. Miſs Stevens was puzzled, 
to the laſt degree, by reflecting upon the 

- daronet s myſterious converſation. To love 
her, as the ſiſter of his friend, and, when 

imagining her a ſtranger, to contract ſuch 
188450 for her, delighted, perplexed, 


Pleaked, and rn her. She conceived 
vat the 
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Ahe baronet was deſtined for miſs For- 
teſcue, which: rather occaſioned. a coldneſs 
towards. that lovely girl in her heart; and 
ſhe perſuaded: herſelf, ſhe would not encou- 
rage her own growing. inclination for him, 
until that doubt was removed. She judged, 
from his generoſity to her brother, that he 
was incapable of being biaſſed by pecuni- 
ary conſiderations; but, when her imagina- 
tion enumerated the many merits miſs For- 
teſcue poſſeſled, ſhe ſaw but little reaſon. to 
hope, that the youthful baronet ſhould be- 
hold her with indifference.. Sleep, however, 
at length, ſubdued ali her ſuſpicions and 
jealouſy, by his all-healing hand, and, by 
diſplaying a ſoft, flattering ſcene, fancy b 
compenſated all her ſuſferings: r 


In the noniing; Mr. Stevens. wa ear | 
her than his uſual cuſtom, in. order to ob- 
tain an audience from lady Brightley, with- 
out her ſon's knowledge. Miſs Stevens 
was with her ladyſhip when he was admit- 
ted into her dreſſing: room; and he put ſir 
William's letter into her hand, wüde 


42 * 


N 
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ceeither preface or apology. This aſfectibnate 
mother was not able to go through the 
| _ | contents unaffected, and begged Mr. Ste- 
= rwvens to read it aloud. When he had done, 
_ is"a painful. -plegſure- to me,” ſaid her 
* ladyſhip, te be acquainted with my ſon's 
'* inclinations without undectiving him; we 
< will no longer torment him; I, there- 
fore, intreat you, immediately to reveal 
Lall our ſcheme to him, our reaſons for 
making this tryal of kis heart, and tell 
<him, we congratulate: both him-and our- 
ſelves on its fucceſs.* Mr. Stevens obey- 
ed her e 8 W Me n a 

. follows :. 0 


; r r DEAR S ni N 5995 , 
RESUMING upon the ni of 
your diſpoſition, and in order to diſ- 
cover dener, and unbiaſſed ſentiments of 
your heart, I do confeſs I have been 
_ £ drawn in to practice much deceit towards 
you, and yet am bold enough to fatter 
*.myſelf, you will remit my tranſgreſſiqn. 
Know, then, that the lady who has, hap- 


« I 


* 


, engaged your admiration and 
; eſteem, 
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n eſteem, is no other than Fanny Stevens, 
the beloved ſiſter of that man who is un- 
der ſuch infinite obligations to you. My 
< grandfather has bid good night to chis 
lower world, and, poor man, though late, 
.* relented, and beſtowed a proviſion. upon 
+ us, far bey ond our humble expectations; 
my ſiſter is now entitled to eighteen thou- 
ſand pounds. Believe me, ſir, her for- 
tune has no other weight with me, than 
as it may ſerve to convince your relations 

and guardians, that, potwithſtanding you 

have long honoured a dependent, penny- 

leſs being with your friendſhip and coun- 
_ © tenance, you have not choſen a beggar 

for yaur wife. The nobleneſs of your diſ- 
poſition, your underſtanding and ſobriety, 
ate, with me, more valuable recommenda- 
tions, than your. title and fortune; and 1 
would much rather be allied to the one, 
than intitled to the other. Fanny's:appro- 


* bation of you is apparent, through the 


«© all Proper. nee of virgin modeſty: ſhe 
© muſt, indeed, have been blind, had ſhe 


+* remained unſuſceptible of the uncommon; 
I 6 + quali» 
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4 qualifications you are maſter of. This 
© was my apprehenſion, when you expreſ- 


| {* ſed a deſire of engaging Mr. Finch to 


. A 

: = 9 

L 1 © = 
- * : 


give my mother and her an invitation to 
Brightley; I borrowed the hint from 
you, and hope you will pardon an inno- 
cent leratagem, whick you yourſelf ſug- 
*N geſted to my imagination. Lady Bright- 
. -* ey; in conjunction with miſs Shelburne, 
Mr. and Mrs. Finch,” have been aiding 
and aſſiſting. The poor girl and your- 
ſelf, were alone, ignorant of our deſigns. 
We have complimented each other, in 
very high terms, on our newly diſeovered 
talent for plotting, the ſucceſs of our un- 
dertaking inconteſtably evineing, even in 
_ the moſt rigid judgement, our ſkill and 
S abilities. If we are ſo happy as to be ac- 
.* quitted by you, we ſhall greatly rejoice; 

judge, then, how your applauſe would 
& exalt us! I am, with the moſt ne 
eee rogues, 44 


r * your moſt obedient, &," 
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A fervant was diſpatched with this epiſtfe 
to the baronet, who received it with | 4 
trembling hand. On examining its con- 

tents, he doubted of the reality of his ex- 
ĩſtende, fancied all around him was delu- 
ſion, and, in ſhort, was as romantic in his 
agi as any hero upon antient re- 
cord could be. When bis ſurpriſe began 
to ſubſide, and he was capable of recalling 
his ſcattered reaſon, he ordered the ſervant 
- to tell Mr. Stevens, he ſhould' be glad tor 


ſee him for a few moments. No ſooner © 


was the meſſage delivered, than that gen- 
tleman flew to the apartment of his friend. 

© I hope,” ſaid Mr. Stevens, on entering the 
room, I have not deceived myſelf with- 

vain expectations, but that my patron and: 
© benefactor is diſpoſed' to give me my ac- 

L cultomed ſhare'in his valyed.” friendſhip 
£ and heart n 


Stevens, returned the baronet, taking 
| him by the hand, you ought to know 


my diſpoſition ; my affection for you was 


8 5 undiminiſhed, even at the moment 1 
£ ſhunned 


*-. 
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«ſhunned 1 you moſt. Be aſſured I could as 
ſoon ceaſe to exiſt, as diſeſteem you, and 
C that 1 have my every wiſh accompliſhed, 
ein being enabled to confirmmylate attach- 


*P&nL, by a deen alliance, and e. 
-;* 40g your worthy parent for my ſecond 16 


N25 « ther.. Do flatter me, Lam now dif poſed to 


* take large draughts, Tell me I am nat diſ- 


© agreeable to your amiable ſiſter ; that ſhe 
S -* conſents to unite her fate with mine, and 


4 dh it ſhall not be long before our happy 
union ſhall be com leated. When ſhall 
J. be introduced to h r? Is ſhe not to be 
tf informed of all your Procecedings | ? Will 
oe 1 your AO. viſit us, and confer her 


CONN my — and my friend 561 
38 have now. an opportunity,” ſaid Mr. Ste- 
vens, of taking a moſt pleaſing, revenge 
© upon you, for the raillery you once played 
olf upon me, and of laughing at the ena- 
38% ure baronet in turn; but I will ſpare 


: "Is Av "OT vou "wy no ur. ek 


+3 
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A yourſelf. from a place here n N 
r Sn NEA 


* Flaps . 


arrived than, My ſon, ' ſaid the delighted 
- -ady Brightley, this is, indeed, a happy 
day! I approve miſs Stevens as much as 
„you can admire her, and ſhall, with un- 
feigned pleaſure, receive and bleſs my 
long: elected, worthy daughter. May years 
of uninterrupted felicity await you, nor 
the miſerable fate of an early ſeparation 
Lattend you P „O my mother,” ſaid fir 
William, had you not been propitious to 
4 my choice, I muſt ſtill; have been wretch- 
ed! for it is your conſent alone ean ſtamp 
© happineſs on a deſign of this nature. You 
-« will, I hope, love your daughter, from 
the united incitements of her great merit, 
© as a woman, and tenderneſs, faith, and 


Halt chamber, where they were no ſooner * 


affection, as a wife. How my aunt will 


be brought to approve our intentions, I 

Know not; but 'I ſuppoſe it will not be 
S neceſſary to conſult her.“ Tou ſhall, 
$3" | « my 


"x94 : Een SA r | 
my dear, returned lady Brightley, pay 
her the compliment to invite her and her- 
huſband to your wedding; if ſhe declines 
the invitation, you have no want of duty 
or reſpect to accuſe yourſelf with. She 
dis your father's ſiſter, a conſideration 
hich ought ſo far to cancel the remem- 
A brance of the weak ſide of her character, 
« as to prevent your ſullying yours, 9 5 
be * 1950 Fares: ban gtzt + 


| Miſs Forteſene F ched at his 9 
fene; not from envy, as that was a paſ- 
tion her gentle boſom was unacquainted 
with, but from the painful reflection of 
the different compoſition of her father's 
heart, to this * 1 * 


Sir Willam haſtily diſpatched his break- 
faſt, and, ſtealing from the company, flew 
to; Mr. Finch's. My good. friend,” ſaid 
he, I have many things to thank you 
for; I have had a myſtery unravelled to 
me this morning, in the compoſing of 


I 4 which, 1 eee, you was a n. 
* pal 
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* pal agent. I have declared my love, my 
© mother her approbation, and, I am en- 
* couraged to hope, miſs Stevens will not 
'c withold her confirming voice, as, on that 


| « alone, our whole felicity is dependant. 
* Pris fir, OT es 4 


O dear fir,” returned Mr. Finch, «be 
© not impatient, J dare believe ſhe will not 
take flight; you were certainly deſigned 
by nature for each other; for, I do aſſure 
< you, ſhe is of a moſt valuable diſpoſition, 
Tell me, young gentleman, are you wil- 
ling to reward the noble part F have ſuf- 
* tained in this drama, by permitting me 
the honour of conferring the child of my 
much eſteemed: friend upon you? 1 
know no one; replied ſir William, from 
* whoſe hands I would more gladly receive 
her; and wiſh you could perform the 
ſame grateful: office for my friend, "oy 
make him happy with mils Se 


$ You are a graceleſs 3 = — 
Mr. Finch, wauld you deſtroy your aunt 
| > a 
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at once? T hink vou that your marriage 
_ < wich. the Regller's ſiſter, will got wound 
Ther deep enough; She would never, 1 
am certain, ſurvive, the complicated 
Shen. I haye,“ ſaid fir William, -* this 


© day two months, to chat grand |apniyer- 
< ſary of my birth, which will intitle me to 
che management of my fortune, and my 
+ neighbours: to a zeyelling bout. I I can 
_ £ prevail upon miſs Stevens, to beſtow her 
*:hand upon me at that period, the: glad- 
4066 af my amn heart, ſhall be commupi- 
-* cated to thouſands.“ Never doubt it, 
_* fir? faid Mr. Finch, you have ſo many 


F aqxyocates to plead yaur cauſe; that ſuc- 


dels muſt be yours.? I hope you will 
E not exclude my hay Charles and Mrs. Ste- 
$:vens, from a partieipation of the general 


joy? and to my certain knowledge, my 


brother Finch would gladly make one at 
ſuch a feſtival.“ There ſhall not ane 
of them be neglected, returned the ba- 


$7: * * 
F 1 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Finch and miſs Stevens, making 
their appearance, gave à turn to the con- 
verſation: The baronet became ſilent, Mr. 
Finch laughed aloud, the ladies were ſur- 
priſed, and — e «ang 
on EE” 5 
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teman, the 
bent 1 


2 1 Fro, 5 1 4 


2 8 
3 


* * «Why truly? faid that 
&baronet has been conſulting about fix- 
ing his wedding day, and appointing 
the” particular regulation of it. Mrs. 
stevens, our Charles, and my gouty 
brother, are to be invited; yet no ſoon- 
er did the blooming bride elect, ap- 
© pear, than fitence ſealed the lips of 2 
| <Toquacious companion:? Mrs: Finch h 
too much good nature and delicacy, "to 
enjoy the confufion of the lovely pair. 1 
really am angry -with you, Mr. Finch, 
ſaid the, „for your abrupt, il. timed Kl. 
< Tety. But defeat his purpoſe, fir Wil- 
* liam, diſagpoint him, 4 once, of a plea- 
ſure he does not deſerve, at my requeſt, 
be by diſregarding what he ſays ; nor do you 
Y my. F ay. be in the leaſt diſconcerted.” 
2 _— 
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In order to relieve the lovers, this lady 
Lang the bell for the tea-kettle, and hur- 
ried the breakfaſt. Miſs Stevens's heart 
underwent a moſt uncommon agitation; 
from ſurpriſe and uncertainty, ſhe longed 
for, yet dreaded, an explanation of Mr. 
Finch's behaviour; nor did the baronet 
enjoy muck more. compoſure. Mr. Finch, 
in obedience to his lady's requeſting eyes, 
withdrew, an. example ſhe ſoon followed 
| herſelf, and left the baronet at Wera 


W her huſband's eee 21 


Mig 8 * an effort to coting,” 
but was gently oppoſed by ſir William. 
Pardon me, madam.” faid he, the dis 
£ order I have occaſioned you, by the honeſt 
« bluntneſs of our common friend. You 
'© had, indeed, been long the ſubject of 
our. converſation. 1. have my mother's 
Tepnſent to ſolicit yaur hand and heart, 

« will, nat miss Stevens make her friends 
0 happy, by the acceptance of one, who is 
*< fayoured with, apd en by, their 
4 \ gracral Wegen? . 


— — 
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I, fir; have no will ef my own, re- 
plied miſs Stevens. Tou muſt, you 
muſt,' interrupted the baronet, con- 
© deſcend to be more than paſſive in an 
< affair of ſo nice and delicate a nature. 
Four compliance with my humble ſolici- 
© tations, mult be voluntary, flowing from 
< ſome happy | ſympathy you feel. You 
© muſt pronounce my felicity with your 
* own lovely lips; the voice of another 
vill not ſatisfy; There is no impropriety 
in granting this requeſt, for if miſs Ste- 
vens can receive me for her companion 
and friend, and confirm that reception 
by the moſt ſolemn of engagements, in 
the preſence of a full congregation, ſurely 
he may reconcile a whiſper in my fa- 
© your alone, and unobſerved, as we are 

* at preſent, with her ſtricteſt notions. of 
* decorum,” I fir, am ſenſible, of your 
merit, returned miſs Stevens, and ap- 
prove it with my whole heart.“ * Say 
then, my beloved girl,“ replied the baro< 
net, you conſent, to my happineſs; and 
that the day, on which I ſhall attain the 
* age of maturity, ſhall give me a claim to 
plight, 1 


v5 .Excn Sox uy” 
©ybur'beſt affections,” Ah, fir, ſhid the 
_  IovValy ad, de not attempt to preeipi- 

tate mei- dis the period you mention ann 
Carly une ?? Noz no; madam; it is ar 
the diſtanee of two complete months, 
«* before which” time, you' thatt have the 
© pleaſure of your good mother's company, 
to ſtrengthen and ſupport your reſolu- 
tion; ſuffer me then to look forward to 
that period, as à happy oe indeed.“ 
he obligations you have conferred upon 
em dear brother, had long: before I be- 
held you, fir“ ſaid miſs Stevens, en- 
©ouged my higheſt gratitude and elteem ; 
onder not ten at the eaſy conqueſt you 
© have galned; the generous friendfhip, 
the benignity and benevolenee with which 
your Heart is replete, diſpel my frars, 
and plead yb¹, cuuſe wirh Irrefiſtibie 
e ppg W 


The — e lever! 4 
Hors with his miſtreſs, and. then returned 
to the hall, and imparted his ſucceſs,” to 
His Affembled friends, Who congratulated 
bim en — liappineſs. Lady 

Brightley 


1H IH Hvtfovt; Tyr 


Brightley was well pleaſed at the choſen | — 
day, and adviſed Mr. Stevens to apply 8 
miſs Sttelburne⸗ farfier, for his conſent, tg 
wed his daughter « at the ſdthe' "happy? june, 
ture. A 


. 6 
® 5 8 = 4 ” , > 
Fi : 


wat 1. u in ad ſituation, 
Mrs. Staughter's evil genius prompted her 
once there to attempt the deſtrüction of 
Mr. Stevefis's hopes, öf marryitig Her 
niece. The voice ef fame Had conveyed 
to her infidel eats; the Tmcredible news of 
Mr. Stevens's change of fortune, which 
report ſie Was HIVE to dllbellebe. She 
valtied kerfelf upon het preciſton, and was 
heard to 'deckire, that if lady Brightley 
choſe to exult à beggar, from . a" groſs im- 
pofition of à grandfather's noble proviffbn 
for her, who himſelf was never worth a 
groat, ſhe would take care to'prevent Mr. 
Slxughter's family being deb in. This 
eto; did tot, however, fedch The 


knowledge of lach) Ptiptitiey and Her 
friends, for ſome time. Mr. Stevens ad- 


dreſſed the father of his beloved, in the 
foltowing terms. 


<S1R, 


— 
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33 Fg unfavourable 
light in which I was once repre- 


L ſented to you, 1 hope I may, without 


S offence, apply to you at this time (the 


_ © death of my grandfather having intitled me 


© to three thouſand pounds per annum) for 
© your conſent to pay my addreſſes to your 
© amiable daughter. In return for which 


| « favour, I will ſettle upon her, one third 


< of my fortune, without requiring a ſhil- 
ling at your hands, either now, or here- 
after, but as I may merit your favour. 
My attorney ſhall wait upon you with 
my rent-roll, if you require it, as I would 
not leave a ſhadow of doubt in your 
mind, concerning the reality of what I 

© profeſs: Lady Brightley does me the 
© honor to encloſe this in a letter of her 
« own. May you, fir, prove as propitious 
to my wiſhes, as the contents of her lady- 
£ſhip's letter is favourable to me. 


1am, fir, Kc. 


Lady 


THEIR: Honour: FP me | 


2 998 * 


Lady eghty's ae ts, 


LS 1 | 
\ROM a a Ne of nn Ii inte 
1 reſt myſelf ſo far in the happineſs of 
| 2 young gentleman who now applies to 
you for permiſſion to addreſs miſs Shel- 
« burne, that I take the liberty of accom- 

* panying his letter with a recommendatory 
© one from me. He has, for ſome'years, 
been the companion of my ſon, in which 
capacity he approved himſelf worthy of 
the higheſt approbation. His family is 
© genteel, his education has been liberal, 
© and his fortune is now very conſiderable. 
By the ſeverity of his grandfather, he was 
once reduced to narrow Circumſtances, in 
* which condition, his greatneſs of mind, 
and integrity, ſhone with continued luſtre; 
My ſon, and his ſiſter, are to be united 
on the ſeventeenth day of September next. 
If my example can have any weight, my 
© opinion, the ſmalleſt; confideration, or 
* my importunity W e your 
Vol. II. Vino K N n,. 
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+ © worthy daughter upon honeſt Stevens. 
Their Qifpoſirions-are calculated; for hap- 
pineſs in union with each other; but if 
denied that felicity, you may, Perhaps, 
| - +hertafier: lament your inattention to my 
advice, and your — of confirmed 
yon RET ne” 6, 363 
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The 8 of Mr, Stevens was Mice 
with many forboding unfavourable pangs, 


and when the poſt arrived with a letter 
for lady Brightley, he was ſcized with an 


| univerſal en On her ladyſhip's open- 


ſgnilheg en 25. 
r 
— 0 ira 

eee. 
Believe you are ee AM 


but if you will give yourſelf the trou- 
« ble to read the encloſed, you will find 
vourſelf à miſtaken, woman. The fel- 
low you would retommend to me, muſt 
ebe maſter of a deep deſigning wicked 


{ heart, as well as an extenſive invention; 
| © or 


- 
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© or he could never have trumped up ſuch | 


« a vile and impudent falſchoad. = A dileely 
* ſtory, indeed, that a man poſiefiedyot 
three thouſand pounds a q car, would ex- 
* poſe an innocent grand - child. to the nes 
« ceſlity of ſitting under a hedge, to heg 
* charity of every paſſenger: 1, wiſh, py 
girl had never gone into the cœuntty I 
love her, and therefore do'nt care to 
© ſet her a whining, but I muſt ſay, that 
* the ſooner ſhe; can wean ber affection . ſo 
fat, from a little dirty village, as to be 


* willing to return to her father's, the 
« ſooner will ſhe reſtore him that ſatisfacs 
tion of heart, ſhe has ſo long deprived . 


* him of, by her obſtinacy and illneſs. I 
£ wiſh ſhe would learn to be dutiful to her 


relations, before the thinks of mins 


va wife. 
4 ©] am, madam, ke. 


Before lady Brightley an permit 5 


audience to comment upon this boariſh 


* iſtle, the read the taco 


* K 2 | © Dear 1 


| - 
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| ls hes * 1 to ok W of 
1 a ſiſter and friend, to omit putting 
13 ber upon your guard, againſt a vile im- 
il © poſition which is now contriving, to catch 
_ ©ybur conſent for a beggar's becoming 
| © your ſon-in-law. Lady Brightley, I un- 
© derftand, is determined to eſpouſe his 
cauſe. © Poor woman, the is turned with 
* every blaſt by her unworthy ſon ; he has 
© alfeatly Aown- in my face, notwithſtanding 
bs the days and nights I have watched over 
him, with a more than ' maternal care. 
N uſtice obliges me to give him up. This 
' villain, Stevens, has ſo wrought upon 
rim, that he is ripe for every deceitful 
Sundertaking he pleaſes to propoſe. Your 
* daughter has long been the deſtined prey 
of chis unworthy, low- born being, and, 
- ©] am ſorry to add, has met with but too 
much encouragement from her. My ne- 
- phew has, likewiſe, - had a fight of his 
« ſiſter, an artful young huſſy, and has 
C taken it into his wiſe head to like her ſo 
1 — 5 — F : "44+, well, 


$ -— 


11218 Homoun? 197 | 


C « well, that no leſs will ſatisfy him, but 
* making lady Brightley- of her. No.] mS̃ 
poor ealy ſiſter, allured by the flattering 
© report theſe boy's have concerted: to 
« ſpread, merely to anſwer their private 
* purpoſe, has given her conſent, (I bave 
$ ſcarce patience to write it) but ſhe has 
actually given her conſent; to accept this 
/ ' 1nveigling, & mean creatire, for her daugh- 
ter · in- aw. As my name is no longer 
Brightley, I can better brook. this, prepoſ- 
* terous match, than Lucy's with the inſo- 
0p fellow. I ſhall diſpoſe my fortune, 

you may be certain, in my niece's fa- 
« your, if ſhe does not obſtrut my good 
intentions, by throwing herſelf away upon 
© a vagabond, I hope you will not dif- 


© regard this ſeaſonable caution, from your, 
© &c, 


© Ann SLAUGHTER.? 


. Diſappointment and diſmay fat upon the 
| brow of the unhappy Mr. Stevens, but 
lady Brightley treated Mr, Shelburne's let- 
ter as a light concern. It.muſt he your 
X immediate buſineſs,” faid ſhe, to con- 

K 3 _ + vince 


—— — 
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198 | Dives Stix IW 
© vince him of the reality of your fortune, 
for which purpoſe I will ſend him a letter 


of invitation to . of 80 . 
ſhe wrote as follbws. 9] 


: * 
lng ern n en a9} 9 


Wee be e age 
WAVE every ungenteel FR of your 
lexter, ind WAP enly take notice of its 
e contents. Tou iaveigh, 
© with great Mrulence, againſt a young 
anten "the pen of prejudice alene 
* has repreſeficed to you, in an vnfavour- 
Fable light; give me leave, then, once 
more to aſſute you, that he is not the 
vereatüre 2 felation of mine would induce 
©yor to believe: Why then will you ſuffer 

*yourſekf to be the dupe of à woman's 


* malice? Nay, more; to become the tool 


of her reſentment, and ſacrifice the hap- 
* pines and advantzge of your beloved 
child, to malicious tales, and groundleſs 
„ fables? The diſtance from London to 
© Brighitley is not ſo great,” but a journey 


_ < hiker,” you wilt find; on reflection, an 


bie Gt taking; to ein bute deere 
01 e274 * My 


2 4 f: . - 1 A 
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My houſe ſhall. be at. your fervice, eom- 
mand my. chariot to conduct you hither, 
bring an able council with, you to examine 
* Stevens's title to the fortune he men- 
tions, and if K have (deceived you, your 
« daughter ſhall return home with you if 
you ſhould find it otherwiſe, you will cer- 
tainly act like 2 reaſonable creature, and 
conſent to your daughter's becoming the 
eur e worthy man 
Galt baus 118 N e dars 
ö er 14. (i ww | 
Mi Shelburne ald ſhe ne 
Abe. if that letter had not the dated 
effect, but profeſſed herſelf much congerne 
ed at the trouble ſhe had brought upon hat 
ladyſnip. Mention it not, my good 
girl.“ returned this worthy woman, 1 
hall receive ample compenſation; if 1 am 
but ſo happy as to accompliſh your union. 
It is a common act of jultice to detect the 
+. baſe deſigus of the wicked, and vinidicate 
* the innocent. Mr. Ste vens has incurred 
* this fiery; perſecution; merely on my unis 
Sa my account; therefore he has a right 
0 K 4 | to 


aer interſ ne, he 2 where · 


A 
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© to command our beſt ſervices.” We will 


Ei is patiently wait the reſult of this laſt appli- 


cation, but I forbid,* continued her lady- 


ſhip, ſmiling, and looking on Mr. Ste- 
vens, © 1 clouded n and OE of 


* nails.” | fi 
5 +**h 


$41 [Thoibanwer and miſs Stevens, enjoyed 


| halcyon days, they had neither ſtorm nor 


tempeſt to contend with, but an uninter- 


_. Fupted ſunſhine ſpread itſelf around them: 


Lady: Brightley had all her jewels new ſet 
for a preſent to the bride, and made an 


_ excurſion, accompanied by her fon and Mr. 


Stevens, on horſeback," with miſs Shel- 


Durne and miſs Forteſcue in her coach, to 


conduct the old lady, her intended. daugh- 


ter's mother, to Brightley. She had not 
yet quitted her peaceful cottage, which 
they found conformable to Mr. Slaughter's 


deſcription, rural, romantic, and beauti- 
ful. Its ſituation was on the declivity of a 
hill, the brow and deſcent of which was 
adorned with various flowery ſhrubs, 


of 
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of perfumed the ambient air. At the bot- - 
tom of this parnaſſus was a grove, where 
the loves and graces might have delighted 
to wanton. A little rivulet, ſweeping with 
a ſerpentine gracefulneſs, contributed not 
a little to heighten the beauty, and refreſh, 
by its frequent overflowing, the ſurround- 
ing verdant meads. Six lambkins gam- 
bolled on. the lawn, and cropped the graſs 


and frolicked at their will. At a ſmall - ” 


diſtance was a rookery; the ſolemn ſtill . 
neſs, the lofty pines, and melancholy caw 
of their black inhabitants, pleaſed miſs For- 
teſcue extremely, and, for the firſt time, 
extorted from her expreſſions of approba- 
ion. That I may not diſguſt the polite - 
reader, I will not dwell longer on this de- 
ſcription, only beg leave to mention, to 
prevent my incurring the imputation of a 
fabuliſt, that the hill, the lawn, the rook- 
ery, and rivulet, were all in miniature, and 
did not contain many roods of land. - 


Mrs. Stevens, though quite ava 
for this viſit, was the picture of nearneſs. 


_ 


12 K5 ñ Aſſiſted 
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Aſfiſted by one of her maids; ſhe was dif- 


polig of a collection of fine flowers, in a 


0 brace of China cornu- copia's, the roſes 
dropped from her hands, at the ſight of 
Hef beloved child, and the tear of joy be« 


dued her venerable cheek. Alas,“ ſaid 
ſhe, I was ſo faithleſs as to deſpair of 


© ever again beholding the face of my 
Frank, but bleſſings have been even 
' © thultiplicd open my bead, in theſe my 


« declining days, and the reſtoration of iy 
ud "wn" is one of the moſt cn 4 

Mr. Stevens "Aer eſinitt bis mother 
to lady Brightley : Pardon me, madam,” 


faid Mrs. Stevens, for yielding-16-the tran- 


ports of nature, unmindful of your pre. 
d ©ſence, and the gratitude and reſpect 1 


F HINA.” „ 


* owe you. To you, I am indebted for 
the pleaſure that now warms my heart, 


fer had you not ſheltered and cheriſhed 


« that plant of my affection, the killing 
froſt of poverty had, e're A, * 


1 


« If. 


TER HVMort AQ3. 
te anſwered. lady Brightlex, “ there 
* was any merit in affording an aſſylum to 
+ Marchy yourh, qualified by nature afl 
« edycatigg to ſhine in a differen. ſphere, to 
my ſan, madam, nat to ige, mull, it be 
Limpnred my caution was ſuperior. to 
* generoſity, and prompted mg; to cndea- 
* your. to perſyade ſit William 19 re 
+ nounce./ his attachment to ,2. ſtranger, = 
merely for his being ſuch. | He will now - 
© be repaid ten fold for bis kindneſs to 
* the brother, by haying the ſiſter heſtow- - 
eld upon him, for a e ce 5 
nne 1 C 4M. kane 


7 F Glut e, mils Mot fad Mr. 5 
Steyeps, .* it 1 bring my dear n mother Ac 
„ted with y bencfacdor, previous to 
Y introduction of you. Io him 1 ge 

« the. praſpericy.. of wy days, to. hin ghe 


* ypſpeakable: {aigfattion | of covers 


* WILD vou, and to his mother (af 1 d0 ob- 
tain that ineſtimahle bleſſing,” continued 
he lighing) *the.coofirmatiga of mycarthly = 
5 ee a your RE ih be yielded, 998 
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2 to mine, but her intreaty: This, my 
AI venerable parent,” ſaid the grateful Ste- 
| | vens, © is that noble youth who raiſed me 
from the utmoſt deſpondency and wretch- 
d ednet, to be the friend of his heart, and 
companion of his days; by his bounty 
© have I been able to baniſh diſtreſs from 
your little habitation, and preſerve your 
heart from ſinking under the b g 
: - OF want and __ I 

The old lady gazed 5 
gliſtening eyes, and faid; © You are; you will 
de my ſon! My prayers and blefling will 

I conſequeatly be your due, and I have no- 

thing left to offer. Your reward is yet in 
= — * ſtore, and an abundant happineſs will a- 
e ait you, for protecting the fatherleſs, and 
0 cauſing the heart of the widow to ſing 
. © with joy.“ Then looking wiſtfully on the 
etwo young ladies, © Frank,” ſaid ſhe, which 
is my daughter elect? (miſs Shelburne 
- bluſhing; ſhecontinued) I read it, madam, 
in your countenance; may my ſon never 
* forfeit, by any unworthy. action, the 
SL - 9 0” good 
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good opinion you favour him with, but 
:« well conſider the duties of tenderneſs and 

4 a eee his character. 


* This, faid Me: Stevens, kbar miſs For- 


teſcue's hand, is a little friend we greatx 


© eſteem, Fanny could not be of the party, 
-< becauſe a place in the coach was reſerved 
for you.“ For me, child,“ repeated 
Mrs. Stevens, what do you mean? Why 
madam, returned lady Brightley, ſure- 
ly you did not imagine, that your pre- 
ſence would not be ſolicited on the ap- 
« proaching happy occaſion? We muſt 
have no poſſible wiſh that day ungrati- 
© fied, and I leave you to judge, if that 
© could be the caſe, if you was ah OP us 
8 the ae, af er , 


8 1. 1 aid "IO Arn how 
* far advanced in years, and labour under 
many inſuperable infirmities. I am inca - 


pable of raiſing the joy of my friends, 


and ſhould, but too probably, oceaſion 


San allay of it. I believe 1 muſt be eu- 
Ach ce, 


0 ens * 1 
4.cuſed* + We: wilt adwit gf no kxeuſe, 
Kid lady Briglitley. r | 

uus, our hearts are ſet upon it.“ 5 


The good old lady made noi further oppo- 

tian to the will of her friends, hut ſuffered 
huoerſelf to be conveyed to Brighuley, to the 
_ n 1 Mr. 
deny un n i ee 00 * 
31 - Lady Bight 8 8 
and pexſſed him ſo earneſtly to conſent to 
i Carline continuance wich her, till 
after het ſon's wedding, that be could not, 
without being guilty of an extreme breach 
00 god agen, 7 Fee to it. a 


/ 


Teng Mr: Finch had many teaſqns for 
remaining in his ſervile capacity, with the 
counſchlor; he was unwilling to cauſe any 
fuſpicion, by too carly withdrawing him- 
ſelf, and apprehended miſs Forteſcue would | 
ſand in need of his further aſſiſtance. He 
| overheard/a converſation, full of evil, be- 
Tween the counſellor and Mos, /Swinton,. 

: and 
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and trembled for the conſequence. When; 


therefore, he received a letter af invitation 


to attend the baronet' nuptials, he deter- 
mined to delay his quitting town, until to 
days before the folemmization of them; 
and, if his maſter would permit him con- 
tinue amongſt his friends for a fortriight. 
Mrs. Rebecca preferred this petition, and 
was ſucceſsful. Poor miſs Caroline was 


violence her lover did his inclination, in 
compelling himſelf to act the friend; and 
facrificing the pleaſure of her company, to 


the more important buſineſs of pre ſerving 


her from ablolute miſery and deſtragion. 


Mr. Shelburne; was 3 in dens 
ner lady Brightley wiſhed, by her inſinua- 


tion of his being the tool of à woman 


reſentment. Three thouſand a year, Was 
a fortune adequate to the utmoſt of kis am- 
bition, and £90 much to be triſſed with 
he, therefore, judged it incumbent upon 
hy to ſearch into 0 fact, and diſcover 


which 
F 


— 


concerned at his delay, aud: thought bis 
chariot long in coming; little ſuſpecting tile 


— 
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which was, in reality, ee which 
the malicious. party. Purſuant to this in- 
| | rention, he conſulted a man of eminence, 
| who, for a handſome fee, | conſented to ac · 
company him into Gloceſterſhire, and ex- 
amine the rent-roll and title of Mr. Ste- 
vens's eſtate. Previous to this ſtep, a ſhil- 
2 ling was paid at the Commons, to intitle 
the learned pleader to peruſe the old gentle- 
man's will; which corroborating all that 
lack Brightley and the young man had ad- 
vanced, Mr. Shelburne began to wiſh he 
had not played the fool indeed, and be- 
ſtowed many hearty curſes upon the med- 
dlling, troubleſome, captious Mrs. Slaugh- 
ter. As he could not be ſpared from his 
buſineſs (Mr. Peat being not returned from 
Cornwal) longer than a week, he acquaint- 
ed lady Brightley I en ing in the 


pug manner : 


+ "LI 


RESUMING upon the ad of 
your diſpoſition, I do hope you will 
* pardon me ou late infidelity and * 


6 neſs, 


3 


* 


* ” : 
N % 
* 
— 


N Wr Fog 


+ nes I begin to-apprehend I have been 

groſsly impoſed upon, I need not men- 
tion by whom, but every miſtake ſhalt 
abe rectified. The gentleman cannot 
blame a father for being anxious abou;t 
the diſpoſition of his only child; if he 
loves, and knows her worth, he will ex- 
« cuſe all that is paſt. I will come down, 
+ and briog a friend with me, on the fif- 
© teenth of September, and, if I find every 
thing as it ſhould be, he ſhall have my 
„ from my own hand, and my bleſſing 
into the bargain. But I ſhall not bear the 
© fight of that bad woman, who has, hithers 
to, 'thrown duſt into my eyes, and made 
* me blind to my child's advantage and 
© happineſs; faithleſs, with reſpect to the 
young gentleman's merit, and deaf to 
the ſenſible derne ny pe _ "_ owe 
9 * ſualions, of your ladyſhip. nnen 
ms . [ em, oe love to » Lucy, den 


The Rice figs: were now moſt e | 
ably changed, and Mr, Stevens enabled to 


took forward wich joyful hope, as well as 


1 Bu SEN 10: - 


his friend Miſs-Shelburne ſtarted: many 7 
_ objections, no the doubts, -with- reſpect 
to her father, were romoyed, concerning 
che unprepared; ſtate fhtiſhouldbbe in for ſo 
early a day. Her facher requiring oecular de- 
monſtratinn, before he gave a poſitivo ſanc- 
tied, would render it, ſne ſaid, utterly impoſ- 
ble for her to provide the ſmalleſt article: 
Lady Brighiley declared it as ber opinion; 
that thb article of cloaths was ef tod light 
eonſidenttine;to-be attendod to, and chat he 
might; with equal propriety, be accommo- 
dated. after the ceremony, as before. The 
elder M. Finch agcepied her lady hip's in- 
uvitasios witk pleaſere, das he ſaid. it would 
de gaieing : ſame bobs from the gout 1 for 
he: douhted not but the ſatisfaction ho 
ſhould enjoy on ſech a happy occaſion, 
would be ſuperior to his pain. He was 
conducted to the village by his brother, a 
_ whole month. preceding, this great event; 
and, notwithſtanding all his infirmities, 
contributed greatly to enhance the good- 
buwour and mieih of bis friends. It is,“ 
lad be, looking fu upon che young: la- 


1a I dies, 
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Hes, then upon his: brother, a very lucy 
< circumſtance, that I did not viſit you be- 
« fore theſe girls had diſpoſed of their 
hearts; for F ſhould have been very apt 
© to have play d lord Chalkſtone, by gal- 
« lanting them a little, the conſequence of 
© which would have been bloodſhed and 
* confuſion amongſt my rivals.” There 
© is ſtill. one heart unengaged, replied the 
old officer, but you, looking at bis bro. 
ther, © ought not to be welt received hy its - 
< polſeſlor, for oppoſing her becoming your 
© neighbour, at a certain ſeaſon. An in- 
voluntary ſigk eſcaped miſs Forteſcue 'at 
this inflant; and a tender emotion informed 
_ that en eee A 
Mr. Shelburne, — Wen - 
Brightley, when he was very gen teely receive 
ed by the whole company. His friend ſoon 
aſſured him Mr. Stevens was no impoſtor, 
and drew the inſtrument, by which miſs 
Lucy was intitled to the jointure Mr. Ste- 
vens had offered. The old man was then 
ern and proud of his fon, as ever he 
hac 


* 2 r 
- 
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hadd been violent againſt him; and could 
not be prevailed on ſo far to ſubdue his re- 
fſentment, as to make Mrs. Slaughter a vi- 
ſit, but declared, if ſhe was at the wed- 
ding, he ſhould not enjoy the leaſt ſatisfac- 


tion. On the morrow of Mr. Shelburne's 


arrival, an invitation was ſent to the curate 


and his lady, to attend the nuptial cere- 


mony (the former, indeed, was to perform 
it) Mrs, Slaughter returned a very rough 


meſſage, ſignifying, that ſhe would not act 


ſo inconſiſtently with the dignity of her 


character, as to mix with company ſhe de- 
ſpiſed. No one perſon was mortified at 


her ungenteel declaration, nor regretted 
her abſence. Amongſt this general aſſem- 


bly of glad countenances, and glad hearts, 


was poor miſs Forteſcue a ſolitary Eve, 


hardly able to ſuſtain the difficult taſk, of 


appearing, in the midſt of ſorrow, gay. The 
"ft evening approached, without the captain's 


making his appearance. Various were her 


. perturbations, - falſe alarms, and pleaſing 


expectations. Each trampling horſe, or 


2 kinging at the gate, occaſioned her gentle 


heart 


a> 


6 
* 
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Heart tojfutter. Robbers, accidents terrible, 
and bugbears innumerable, baunted ber 
diſturbed imagination. Her lips were ſealed 
by dire apprehenſion, her eats undelight- 7 
ed with the converſation of her friends. 
In this difagreeable ſituation ſhe.continued 
for three long hours, when the arrival of 
the blooming hero diſpelled her every fear. 
The change in her behaviour was too vi- 
ſible to paſs unobſerved, vivacity informed 
her features, and the late fair, lifeleſs ſtatue, 
ne in en ftrainss. pitecr 


The next morning was uſhered 1n W 
tht utmoſt demonſtrations of joy. The bellt 
(for there were a couple) were tinkled for 
many ſucceſſive hours; the lads and laſſes 
purſued their rural ſports upon the village 
green; open houſe was kept at the hall; joy 
and plenty ſeemed to have commenced their 
reign. The firſt ceremony performed by the 
reverend Mr. Slaughter, united the happy 
. baronet and amiable miſs Stevens, in one- 
common lot, an office that procured him a 
moſt gentee] WR Mr. Finch beſtowed | 

this 


© Fenn Sr IN 
this valuable _ upon his young friendz 
ho received it wich all due gratitude and 
Sraceful humility. This knot was no ſooner 
tied, than Mr. Stevens, and the lovely 
miſs Shelburne, ' advanced, to follow fo 
good an example. The literal: father with 
pleaſure beheld (and was aiding and aſſiſt- 
ing in) a diſpoſition of his child, which 
ſome months before had been conſidered 
by him as unworthy of her, and moſt con- 
xemptible; ſo much had three thouſand a 
year awakened him... The day was conclu- 
ded with every demonſtration of mirth, 
and without one of thoſe accidents ſo inci- 
. Went to a rejoicing multitude, 
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 APTAIN Finch Wed now 
to breathe a new air, indeed 3 
the abſence he had endured 
having infinitely endeared his 
beloved Caroline. He reflected upon the 
ſervice he had done her, as the nobleſt ac- 
tion of his life, and promiſed himſelf” ſtill 
to perfevere with his former genetoſitye 
Nothing but the laſt extremity,” ſaid he, 
* ſhall extort the fecret from me, that it is 
I to hom this lovely maid is indebted for 
ger preſent eaſe ànd tranquility... I would 
recommend myſelf to her affection on 
friendſhip s balis, gratitude is too com- 
pulſive an attraction "for an ingenuous 
2 mind e ſometimes, de wiltaken, 
3 F by 
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* by the inexperienced and undiſtinguiſh- 
og fot love itself, it being a paſſion, in 
ſome ſort, congenial. It is a ſofter inck. 
« nation with which I would wiſh to inſpire 
the gentle breaſt of miſs Forteſcue; it is 
© eſteem, friendſhip, tenderneſs and affec- 
tion, ſtrongly and intimately blended, 
chat conſtitute true love. A. great ſoul 
may be thankful to the author of its ſatiſ- 
faction, the enlarger of its fortune, or 
preſerver or reſtorer of its liberty, though 
unable to unite that tender principle re- 
< quilite to love, 0 which is, i nos its 
5 de, bowel! | ed 


"The, Fourteen. 2 ed, for. Mr. 
Einch's abſence. from his maſter, too ſoon 
elapſed, bleſſed, as he was, with the com- 
pany and approbation « of his Caroline. Dis- 
ſimulation is a practice unknown to native 
ſimplicity, and diſguiſes alone are neceſſary 
to cover guilt. Miſs Forteſcue's innocence 
contemned their aid, what /be thought. in ber 
heart, might be read in her eyes, and her acti- 
ons, ſpontancouſly, flowed from the dickates 


Wh 
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of honeſt nature; conſequently, her fagour- 
able conſideration of Mr. Fineh could not 
be long a ſecret, tho” unconfeſſed by her lips. 
The ſpeaking ſilence her eyes poſſeſſed ne- 
vealed it all. The captain's retutn, and 
retention of his maſter's and favourite 
houſekeeper's good liking, were of too 
much conſequence to be diſregarded by 
him. He departed, therefore, from Bright- 
ley, ſupported only by the reſlections of 
well · doing, and well · meriting. He knew 
bis Caroline muſt ſoon follow him, but did 
not conſider, chat he, alone, ſhould derive 
felicity from that event, as ſhe imagined ſhe 
had parted with him for a dong, long ſea - 
ſon, on his quitting Brightley. He found. 
on his reſuming his humble ſtation, hat 
miſchief was gathering thick z every lool 
was threatening, every word ambiguous: 
He was too much alarmed, not to think it 
neceſſary to put miſs Forteſcue on her 
guard, by er ee there» 

fore, dr eee b 1 e bc: 
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N to return te a eee ſituation, 
vit may not be improper to inform you, 
chat ohr inviſible friend till exiſts, and 
Ss us much devoted to your ſervice as ever; 
Great deſigns are planning, nay, I fear, 
they are cruel ones. I cannot, at this 
juncture, aſcertain the nature of them, 
* but, if you: will examine the wonted re- 
«/pofitory on your return, you ſhall find a 
more explicit account, as the miſchief 
wil chen be riper, and, perhaps, greater 
diſcoveries made. This caution I muſt, 
«© however, give you, not to be, in reality, 
* intimidated-by any threats; if they ſhould 
* ptopeſe A journey to you, comply with 
ſeeming, not heart - felt, reluctance, for, 
60 urn aſſured, you ſhall be delivered; I will 
never leave nor forſake you, until you are 
| Kms ata place of reſt and ſafety. I have 
that already in my power, that ſhall con- 
found all their devices, therefore, keep 
* up your ſpirits, and rely entirely upon 
6: H= 85 * your moſt ſincere friend. 
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T lis letter was canvaſſed by the friendly 


ſociety, and cauſed an equal degree of won- 
der, terror, and ſatisfaction. Who this in- 


viſible correſpondent. could be, vecafioned 
much ſpeculation and debate. The men- 
tion of cru deſigns: that were hatching 
againſt the young lady's peace, terrified: 
and concerned them; but the repeated aſ- 
ſurances of the continued attachment and 
beſt aſſiſtance of her unknown friend, gave 
them great conſolation. The pentlemen 
were of opinion, it was ſome lover, that 
thus intereſted himſelf in miſs Caroline's 
happineſs; but were puzzled; on that 
young lady's declaring, that ſhe never ſaw 
any more than one male viſitant at her fa- 
ther's, and he was her appointed huſband; 
and that ſhe. was not permitted to go any 
where but to church, accompanied by her 
father's houſekeeper. After various con- 


jectures, and many humorous reflections, 


they were obliged to leave the matter as 
they gs r e it to beit inex- 
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count, in his memory, of the baronet's 
wedding · day; and no ſooner was one ſuc- 
_  qeeding week expired, than he wrote a po- 


and profefiing the utmoſt ſenſe of great 
obligation for her ladyſhip's friendly care 

of her. 
oline, the teats Gowing plentifully, how 


Tour friend will aſſiſt you in every future 


* 
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Mr. Fotteſeue had kept an exact no- 


My dear madam, ' ſaid miſs Ca- 


< unable am I to ſpeak my gratitude for g 


< the extreme kindneſs and indulgence I 


< have received from you! 4 have now 


been delivered from one evil only to 


_ © plupge::mto 4 greater! O my — 


oried he, hom would your heart have 
een wounded, had you lived to fee theſe 
days!“ I hape, ſaid lady Brigheley, 
things are not ſo bad as vu apprehend. 


< exigence, and counter - wordt all their bad 
« deligns.- Lot it br your part to mean 
© well, and truſt the reſult to providence. 


8 9 it, my good girl, we ſhall 


ny meet 


— 1 Ef * 9 4. 4 
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© meet agaio, free from theſe: alargas; and 

© afflicting ſeparations, if you do ee 
| "ON men | 


W 8e 

eee by the friendly 
circle; that miſs-Fortefcue: ſhould ſeem 10 
pay a willing obedience to her-'fathes's 
commands, nor betray the ſmalleſt ſuſpir 
cion of any farther violence or perſecution, 
but appeax to rely, with perfect confidence, 
on n e | 


1 The ee 
lovely girl to Brightley, was deputet to re- 
conduct her to London. Tho horrid morn 
of cruel ſeparation arriwed, attended with 
gloom and ſadneſs; the happineſs of the ſe - 
veral principal inhabitants of the village 
Was allayed, by their concern for the fate 
of this amiable innocent. Notwithſtand- 
ing this young lady was accommodated 
with the ſame carriage, hoſes, and compa- 
nion, as in her journey 
her: FO: in appearance, was ſwift as air 

EY; in 


to Gloceſterſhire, |} 
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in compariſon of her flight Gow own | 

her apprehenſion having rendered the lat- 

ter tedious-'ts- her frighted imagination, 

| and attended with a thouſand retarding 

Fo Circumſtances. Little did ſhe imagine that, 

in leſs than four and twenty hours, .ſhe 
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Fitherss houſe; ſhe was ſeized with a kind 
of ague-fir. The found of the ſtopping 

carriage no ſooner ſaluted the captain's. 

cars, than he flew to open the door, and, 
ſpite of his reſolution, and the preparing 
intelligence of his maſter, of miſs Caro- 
line's being that day expected, his confu- 
Aion and joy were too powerful for him. 
Weak; and inſufficient, were all the brooms 
and bruſhes of Mrs. Rebecca,” moſt per- 
verſely croſſed and re-crofſed in the paſſage, 
to obſtruct his impatience to behold the ob- 
ject of his tendereſt regard; but wiſer had 
he been, had he proceeded with a ſmallex 
_ of * and a larger degree of 


4 


caution 3 
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caution; for, making a falſe ſtep, as he was 
ſurmounting, or, rather, diſengaging him- 
ſelf from, the barriers above- mentioned, 
he was thrown. with ſuch, violence againſt 
the unopened door, as to ogcaſion a vaſt ef · 
fuſion of blood. His fireaming, noſtrils 
oon rendered him a deplorable ſpectacle, 
and ſuch he preſented. himſelf to miſs and 
her companion. But as, buman ills ate 
often productive of ſome unſeen good, ſo 
it happened in the preſent caſe; for the cap- 
tein's wig; in which. cooſiſted. alli hig dit. 
guiſe, had ſlipped his unguarded head, and 
would, but for the beſmeared n ye 
w in, have inflibl betrayed him. 


166} t 
The N of miſs Canide was 
eee, ſhocked by the poor lad's dif- 
aſter, brought upon him by his diligence | 
in obligiag her, little imagining, the-com- 
paſſionate expreſſions ſhe. let drop, ſuſfici- 


ently compenſated the captain's, pangs, 


Unwarily, our young officer waſhed hig 


face in the ae of Mrs. Reed, lady 


i 
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sut, Good” Heavens, whom do: I ſce h 


| *cape%--The hero, clapping his hand moſt 


_  foline; attracted by a natural curiofity, was 


judiciouſiy upon the good woman's mouth, 
prevemed her adding more, or all his 


fehemes/ had been defeated, and his good. 
purpoſes, with reſpect to miſs Forteſcue, 
rendered abortive. Mrs. Rebecca was moſt 
fortunately buſied, at this critical moment, 
- concerns of a domeſtic nature; miſs Ca- 


| retired into @ title parlour, to ſearch for a. 


B letter of 'infprmarion, and the counſellor 


| wi from home; fo that Mr. Finch had 
| falk dime x0 fy, „ intreat, Mrs. Reed; 
you will not difcover me to any one in 


| © this family, not even to miſs Forteſcue; 

ei ig for her fervice, though without her 
© khowltdge, that I have affumed this diſs = 
* guiſe; your lady wilt thank you for pre- 
©ferving this ſecret, and I will tell you all 


| ar a convenient ſeafon.* Mrs. Reed pro- 


miſed' to act as defired, and the captain 
| made”an honourable and timely retreat, 
and regained his diſguiſe without farther. 


_ . "The provident law. 
be. REI ver 


- 


THATK HUMOUR: 225 
daughter's arrival, to avoid the expence of 
either treating, or ſeeing, lady Brightley's 
ſervants, inſomuch that the waiting gentle- 
woman muſt have returned to the inn un- 
refreſhed, had not Frank produced a ſhil- 
ling, and e treated both Rebecca 


* 
" Bat" 


[Plas wis Cee uus a: aortified 
at this circumſtance; not a farthing did the 
poſſeſs upon earth, and had a ſpirit ſupe+ 
rior to mean actions. Frank, however, 
ſupplied every. deficiency, - by accommo- 
dating bis brother lacqueys witch a cordial 
a- piece, and a reward, in miſs Forteſcucꝰs 
name; . whick ſhe was entirely unacquaint- 
ed: with. Lady Brightley, from a knows r. 
lege of the counſellor's ſordid diſpoſitien, 
had ordered Mrs. Reed net to continue at 
his houſe forthe nightthey-were to ſtay in 
town, even on the moſt preſſing invitation 
as they feared, however well he might pre- 
ſerve appearances, daring their preſence, 
analy „ ſuffer for it after tir 
1 I. LE depar- 0 
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departure. How unneceſſary this cautions. 
I ſubmit to the reader's judgment, as the 
gentleman did not venture home until 
eleven o'clock. at night, when he hoped to 
| 3 he e aw the coaſt e 
Mrs. Reed roſea many airy yy 
ties; ſhe had been genteely bred, and was. 
g woman of general veracity, yet was: the 
not proof againſt the communicative im: 
pulſes of her heart. Captain Finch had 
enjoined her (and ſhe had engaged to ob- 
ſerye) the utmoſt ſecrecy, as his plot, he 
ſaid, was not yet ripe for diſcovery. But 
as, ſhe was well aſſured, the revealing what 
: ſhe knew would neither be a diſſervice, or 
diſadvantage to him, ſhe fairly diſcharged 
the weight this truſt had impoſed upon 
her mind, to the great emolument and di- 
verſion of the Y RT" po ladies - at 
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His enterpriling * and prompt inven- 
tion, 
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tion, and would gladly lend a helping hand 
to his ſucceſs, * If,* continued he, Frank 
© ſhould: be able to accompliſh the great 

attempt of delivering: this lady from ber 
inchanted caſtle, ſhe can do no leſs. than 
reward him with her hand and heart; and. 
v if the young dog ſhould be ſo fortunate, I 
<-will ſurrender an eſtate, of fou hundted a 
a year to him (which my death wouldinfab 
© libly-inticle him to) to prevent che narrow 
<ſoul'd lawyer's reflecting upon his daugh- 
<-ter's choice, as well as ſave the young 
couple from the ſin of wiſhing my death, 
and to enable the boy to prove his gene- 
roſity, and proper contempt, of her paltry 
droſs. Thus, proceeded Mr. Fineb, ſenien 
would I. compromiſe. with, the old cur- 
mudgeon, to avert every diſagreeable con 
ſequence. Let him, beſtow his daughter 
upon Frank immediately, and. retain her 
« fortune. until he. kicks off the turf; it 
I muſt come to, our knight · errant at laſt, 
and is worth waiting for. I will, this n mo: 
2 *-ment, jnform him of my deſign. in his far 


YAO) ad he may, be. able, pr. bis ig⸗ 
Le. genuity, 


i * 


4 Een SEX ix 
„genuiry, to ſtrike an advantage out of ſuck 
<m intelligetee.” No one attempting to 
oppoſe this reſolution (too favourable to 
the young gentleman to meet with oppo- 
Deen from his friends) be ſoon complear- 
ning canons eee 0 


; - [Dban/Favann, | 
<p * hat, by Walen and 
r ſs of thy genius, revived 
| N unelc*s heart, and put gout, rheuma- 
© tiſin, and all attending achs and pains, 
to the rour. | I always Believed you horn 
| © forſome great purpoſe, and therefore put 
you upon ſeeking reputation in the cannos's: 
wn; and, notwithſtanding thou haſt 
© ood many a bounce and whiz, both of 
__ * piſtoband/gun, haſt preſerved every part 
E © about thee unwounded but thy heart. 
Thou baft (once more to quote my fa- 
_ © yontite Shakefpear) found more peril in 


, G 7 
* 


$ « the eye of beauty, than twenty thouſand 


© of thie enemy 's words. And, as none Put. 
ile Brave can deferve the Fair, ſo 1 


power, her ſurrender gives you over her. 


Turi Humour: Sa 


vas the amiable-miſs Forteſcue, (does not 
your e ee _— 
*watd. | 


4 # ©3235 


* Bit, Aeg Frank; et eibenour 
Jer orofeſſion by a breach of any one 
capitulated article, but punctually per- 
form the engagement you make. Let? 


® the fair one march out of the garriſon,.. | 
*-with all her virgin honors, nor abuſe the. 


Have recourſe. to: no mean ſubterfuges, 
nor. take an ungenerous advantage: Lodge 
her in a place of ſafety, and let, hatever 
© ſteps ſhe may he diſpoſed to take in your 
favour, be voluntary and ſpontanecus. 
© As for old Gripus, I would not recom- 
mend him tos any quarter, but from his . 
connexion with the ſweet Caroline. Ne- 
ver ſow the ſoeds of diſobedience in the 
heart of any man's child, unleſd you- 
would draw. down: vengeance on you 
own head. Let his avarice, his ſchemes, ' 
© his cruelty, be abſolved in your confider- 
6 * ations by this * remembrance,” that 
| . ae 


3 
* 
» 
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The is father) of, that woman you would 
Sobtain for your wife, nor once flatter 
i Syourſelf, that an unnatural, or undutiful 
child, will either fulũl her. vows to you, 
Sor ſhine in a maternal character. There's 
*:preachment for you my boy, and 10 that 
YN TO uncle e not in vain. 5 


eri i is my aa 5 51 you al HR 
*the girl in,your-power, propoſe terms of 
d accommodation with the muck-worm, re- 
duce him to reaſon by, your. diſintereſted 
Feonceſſions, bid him keep his dirty droſs, 
till he can keep it no longer, and aſſure 
him chat four hundred a year (an eſtate L 
*-will put you. into poſſeſſion of the day 
you become a huſband) and ſo lovely 2 
girl as Caroline Forteſcue, will amply.con- 
tent you; and you ought to be hanged if 
ou do not in that reſpect, ſpeak your 
honeſt, ee * wann chat Fs Wy. 
toads. My 
= We. "el pol Qin 1 us, to 
Shear ar you, relate. your adventures. Oh, 
- vil * this: 


<this undertaking, if ſucceſsful (and if the 

devil does not owe you, al grudge, yon 
muſt be ſueceſsful) will furniſh us with 
* many a: pleaſant: winter's: tale. Go oa 
my. boy, let honor and. perſeverance be 


Syour motto, and you, will | eclipſe the 4 


late love-ſick baronet, and the whining 


Stevens. Fortune, that blind goddeſs, 
5 favour ed their deſites, but you will work $f 
$*-out your happineſs by. the literal ſweat of 


your brow, I could hug you for your 
bravery, and will not fail to prefer peti-- 
tions in your behalf. We all love, eſteem, . 
Sandadmireyow: mv nn!) 
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- Mr, Finch's mortification at 1 l 
ery of Mrs. Reed, was totally diſperſed by 


the generoſity of his uncle; A, ſubaltern : 


commiſſion Was inadequate to ſupport 
even himſelf, and ſuch greatneſs of mind 


did he poſſeſs, that he would have died, 
rather than involve the woman he. loved, 


in the difficulties and inconveniences of 


a But four hundred pounds a year, in 
rw 


: HOLE 


'F 
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ſuch a village as-Brightley, ſurrounded by 
ſuch an invaluable fer of friends, loving as 

he did and equally. beloved; was, to his- 
imagination, the ſummi of human bliſs. 
To be able to convince his Caroline, that 
Her happineſs was dearer to him than her 
fortune, to ſilenee the avaritious, and con- 
fequently: outrageous, cries of her diſap- 
pointed" father, by. leaving him in the full 
polſeffion,. of what he preferred to every 
natural tye, or tender conſideration, and 
prove te the world that he was not a beg 
gar, though by no means ſuitable in cir-- 


cumftance with miſs Forteſcue, gave him 
the maſt heart · felt. ſatisfaction he. had ever: 


| . 


ieee 
1 repoſitory, found a very alarming ac- 
vount of her father's intention towards her, 
eee Amid nac 


Ar grioves ee e dns: 
T ®t6-ticrenſe thoſe apprehenſſons, I would, 
dat che hazard of my life, endeavour to 
BH. diminiſh; . 


> a d 


THELN Huron; 
© diminiſh; but 
* deſperate; and, permit me-to ſay, cruel 


pays his addreſſes, ie, as the papiſt's 
< phraſe it, a good catholiek, and has pers 
* ſuaded Mr. Forteſcue, that, in order to 


© puniſh your diſabedience, in rejecting. 
the huſband he had choſen: for you, you 
© ought to be devoted to a cloĩſter. A re- 


b bellious daughter, ſhe ſays, is a calamity 


no man in his ſenſes would talerate, nt. 


Sto reaſon, with reſpect to his propoſitian; 


* to deliver himſelf from her. She:deelares, 
© herſelf an enemy ta violence, nor would: . 

«ihe conſent to her nephew's being united 
©to an unthinking. ungeateful gin, . 


muſt be compelled ta make betſelf haps 


* py. Your fortune, my dear madam (parse 


don my advancement of this fact) yout- 
fortune will be as eſfectually fecured to 
their poſſeſſion and uſe, by this ſacrifice- 


* of you, as by a matrimonial one, which _ 
is the incitement alone, of the ſchemes. 


2 "ax plows —— 
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r father. is come to a 


* reſolution. The woman to whom be now = 


234 eon Steir 
*difating againſt you. To morrow, a en 
Iney to Paris will be propoſed to you, as 
: merely a journey of pleaſure and improve- 
* ment; Mrs Swinton has many friends, 
nne will tell yo, to- receive you; Mrs. 
Rebecca is to be your attendant, and has, 
S already received her vile commiſſion, for 
the execution of whioh ſhe-is to be well 
vrewarded; yon are to be conveyed-im- 
* mediately to a nunnery, well known to 
Mrs. Swinton; and your generous; huz 
s mane, and honeſt conductreſs, is charg- 
_ Fed with-an epiſtle of inſtruction for the 
lady abbeſs, with reſpect to the diſpoſi- 
tion of yon. beg miſs Forteſcue to be 
8 Das little concerned as poſſible, at this in- 
formation, nor unwillingly deeeive the 
$-cruel deceiver;z comply with their foreign 
"F-xpropoſal with + ſeeming - reluctance, and 
prepare yourſelf to meet on your landing 
Sat Calais, your reſeuing friend, whoſe in · 
 *-xalible ſervice muſt then come to a pe- 
Sriod. The day of your departure will 
be that of your father's wedding; but 
5 that events 


ann. 
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your friend will not ſerve you by halves; 

he has every one of the confederate parties 
< in his power, and will make ſuch terms 
« for you, as ſhall be intirehy len | 
Nm _ analy; happineſs. 

4098 95 S107; 1 am, bre, 


t Nit 8 4 hand, could 
ſcarce retain this fatal letter, the inhu- 
manity of her father ſhocked her gentle 
nature, and ſhe lamented her near connex 
ion and affinity with a man, eee ſuch 
nne e ene 
tat The nent eee a bs 
ſhe had not been miſinformed, for tho arts 
ful Mrs. Swinton breakfaſted at her fas 
ther's, and, affecting to be particularly ate 
tached to miſs Caroline, aſked; the lawyer 
at what ſchool his daughter hadebeen jedus 
cated; and upon that gentleman's frank 
acknowledgement of the little attention he 
had paid to the young lady in that reſpe&y, 
the exclaimed againſt! him in a moſt vis 


nt manner. prateſt, ſaid ſhe, * Mx. 


7 


Ford 
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5 


Able of ſo groſs' a neglect. Surely yo 
have adopted Mahomeran principles, and 
conceive us women to have no ſouls. 


Tour daughter, without à compliment 


_ (bowidg wich all the bewitching grace of 
artificial Kindneſs) © has an underſtanding 


© that would baniſh this narrow error, from 
«the heart of the moſt rigid Mufſulman. 
' $Irnoold certainly be impertinent in me 
' £to/' preſeribe;; or I could recommend a 
_ © flep thar would a atone for your 
< paſt omiſſions.” * Madam,“ returned the 
counſellor, whatever you can propoſe, E 
bam p 'Þ uſt approve, as I am. 
£166 weil convinced of your” diſeretion 
Lund judgwseme, te heſitate or debate.“ 


Erhink it highly requiſite-to ſend miſs Ca- 


5 olige ton nungery at Paris; I myſelf, 


Lu. Brought up in one, and; conſe- 
*-quently, atm enabled to judge of the 
great advantage of education they afford. 
Their method of inſtruction is not like 
&our ny laborious, und dig. 
x + al «taſteful. 


Forteſcue, 1 little thought you " captet 


Then, returned Mrs. Swinton, I ſhould: 


* 
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8 <ralteful to a young. mind, but is ſo.charms. 
2 ingly adapted to the fancy and inclination 
< of youth, that the molt difficult branches 
© are attained with the greateſt facility. 1 


< proteſt, miſs, if it were my caſe, 1 would 


© never, ceaſe ſoliciting my father, until f 
© obtained his conſent, to his Gituating me 


in one of thoſe agreeable. and delightful 


< "retirements. 


Wh. Madam“ nepled wh We with 
an heſitation occaſioned by the tremor this 
converſation had thrown upon ber ſpi- 


tits, I am an incompetent judge of 


this matters my father has à right ta 
* diſpoſe of me as he pleaſes, I have en- 


< caged to comply, and ſhall not there · 
< fore prove refraftorye to whatever he 


may determine for me. This ſcheming 


pair caſt an exulting glance at each. othen, 
and Mr. Forteſcue, with the politeneſs 
(and indeed ſineerity) of a courtigr, ſub- 
mitted himſelf to the ſuperior judgement 


of the lady, and, in leſs than half an hour, 


miſs Caroline's journey to France was con- 
nn the day of her departure fixed, her 


atte ndant 


Sb Een sf I 
Attendant and conductreſs appointed; a 

J che nunnery choſen for her reception, was 
the very fame as Mrs. Swinton had for- 
merly been 21081 . 


Hide 


I * ent : 


| Theſe: bi ute the Aw 
ceſſary preparations were inſtantly ſer about, 
and ſuch diligence and-induſtry, were uſed 
on the occaſion, that, on the third enfuing 
day, the young lady and. her grim dyenha, 
Geparted ; and being accommodated with 
a creature of Mrs. Swinton's, who ſpoke 
French, and was to be their ' interpreter, a 
fight carriage, and able horſes, they ſooh 
reached their deſtined inn at Dover, where 
they were detained ſome hours by the per- 
_ verſe winds. The canonical hour no ſdoner 
commenced, the very morning that con- 
veyed miſs Caroline from London, than 
the nuptials were ſolemnized, between the 
' Jawyer and Mrs. Swinton, who congraro- 
| lated and e each other, on 
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During this ceremony, Me. Frank tooka' = 
French leave of them, and aſſuming the 
diſguiſe of an old man, haſtened after his 
beloved girl, and arrived at Dover in due 
ſcaſon. He well knew the houſe in which 
his Caroline was to be lodged, and, conſe - 
quently. occupied the ſame, and engaged 
a paſſage in that very pacquet that was to 
tranſport her from her native country. 
They were all ſafely diſembarked on the 
French dominions, and Mr. Finch being 
well acquainted with the: inn-keeper at ar 
lais, whoſe houſe, by his-pre-appointment, 1 

they were to occupy, haſtened on before, A 
and ealily effected his every purpoſe. The Þ}| 
poſtillion of the chaiſe, i hired by Mrs. Re- Bo | 
becca to carry them to Paris, on being ad. 

miniſtered a retaining fee, and promiſed a 

| handſome gratuity, on compleating the 

captain's deſire, engaged to, follow his in- 

ſtructions with the utmoſt exactneſs. The 

interpreter, by the aſſiſlance of the land; ; 
lord, was rendeted incapable of attending 

them, by a fit of intemperance, and was to 
remain: in the innkeeper's care. . the 
| a return ; 
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a Ihe: chaike * to bas | 
whe office of Interpreter, which reconciled. 
tem to the misfortune: of lofing the one 
"purſued their journey, early the next morn- 
ing, nothing doubting. The lad, as a ſpeci- 
men of his beft: ſervices, or rather agreca- 
ble to the directions he had received, ftruck 
| bot of che great road do Paris, as ordered, 
und conveyed the ladies to a little convenient 
edbin; che hoſt · and hoſteſs whereof, was 
intirely at his devetion. A defect in che 
carriage /was his excuſe for troubling the 
- Hdies to Wight, where they had continued 
bur a few moments, before the gallant cap- 
tuin, in the character already mentioned, 
Fent in his compliments, and begged to be 
Permieted eo joa company with his Hair 
counter omen. Thie piudeut Mrs. Rebec- 
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ngerrt inſinuations, of the impertinent light 
the ſtranger's application appeared in, to 
her . judgment. | | 


Mis Caroline's Went want pit a pat; ſhe + 
hoped her deliverer was at band; but 
dreaded the conſequence of her deliver - 
ance. To be in the power of a ſtranger 
in a foreign country, ignorant of ita 
language, without one friend, or one ſnil - 
ling in her pocket, were, to her, miſerable . 

reflections. But the recollection of her 

father's unnatural treatment of her, and 
the end and purport of her journey, diſ- 
pelled every ſoftneſs. and timidity from her 
heart, and rouſed her courage and grateful 
dependance on her promiſed preſerver. | 


The pretended old gentleman's choler 
was raiſed, by the abrupt refuſal of his | 
requeſt, and he loudly, inſiſted upon ſatis- 
faction. He declared. his deligns were 
perfectly honourable, and his behaviour 
conſiſtent with the rules of travelled civi- 
lity s nor ſhould any one reſtrain him from | 

1 —- AS = | 
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. beholding the face of that "oye who bad” 
ſio greatly injured him, as to ſuſpect him 
to be other than a eee and a friend 
to the air ſex. 


* — a4 , 12 MOSES” 
: : * 


Perſeverance, tis fad, will SIE this: 
4, nant: of difficulties; it was, indeed, 
availing to the diſguiſed captain, and made. 
a happy paſſage for him through a little 
7 battery. of oppoſers, to the door of the 
ladies apartment, into which he entered 
without farther ceremony. On ſeeing Mrs. 
Rebecca, he affected to ſtart with ſurpriſe, 
and challenged her for an acquaintance. 
She proteſted her eyes had never before 
| beheld ſo rude a man; but he perfiſted in 
his claim, and begged ſhe would give him 
leave to aſſiſt her recollection of him; to 
which end he repeated the ſeveral artifices 
of Mr. Forteſcue, his wedding, and the 
deſign he was then upon, with reſpect to 
the young lady, and concluded with de- 
manding the letter ſhe had about her, for 
the lady abbeſs. This was no time for 


eee P the hn guilty wretch, 
49 imme- 
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immediately delivered her horrid commiſ- - 
fron. . The captain then told her, that ſhe 
might compoſe herſelf, and, as ſhe hoped ” 
for pardon, for the vile part ſhe had acted, 
to uſe her young lady with the utmoſt Kind- 
nels, and wait his pleaſure at that place, 
for if ſhe attempted to eſcape from thence, 
he would inſtantly deliver her up to juſtice. © 
He then addreſſed the trembling Caroline, 
and conjured her to be ſatisfied, that things 
would take an agreeable turn, and a fer 
weeks reſtore her to her friends at Bright- 
ley ; and retired without diſcovering him-' 
ſelf, kiffing the hand of his miſtreſs, or 
once caſting himſelf at her feet, contrary 
to the ER of modern heroes. l 


— . — 
a 
* 


"Rebecca gave no . lens of repent- 
ance, than ſullenneſs and filence; The 
mention of Brightley had anſwered the de- 
fired purpoſe, / and perfectly calmed the 
before troubled heart of the lovely miſs 
Forteſcue, and furniſhed her with many 
pleaſing e The captain, When 


M2 dee, 


8 K 
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alone, broke open the deter intendith for 
the abbeſs ma e and read as fol- 


— 


6 Mosr Honour» Lavy, 
RESUMING - you -cannot- have ore 
gotten Sarah Clark, who received 
8 + education at your houſe, and Who 
enjoyed a large ſhare of your kind indul- 
* gence ; I take the liberty of informing; 
you, that the bearer of this letter is houſe- 
« keeper to a particular friend of mine, and 
has been employed in the troubleſome 
und difficult raſk, of delivering a worthy. 


| man from a diſobedient and head · ſtrong 


daughter, heireſs to fifty thouſand pounds. 
She has declared rebellion againſt her pa- 
rest and guardians, by refuſing to re- 
_ ©:ceive a huſband her father had choſen for 
her, and eloping from his houſe. He, 
© * therefore, by my means, commits her to 
. Leun care, and requeſts, that no diſci- 

”  < pline ot exhortation may be wanting to 
bring her to her duty. But ſhould ſhe 


S abſtinately perſiſt in her non-compliance 
with 
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© with his will, he is determined never to 
behold her more; and hopes you will, ih. 
*ſuch a caſe, have ſo much conſideration 
and chriſtian regard for her precious foul, 
© as to ſpare no pains to convert her to the 
true religion, and engage her, by her ac- 
ceptance of the veil, to dttone her paſt 
s tranſgreſſions. Was this action leſs me- 
© ritorious, I ſhould not have applied to 
© you, whole indefatigable induſtry I can 
rely upon. In het year of probati- 
© on, every preliminary, with reſpect to 
* her fortune, ſhall be adjuſted to your 
© intire ſatisfaction; for the certain per- 
< formance whereof, I give you my honor 
at for CGR ee and fecurity, f 
he And am, Kc. 


© Infernal woman! cried the captain, 
caſting the letter upon the table, and 
abandoned, unnatural monſter, (father 1 
cannot call him) thus to renounce, to ſa- 


* crifice his child, in order to enjoy her . 
fortune] but I will blaſt their hopes, as 


31 have defeated their deſigns, and a few - 
* M 3 ö Ny 
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8 days only, ſhall they gen in their TY 
gotten poſſeſſions -. | 


, 5 He ſoon diſpatched the following letter 
to Mr. Forteſcue, and then waiting upon 
his Caroline, recompenced himſelf for all 
be had done, by converſing and ſopping 
with that SALES girl. 


Sun, N Kn 
HERE is but one conſideration 
IP io chat could reſtrain me from ſhew- 

ding you to the world in your true colours. 
How have you abuſed the talents com- 
S mitted to your care? and employed your 
© underſtanding and great abilities, merely 
c ineffecting and perpetrating baſe ſchemes? 

Heaven, fir, bleſſed you with an amiable 

1 child, for a better purpoſe than betraying 
bher innocence and peace. Mr. Stapleton 
. ** appointed you the guardian of your 

d daughter's fortune, for a better end 

than endowing a nunnery with it; how 
Scan you then, thus act in oppoſition to 


all kan both nn. and divine? yet, 
ie E 14 et. 


* 


* 


SIT, 
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yet you have a protection the Caroline, | 
you have fo greatly injured, preſerves. 
you from the rod of juſtice, if you im- 
* mediately comply with the following 
terms. She has long been beloved, with 
a a generous and diſintereſted paſſion, by a 
young gemleman, much her inferior in 
fortune. He has not attempted to en- : 
gage her clandeſtine acceptance of him, 
© but has now preſerved her from the de- 
_ © ſtruction you intended her. If her father 
© will conſent to be big father, and make 
© the conceſſions in her favour voluntarily, 
© which the law would oblige him to, the 
© ſecret of his unnatural conduct ſhall re- 
main in his breaſt. . He is now poſſeſſed 
of Mrs. Swinton's letter to the lady ab- 
© beſs, and will, for miſs Forteſcue's ſake, 
prevent its appearing againſt you. Tour 
© ſpeedy anſwer, if a propitious one, will! 
procure the enlargement of your favourite, 
iniquitous handmaid, and determine your 
own fate. Tou cannot complain; in the 
nate that you laid for your child, are 
4 Nou yourſelf taken! Commit her, there- 
7 8 M4 © fore, 


1 
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fore, mid future care of one EI 
blind to her great merit, and with whom: 


* ier value is ſuperior to the treaſures of 


« tie caſt. He will reconduct her to Eng- 
land with honor and ſafety, nor diſcover 
* himſelf to her, until he receives your 
* fanQtion, to ſolicit her hand; the only 
action that can wipe away your guilt * 
ſave 2 from ſhame. 

J am, &c.“ 


This letter had all the effect that could 
he expected on baſe and mean minds. Mrs. 
Forteſcue was as eager to do juſtice to the 
young lady, as Mrs. Swinton had been to 
injure her, and an anfwer, to the laſt de- 


gree propitious, was returned to our young 
 h:ro;, which he no ſooner received, than 


he put the ladies 1 in a chaiſe, and attended 
them on horſeback to Calais, where they 
continued that night, and the ſucceeding 
one were ſafely landed at Dover. A car- 
riage was engaged by the noble captain, 
to convey his beloved miſs Fortefcue to 


n. and be himſelf accompanied ber 
the 
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the ſirſt day's jaurney. Mrs Rebecca bad ne 
conception of the route they were takings 
until they arrived at the village, after faur _ 
days travelling. Mr. Finch took leave of 
the young lady at the inn; and, wiſhing 
her ſafe to the place of her deſtination, 
put the following letter into her hands, the 
contents of which, be ſaid, would inform 
her of all ſhe could wiſh to know. She 
opened it the inſtant he left her, and read, 
; 0. her great amaaement, 48 follows: 


Mapa, 
OU have now * twenty 
miles an your way to 'Rrightley, | 

3 you well know, there are two. _ 
houſes open to receive you; it is vduft 
+ own.option that muſt direct you to pre- 
fer the one ar the ther. I have now done 
-< with preſcribing. Prepare, mii Forteſ- 
cue, for a ſtrange piece of intelligence: 
* and, oh, ſuffer your heart to be favour- 

* ably. diſpoſed! Tour father's ſervant, 
Frank, your inviſible friend, the old man 
Lan * you n a nunnery, and- 
dou the 
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the TOO! that now addreſſes you, is the : 


\*fingle Mr. Finch, who has long, long 

been attached to you. Your peace, your 
© happineſs, has been dearer to him than 

C 5 own; and the regard he has for your 

reputation, let his actions ſpeak. To pre- 


ſerve that unſullied, he has denied himſelf 
tte ſatisfaction of converſing with you, 


and ſerved you, without any other recom- 


bp pence, than the pleaſure alone of ſerving 


you. Your father is intirely 1 in his power, 


but he is incapable of uſing it; and, for 


© your. peace-ſake, will prevent his being 


-  **expoſed.' He has conſented to his ſolicit- 


Sing that conſideration of him his heart 


tle > '*hasſo long been ambitious: of. Lou, 


* madam; beſt know what you can do in 
This favour, and he is reſolved to abide by 


your determination, be it whatſoever it 


may. His attachment to you is incapable 


Sof abatement; his affection for you unal- 


._ <terable; and the ſincere wiſh of his heart, 


your happineſs and ſatisfaction. He will 


immediately rejoin his corps, and wait 


2 £80; tus of yur reſplves, with how 


bh 


1 | much 
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much painful ſuſpence, tender apprehen- 
ſion, and agitation of heart, you are no 
<.leſs incapable of conceiving, than he of 
eee and muſt ever remain, 


your ſincere admirer, 


* 


Faanels Fixcn,? | 


8 The nn maid” felt, on peruſing: -this 
letter, the alternate ſucceſſions of generous, 
658 compaſſionate, applanding, affectionate, and 
grateful ſenſations in her mind; and; as 
her lover had ſo greatly diſtinguiſhed: him- 
ſelf from the common race of lovers, ſhe 
© "terimidled! to deviate from the common 
behaviour of "females, and acknowledge 
her gratitude and affection for this unex- 
ceptionable young man. A thouſand 1 inci- 
dents occurred to her imagination, as ſhe 
purſued her journey, of his delicacy, and 
his tenderneſs for her; ſhe wanted no com- 
panion to converſe with; time flew as ſwift- . 
ly as the carriage, and ſhe arrived at Bright - 
"ky 3 in "body, * and PRO in 
ö mind. | Fig 


8 


9 4 4 * 
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The happy circle were prepared for her 
Io reception, by a letter from Mr. Finch, and 

hey diſmiſſed her attendant, wich many 

| tokens af diſpleaſure and diſguſt. The 

Ziood girl was ingennous, acknowledged 

her obligations .to the captain, and con- 

felled. he had, , previouſly, inſpired her with 

2 tender. apþrobation. She ſaid, if he 

could think her heart and hand a ſufficient 

” Mecompence for all he had done and ſuffer- 

aa, he might command them, and, du- 

Ang her whole life, ſhe would bear his 


PFoung officer was informed of the happi- 
els that awaited him, and ſoon obeyed the 
glad. ſummons, of his fr tends. Every thing, 

Wich reſpeck to the young lady's fortune, 

was agrecably determined, and Mr. Finch 

phecame her legal protector, the third week = 

3 „ 12 


3 „eee and his 11 
I -yvealy life, mutual upbraidings and re- 
- -  proachings being their daily employment. 
The * of their wicked de- 
. ſigus 
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ſigns became an ample puniſhment, and 
the furrows of diſcontent were thrown. 
upon each of their brows. Their vice was 

a bar to their felicity, as the virtua of the 
Brightley inhabitants, was the foundation 
of theirs. Each enjoyment was heighten- 
ed by conſcious worth; each bleſſing re · 
ceived with thankfulnefs of heart; and the 


common incidents of hutnan infirmities, _ 


and inſeparable allays of happineſs in our 
ſtate of mortality, were conſidered, by 
them, with pious propriety. Nor did they. 


once conceive, that an exemption from 


evil could be their lot, until they had 
ſhaken off the imperfection of their nature, 
by that great change, of corruption for in- 
corruption, 92 0 Oy" for I 


ti 
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P. 8. 1. 12. for diſagreeabl rr read diſagree- ' 
able circumſlancet p. 3 r, ſpeak | 
changed 


a look, read; AF Lg d a beating look 4 92. 
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I. 7. from the bottom, ion. quick ſenſibility, read 3 7 4 


rb quick ſenſibility, 209. I. 3. from the bottom 
for were, read Wat. N 255 
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